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PART THE FIRST. 



SBTTIKO FORTH THE OEKERAL CONDUCT OF COLOKSL ARTHUft, 
HIS SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT IN HONDURAS, AND CONTAINING 
A REFUTATION. OF THE UNJUST CHARGES BROUGHT BY HIM 
AG AID ST THE SETTLEMENT; ALSO SHEWING THE GENERAL 
FIDELITY AND GOOD CHARACTER OF THE NEGROES OF HON- 
. DURAS. 



He St a man* 



'< Subtle and shrewd, lie offers to the world 
An artificial image of himselfy 
And he with eaie can vary to the mtad 
Of different men its features." 

Douglas. 



In these awful times, when the inhabitants of the Colonies of Great- 
Britain are laboring under the pressure of difficulties that shake them 
to the foundation, and are held up, by the misrepresentations and 
fidsehoods of a few designing characters, to the eyes of their country 
as the most odious despots, it is not to be wondered at that the 
Inhabitants of Honduras should feel the shock of such dire convul- 
sions ; but yet they feel proud in asserting, that they have never 
(althou^ the Settlement may now be considered to be of near two 
centuries' standing) been forced upon the view of the People of 
Great-Britain^ until the recent call in the House of Commons Jias 
broueht forth the- correspondence of Colonel Arthur with his Ma- 
jesty s Secretary of State; a correspondence containing the most 
unjust assertiokis, drawing the most odious but specious conclusions, 
and combined with such fatal ingenuity, as to give throu|;hout his 
statement the appearance of the greatest cni^ties havmg beep 
exercised, and that the hand of oppression lay heavily on the heads 
of our once contented and happy Negroes, and which, from the too 
many inducements held out to complain^ and the ready ear given by 
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2 DEFENCE OF THE 

that Officer to all, without the least distinction, have, sorry are we 
to declare, excited thoughts and expectations contrary to their hap- 
piness and comfort. 

Of all the British establishments ^n the West-Indies it may, with- 
out fear of contradiction, be said, that we have given the least trouble 
to the Mother-Country, and required the least interference of our Go- 
vernment; and wafteif having, with little. or no assistance or protec- 
tion, sprung from nothing to our present state of comparative im- 
portance, with regret and astonishment we find the country held up 
to obloquy, the aid of Government loudly called for, the most ener- 
getic measures declared necessary to be resorted to, the most sacred 
rights of Britons about to be violated, and the laws of the country 
on the verge of being altered without the consent of the people, and 
all under the specious pretext of suppressing evils which never 
existed ; but which, from the letters of Colonel Arthur to the Secretary 
of State (that have met the public eye, together with many others 
replete with injustice to us, which most probably never will), havei 
induced our Government to believls that we are little better than 
barbarians, and that our Slaves are sinking under the iron hand of 
opptession. 

We ar6 at a loss to conciBive reasons for the deep rancor of CcJo- 
nel Arthur towards the major part of the inhabitants of a place where 
he was almost deified — ^where princely homage was constantly ren- 
dered him, on account of the unlimited authority and confidence 
which he continually impressed on the Settlers, were reposed in him 
by Earl Bathurst ; a place where votes of adulation were constantly 
presented, money voted him, bis salary raised ; yet, notwithstanding^ 
this, all was insufficient to conciliate his favor or gain his good wili^ 
but he condemns the* whole Settlement indiscriminately in his un- 
worthy dispatches. 

We shall now quote the various passages to which we allude, and 
then endeavour to txposer him and Lis views.iu their true colors :— - 
First, then^ in his letter to Earl Bathurst, dated October. 7^ 1820 : — 
Speiaking of theioase of one individual, he says, .'M wa^ called upon 
to make some observati6ns upon the extreme inhumanity of many of 
tlie lower class 6f Settlers, residing ia the town of Belize, towards 
their Sla^eii ; imd, as it appeared to be an evil greatly increasing, I 
submitted at thei same time the total inadequacy of the Courts of this 
Settlement to check this vicious disposition." Again, he ^ays in thQ 
same letter; reforring to his report to Earl Bathurst, of the 16th of 
May, 1820, upon' the insurrection which had taken pl^ce in the in« 
t^rior of the Colony,'' I represented that it had originated from the 
IiarshnesB with whidi some of the Slaves had been treated, and that 
I;was not without hope the consequences on that occasion would have 
had the beneficial tendency of exciting. a greater degree of humanity 
towards these unfortunate people. I am much distressed, my Lord, 
that my expectations have not beeii answered ; and such is the in- 
creasing severity afid cruelty which are now practised with impunity, 
&at although ] am fery- conscious of the difficulty which has lutheriQ 
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{yreseiiti^ itself to his MftjM]^'s Gerermhefht upon ibe f^n^tdi tjue*^ 
tioQ of the administration of justice in HotiuureiSi I atn mosts^ 
lactantly constrained to bring the subject again under your Lordship's 
consideration. The result of a trial/' (he alludes to the trial of 
Dancanette Campbell,) ^^ which was instituted On the 6th instaxKt 
against an individual for excessive cruelty towards ft poor SlavQ, 
absolutely excludes every hope, tinder the present system of juriir 
l^rudence^ of bringing offenders to punishment^ whto guilty of the moat 
flagrant acts of inhumanity and oppression."' 

In his letter to Earl Bathurst, of date 28th September^ 1821^ he 
says, after some prejudicial animadversions on the conduct of Mr. 
Bowen, ^^The Slaves in this country have, for some time pasti, 
aj^ared to require no incentive to agitate their already irritated 
minds, and therefore to quiet in some degree the alarm, which wiU 
no doubt quickly spread amongst them of their being thus deprived 
of all protection, I have, after assembling the Member; of the Sut- 

Sreme Court as a Council, this day issued a proclamation in ht3 
[ajest^'s name, declaring the Consolidated Slave Law of Jamaica 
to be m force until others are enacted, a copy of which, with my 
letter to the Magistrates, I beg to submit, and of which I trust yoot 
Lordship will approve."* 

In his letter to the Magistrates, of date 28th September, 1821, he 
says, ''lam deeply grieved that. the influence of a few ill-disposed 
persons should compel me thus publicly, by proclamation,; to cast 
die disgraceful imputation upon this t^bmmunity, that it has hitherto 
left the Slave Population wholly, unprotected by law, and that every 
punishment which has been inflicted upon the. Slavey by the Bench, 
either by trial or otherwise, has been altogether, illegal ; for, if by 
Custom and usage the Slave Law of Jamaica has not been considered 
in force here, as £ar as it would apply to the locsJ circumstances of 
the country, then there has been no law, and, if it has been so 
recognized, the Bench, in declining the admission of the 25th axid 
f29th articles of that Law,. on the recent trial of -Mr^ Bowen, h»B 
violated the sacred obUgation^ by which evety Magistrate is bound 
on his admission into Office."^ 

Again he says, in his letter to Earl Bathurst» of date 10th. January, 
1822, speaking of the trial of Rhode^Island 2axd PhiUis for their free- 
dom, '' The result of this trial, and the evident spirit of opposition to 
the poor Slaves, determined me never, again to seek redress for. them in 
the Court, as it is at present constituted ; and, on receiving th^efo^ 
the opinion of his Majesty's Attorney-Gmieral respecting the poor .In- 
dians, it became vuecessary to resort to other means;, and I trust the 
Slan to which I have had recourse will meet youf Lordship's appro- 
ation.*** 
In his letter to his lordship, dated 22d February, 1822, he likewise 

' For the whole of tbi» Letter see Appendix A. 
' ^ For the whole of this Letter see Appendix B. ' 
3 For. (he whole of this Letter see Appendix C. 
^* For ifie whole of this Ltttfier sc^ Appeadifi U, 
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bf coDpIidnly ntetenmned by thisbblct step at onc!ie td tfrecltide eyer 
repreientation being attended to but that which passed through hio: 
• Himself thus secure from having his conduct represented! the aa 
ctent laws and customs of the Settlement flew before his mandate 
lie established forms, and prtecribed rules, and, the more fordbly t 
remind the inhabitants of their dependent state, they were more thai 
tmbe promulgated according to military custom, by beat of drui 
throo^out the town. 

During the whole of his OoTemment Colonel Arthur seems i 
have imagined Honduras his kingdom, and he carried on its affair 
by a petty course of state intrigue, to which he endeavoured to gir 
importance by stately forms and inflated documents, and which, bu 
lor the calamities which it has entailed, would have been absurd 
Never did the words of our immortal Shakespeare better apply thai 
to this man : 



>'' Mi^, proud man. 



Dreat'd in a little brief authority, 

Playi idch faataatic tricks before high Heaven, 

A« make the angels weep ! " 

Measure for Measure* 

Conscious that a party would be. requisite to strengthen the hands c 
his Government, and aware that a power of patronage was the mo« 
likely means to ensure it, he took mm the hands of the Magistrac 
the appointment of their Public Officers, and thus he hoped to secur 
to himself an accession of strength, which would enable him to carr 
ion his designs with greater safety and facility. He divided the Setth 
inent; a strong party was formed : some JQined him from ambitioi 
«ome from fear, and some from a sincere belief in his professions c 
the real interest which be took in the welfare of the Settlement, an 
e. thorough persuasion that all his acts, whatever appearance the 
migUt then wear, were directed to that one great point. The consc 
qui^nces, however, were soon felt, and every man began to look upo 
'm neighbour with suspicion and dread ; a system of espionage seem 
'td visibly to clxist ; men's words and acts were known at the Govern 
tnent-House ; the most private recesses of family confidence wei 
uroken into ; fiuniUars moved with consummate secrecy and cautiot 
ismd persons found themselves reflected on and marked in public dii 
|tatches, unconscious of ev^r having acted wrong, or from whence th 
irejpoh could have arisen : But was all this done, it will be askec 
without oppositions? X)id pusillanimity thus paralyse the minds ( 
mil? Were there no men in the community of independence ai\ 
ipirit sufficient to stem the torrent? There were; W resistant 
^s vain. Colonel Arthur had, in a speech made at a public meel 
ing held January 6th, 1815, speaking of persons who had offere 
^<>ine opposition to existing measures, declared, <' I will not long al 
low the public to be infected by the femuAous principles of those wh 
idm at subverting its tranquillity :" This was followed by a more ei 
)plicit declaration, that his Majesty's Secretary of State had placed a 
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his disposal the property and happiness of this devoted country, of, 
in other words, that at his mandate, or at his will, an inhabitant 
could be transported from it ! The idea of driving a man firom his 
connexions, his friends, his means of subsistence, was nothing in 
his estimation ; it was sufficient that it was his pleasure, and he did 
not scruple to declare, that it was his firm determination of patting 
it in execution, whenever he deemed it requisite. To this despotic^ 
disposal of the persons and liberties of his Majesty's- subjects no re* 
sistance could be offered. However sensible the inhabitants might 
be that this stretch of prerogative was most unwarrantable and un- 
just, yet none desired to put to the proof a measure, which perhaps 
would be attended with utter ruin to himself, and plung^his family 
. into poverty ; separated from his means of livelihood, it would be' 
vain for him to carry on a law-suit against his unjust persecutor, who 
would have the advantage of being kept abroad in his Qovertiment^ 
while the poor, injured inhabitant, who had gone to his native land 
to seek redress, would be perishing in jail from want. This is a 
true picture of men's thoughts ; and isuch was the inquisitorial autho-i 
rity which he held over tne inhabitants, that scarcely one, even of 
the most oppressed, from a kind of sectet prudence, would venture 
to complain: thus did he continue ^for the space of some years to 
build his power and authority on the fears, instead of the aroctions^ 
of the people, untilhe began to suspect, fix)m secret murmurs atid 
concealed opposition, that complaints, in spite of all his efforts to the 
contrary, would reach Oreat Britain, or some exposure be made of 
hb conduct. Aware that he must now seize some- popular subject} 
in order ta strengthen his pretensions at home, and knowing, that 
Slavery wa,s one naturally repugqant to the fiselings of the People of 
England, he assumed the character of the philanthropist, became tq the 
eyes of bis Majesty's Ministers the kind mediator between the inastef 
and the Slave, and would persuade them that he is not vested witH 
sufficient authority to restrain the lawless race^ which he haUi beeii 
sent to govern : He then blazons to the world acts of severity, which 
he has exaggerated into cruelty ; he puts on paper dreadful rebellions', 
which never existed but in his dispatch to the Secretary of State i 
he finds crimes committed that were before' unknown in the ctyhntery i 
and, to consummate all, his great sagacity at length discovers that 
there was not any law by which our ancestors held their property^, 
and consequently it must instantly be abandoned. Let his dispajtch 
to the Eari Bathurst, of Ma^ 16th, 1890, be read: We will here ^ 
it at length: He says, ^'It is with much concern Ido myself th6 
honor to report to your Lordship, that' on the 24th ult. I received a 
communication from the Magistrates, apprizing me that infbnnatiojn 
had just reached themi from the interior of the country, that a con- 
siderable number of Slaves had formed themselves into a bodj lA 
the river Belize, and being well armed, and having already committe4 
various depredations, the most serious consequences were to be ap- 
prehended. This information was soon after further confirmed by a 
very strong Memorial; which was addressed to me by the principal 
Wood-cutters, setting forth the perilous situation in which they were 
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placed in their works, and eame$Uv praying for immediate protection. 
Orders were in consequence issued for a party of the 2d West-India 
Raiment/ under the command of Lieutenant MTherson, to proceed 
the following morning up the River Belize as far as Bermudian laad- 
ingy and another party, under the command of Major Noel,* to pro- 
ceed up the River Sibun, and take up a position so as to co-operate 
with the troops in the Belize, or to check the pro^ss of the l^ayes, 
should they move from the Belize towards the provlftion-ground^ in the 
Sibun. 

^* Having completed these arrangementSi and given the necesjiary 
instructions to Maior Bradley, in case the spirit of disaffection should 
extend itself to tne town, I left Belize on the morning of the 26tiip 
accompanied by the Senior Magistrate, in the hope of being enabled 
by the milder means of persuasion to brin^ these poor deluded peor 
pie to a due sense of the impropriety of their conduct, without having 
leeourse to military force. 

** In my progress up the Rivera J was much concerned to aseertaim 
that the rfesroes, who had first deserted, and excited others to Join 
them, had teen treated with very unnecessary harshness by their 
Owners, and had certainly good grounds for complaint, if nappily 
they had pursued that course».xauer than, having resorted to the un- 
lawful means they were pursuing ; but as their animosity had not 1ed[ 
them to any greater excess than the destruction of some cattle, and 
die robbery of one or two houses, a proclamation was issued, offering 
a free paraon to all such as would immediately come in and lav 
down their arms ; but at the same time Martial ikw was proclaimecC 
and a liberal reward for the apprehension of all such as should still 
continue in a state of rebellion. 

** I then proceeded from Work to Work to the distance of 220 miles 
vp the River Belize, directing the different ganes of Slaves to be as- 
sembled, and by thus timely inquiring in^ theu' several grievances, 
oiusing the proclamation to be read, and pointing out to them the 
littal consequences, which they would inevitably bring upon them* 
selves, if they were seduced by the bad example of those who had 
so misconducted themselves. The evil seemed happily stayed, and 
niany of those, who had perhaps been hastily led at the moment to 
unite with the disaffected, were induced to return peaceably to their 
work. 

. ** I cannot ascertain that the number now remaining of the princi- 
pal body in the river Belize exceeds 20 ; and I have every reason to 
conclude that even these are separated, and of course no longer 
formidable. 

'^On the 10th inst. I left Lieutenant M'Pherson in the woods at 
the head of the Belize in pursuit of this gang, and am in the daily 
expectation of his report of their capture. 

*' Some of the Runaways having given information of two Slave 
l*owns, which it appears have been formed in the Blue Mountains to 

^ This was only one sergeant and 26 rank and file. 

* This was one subaltern, one sergeant, IS rank and file, a few pensioners, four In- 
diani, and a guide, also Major Noel. 
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tbe northward of Sibun^ it was judged expedibnt, that Major Noel 
should march in that direct ion, and, as soon as his report is received,'! 
hope it may be no longer necessary to continue Martial Law in force. 
** I feel it, my Lord, an unspeakahk mercy that the country has 
bten thus delivered by the hand of Providence from a commotioHf 
which at first appeared to threaten very alarming consequences^ and 
I.irust the gratitude of the Settlers wiU he fully awakened on the; 
occasion, and evidenced by increased acts of uniform kindness and 
humanity towards the poor Slave Population. 

"I have, &c. 
(Signed) ;; GEO. A&THUR/r . 

Let this Report be read with attention, aiid it will be leen to be 
drawn up in such ^language as to suit all who he intended should 
see it : To the Philanthropist of England he addressed himself, when 
he said " the poor Slaves had great cause for complaint;*' to the Re- 
ligious when he prayed to the Almighty God to permit the wicked 
Owners to see their errors, ** and to think of the unspeakable mercies 
of PraviAnce in being delivered from Rebellion;'^ to the Secretary 
of State he has represented himself as the prudent, cautious Bta€ei»« 
man ; and to the Commander in Chief he has insinuated that tbe 
promptitude and energy of his measures sared the country ! ! \ 

It is true^that it had been represented to him by the Magistrates 
of the Settlement, that there was very considerable alarm excited io 
the Beliase River, and which,. from the information they had obtained, 
appeared to be of a serious nature ; that Jn consequence he. Colonel 
Arthur, ascended the River, and visited the several establishments on 
his wkv up ; but there he found every thing perfectly quiet! . 

On his arrival, however, at the Works of Mrs. Urace Anderson, 
he found that eleven of her Negroes had been in a rebellious state, 
committing on that Settlement various acts of depredations; that 
eight out of the eleven (three having left them) had formed themselves 
into a gang, and proceeded up that River to the establishment, of 
Mr. Edwanl Meignan, where .they were, joined by two of his Negroes; 
that they had there renewed their wanton acts of spoliation, andL 
after remaining some days conducting themselves in a violent and 
disorderly manner, they had continued their route upwards, with an 
intent to make the Spanish Settlements in the interior, and which 
they accomplished. 

Colonel Arthur, howeviar, proceeded, and, having attained nearly 
the head of the River, he acquainted the Gentlemen io^ the different 
establishments of the cause of his visiting the interior with troops :' 
they in general expressed their surprise at the reports that could 
occasion it, and acquabted him that th^y had heard of the eleven 
Runaways, but had not any conception, that accounts had reached 
Belize in the formidable shape of a Rebellion being in the country, 
as, with the exception of Grace Anderson's eleven, and Mr. Meigban's 
two, the Negroes were all cheerfully at their duty. 

■ Thii bent was 88 Privates, three Officers, two Sergeants, a hw Pensionen^ and 
Col. Arthur, four Indiansi and a Guide. 

B 
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Bfotwkkstanding ibese jdedamtions of the general qdUt tUt(B of tfw 
eouQtiy, and that no Rebellion did exist, he thought pioper to pro* 
claim Martial Law, and publish a Proclamation^ offering one hunoied 
poundu for the apprehension of a man named Will, vho bad been 
the Captain of Grace Anderson's people, also Sharper, belonging to 
Mr* Meighan, and who were aUo ringleaders of this party. He, 
aeverthelesa, appeared surprised at the peaceable appearance of jtbe 
Interior, and, in order to be fully satisfied on the point, in his retorn 
down the River he again visited the several establishments, cauaed 
the Negroes on each to be assembled, and inquired of them if they 
had. any complainta T * 

' He round none! ! . Yet with all this knowledge, and of which he 
became possessed immediately from his own observations, he writela 
the DisJMitches of the 16th May and 7th October, 1820. 

Bat,. as he states in these Dispatches, " That the Negroes who had 
fiiii deserted,, and excited others to join them, had been treated with 
rery unnecessary harshness by their owners, and bad certainly good 
groonds for complaint,*' and again, ** In my Report to. your I^ordshjp 
of die 16th May last. No. 27, upon the insurrection .which had taken 
pface in the interior of the Colony, I represented that it had originated 
from the liarshness with which some of the. Slaves had been treated,'' 
we, therefore, feel it necessary to state the real cause of the desertion 
of these. people* 

. It appears, that the Negro Will, the. .property of Grace AndersoOt 
and woo. had been the Captain and managing nuin on her estate, had 
been displaced by her from his situation as such: this he was deterr 
mined to: reseat, and availing himself of a quarrel, thaf bad takio 
|daee between some of the Negroes- and that person's son (a youith of 
about 18 years, who had most imprudently lowered himself in theit 
esdmation by associating with , them in acts of .intemperance), .he* 
Win, exercised . the influence he had, and instigated some of his 
Oountrymen to abscond with him^ and who were, as we have beforo 
stated, joined by two of Mr. Meighaa^s, one of whom has been qonr 
sidered of a bad disposition* 

After this sim^^e detail, for we shrink not from stating the boneal 
truth, it is left to a candid public to decide how far Colonel Arthur 
is borne out in the representations he has made to Lord Bathurst in 
these Dispatches ; and wherein he would lead his Majelsty's Ministers 
to suppose that a dreadful Rebellion and. insurrection had existed in 
the country, brought on by the harsh and unnecessary severity of 
the Owners. 

It is also necessary to remark, that it has appeared that no such 
thing was in existence as runaway Nee:ro towns in the Blue Moun^ 
tains in Shiboon, of which Colonel Arthur has made so much. 
^ God forbid we should assume to ourselves the idea that we, too, 
ave immaculate: the just and reasonable man will consider that in 
all countries there may be biad characters ; .but are the. whole people 
of Honduras to be condemned, because there might have been two 
or three personJs atxiongst them said to be of relentless hearts, or ar^ 
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llMy io be traductd ts tbej have been in fait 'I>i8pstcheiy.'and in the 
Hoote of Commons at mere bnitet, on aecount of individnid impro« 

Eriety ? As well might oQr Mother-Country be reflected on, because 
er hundreds and thousands are brought to the gallows^ or sent into 
servitude, from the multitude of crimes committed in her bosom I 

But to return to Colonel Arthur's calumniating charges of cruelty 
and barbarity amongst us, and to Mr. Brougham's bitter invective, wt 
can only observe, that it is almost impossible for us to bring- docii^ 
mentary evidenee to prove that persons have been punished for cm-^ 
elcy amongst us, since crimes of that description are so seldom 
heard of in our Settlement, that scarcely any traces of such practices 
can be found on the records. We must then only hiimbly pray 
the testimony of all our former Governors; and, after havin(^ sheim 
one or two instances of most extraordinary fidelity in our Slaves, wt 
must leave it to the judgment of an impartial world ; and we there* 
fore, in the first place, declare that Colonel Arthur is not ignorant 
that we hold our Slaves here merely from the affection they bear tibeir 
Owners, and that, if they were not governed with mildness, kindness, 
and liberality, Irom the encouragement held out- by the Spaniards to 
desert, and the facility with which they could do so, together with 
the improbability of their ever being again recovered, the country 
would be in a momient deserted, and the Settlers ruined. 

One of the strongest proofs of what we have here asserted, and of 
the contenUrfent and good condition of the Slaves of iHJiii country, is 
Evidenced by their conduct in the last descent made by the Spaniards 
on the Settlement in 1798 : we were then ahnost^ destitute of pro» 
teotion from Qove^ifment ; the free population was at that period 
in(A)nsiderable, and the whole strength of the Settlement combined 
witfi'the few troops stationed here, was quite inadeqiiate to resitt 
the Spaniards' attack. •: 

What aid could we procure on this sudden emergency? WhitliiBir 
weii9 ^e to fly ? ' Or to what measures were we to nave recourse t% 
these awful circumstances? In that quarter (and let otir traducer;«s 
we record it, be henceforth dumb for ever); in that quarter^ ovet 
Vrhidi- the Demon of Oppression is alone said to hover, and the voice 
of suffering only to be heard, the star of our deliverance arose. Our 
Slaves armed themselves with an alacrity, which to every impartial 
mind must carry a conviction, which all the sophistrf of our antago- 
nist is unable to refute, and, marshalling themselves under thetr tfB*' 
spective Owners, cheerfully and manfully fought -for and defended 
their Masters' lives and their Masters' property : with patience they 
bore the fatigues of military duty, and with a gallantiV. unparalleled 
they beat m^tt enemy double their number. After this aoes it re^ 
quire asking, whether the^e beings, stated to be so injured and op**^ 
pressed, for whom no justice can be procured, and who have no Laws 
to protect them-^wouid not they, if such were the case, have ac>- 
cepted the promised freedom ofllered by the Spanish Gomnandert 
Could they not, with the arms which the confidence of their Master 
had placed in their hands, have retired, and with ease hove joined the 
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that Officer to all, without the least distinction, have, sorry are we 
to declare, excited thoughts and expectations contrary to their hap- 
piness and comfort. 

Of all the British establishments ^n the West-Indies it may, with- 
out fear of contradiction, be said, that we have given the least trouble 
to the Mother-Country, and required the least interference of our Go- 
vernment; and waftei! having, with little. or no assistance or protec- 
tion, sprun? from nothing to our present state of comparative im- 
portance, with regret and astonishment we find the country held up 
to obloquy, the aid of Government loudly called for, the most ener- 
getic measures declared necessary to be resorted to, the most sacred 
rights of Britons about to be violated, and the laws of the country 
on the verge of being altered without the consent of the people^ and 
all under the specious pretext of suppressing evils which never 
existed ; but which, from the letters of Colonel Arthur to the Secretary 
of State (that have met the public eye, together with many others 
replete with injustice to us, which most probably never will), hav0 
inddeed our Government to believis that we are little better than 
barbarians, and that our Slaves are sinking under the iron hand of 
opptession. 

We ar6 at a loss to conceive reasons for the deep rancor of CcJo- 
nel Arthur towards the major part of the inhabitants of a place where 
he was almost deified — ^where princely homage was constantly ren- 
dered him, on account of the unlimited authority and conQdence 
which he continually impressed on the Settlers, were reposed in him 
by Earl Bathurst ; a place where votes of adula^on were constantly 
presented, money voted him, bis salary raised ; yet, notwithstanding 
this, all was insufficient to conciliate his favor or gain his good will, 
but he condemns the* whole Settlement indiscriminately in his un- 
worthy dispatches. 

We shall now quote the various passages to which we allude, and 
then endeavour to expose him and Lis views, iu their true colors :-r- 
First, thetr^ in bis letter to Earl Bathurst, dated October. 7^ 1820 ir^ 
Spefaking of theioase of one individual, he ssljb, .'M wa^ os^d upon 
to make some observati6ns upon the extreme inhuuianity.of many of 
Hie lower class 6f Settlers, residing ia the town of Belize, towards 
thehr Sla^eH ;-'and, as it appeared to be an evil greatly increasing, I 
submitted at' the> same time the total inadequacy of the Courts of this 
Settlement to check this vicious disposition." Again, he ^ays in th^ 
same letter; referring to his report to Earl Bathurst, of the 16th of 
May, 1820^ npoti> the insurrection which had taken pl^ce in the in- 
terior of the C6lony,. ^* I represented that it had originated from the 
Iiarshness with which some of the Slaves had been treated, and that 
I. was not without hope the consequences on that occasion would have 
had the beneficial tendency of exciting. a greater degree of humanity 
towards these unfortunate people. I am much distressed, my Lord, 
that my expectations have not beeii answered ; and such is the in-r 
creasing severity add cruelty which are now practised with impunity, 
that although I am fery conscious of the difficulty which has hitkcrlo 
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{nrbseiitM itself to his MftjM]^'s Gerernihefht upon ihe f^n^t^i tjuea^ 
tioh of the administration of justice in HotidureiSi I am most i^ 
lactantly constrained to bring the subject again under your Lordship's 
consideration* The result of a trial/' (he alludes to the trial of 
■Doncanette Campbell,) ^^ which was instituted On the 6th in^taxKt 
iagainst an individual for excessive cruelty towards ft poor Slave, 
absolutely excludes every hope, tinder the ptsesent system of jurisr 
lirudence^ of bringing offenders to punishment^ wh6n guilty of the moat 
flagrant acts of inhumanity and oppression.'" 

In his letter to Earl Bathurst, of date 28th September, 1821, he 
says, after some prejudicial animadversions on the conduct of Mr. 
Bowen, ^^The Slaves in this country have, for some time pas|, 
aj^ared to require no incentive to agitate their already irritated 
minds, and therefore to quiet in some degree the alarm, which wiU 
no doubt quickly spread amongst them of their being thus deprived 
6f all protection, I have, after assembling the Member; of the Su^ 

Sreme Court as a Council, this day issued a proclamation in ht3 
[ajest^'s name, declaring the Consolidated Slave Law of Jamaica 
to be m force until others are enacted, a copy of which, witk my 
letter to the Magistrates, I beg to submit, and of- which I trust yoot 
Lordship will approve."* 

• In his letter to the Magistrates, of date 28th September, 1821, he 
says, ''lam deeply grieved that the influence of a few ill-disposed 
^persons should compel me thus publicly, by proclamation,, to cast 
die disgraceful imputation upon this t^bmmunity, that it has hitherto 
left the Slave Population wholly unprotected by law, and that every 
punishment which has been inflicted Upon the. Slavey by the Bench^ 
either by trial or otherwise, has be^ altogether, illegal ; for, if by 
tustom and usage the Slave Law.of Jamaica has not been considerea 
in force here, as £ar as it would apply to the local circumstances ot 
the country, then there has been no law, and, if it has been so 
recognised, the Bench, in declining the admission of the 25th a^ 
f29th articles of that Law,. on the recent trial of Mr^ Bowen, h^LS 
violated the sacred obligation, by - whick every Magistrate is bound 
on his admission into Office."^ 

Again he says, in his letter to Earl Bathurst, of date 10th. January, 
1822, speaking of the trial of Rhode^Island smd Phillis for their free- 
dom, '' The result of this trial, and the evident spirit of opposition to 
the poor Slaves, determined me never again to seeic redress for, them in 
the Court, as it is at present constituted ; and, on receiving th^efo^ 
the opinion of his Majesty's Attorney-Gmiehd respecting the poor In- 
dians, it became .necessary to resort to other means;, and I trust the 
Slan to which I have had recourse will meet yout Lordship's appro- 
ation.*** 

In his letter to his lordship, dated 22d February, 1822, he likewise 

' ' ■ . , . ... 

• . . .* 

' For the whole of tbii Letter see Appendix A. 
- * For tiie whole of this Letter see Appendix B. ' ' 
3 jPor (he whole of thb Letter see Appendix p, 
^' For iSe whole of ibis Letter sc^ Appeadifc tx. 
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0mdn0 UA imfimiaie to pumUk in thUComnhyJ^^ Hair» wtwoMt 
atk the world, could Uiis Settlemeht hare existed for iiieh a* length 
of time under such a frightful state of things ? What are we to 
suppose of our Govefoora* during this absence of all judicial re- 
slramt? Or will Colonel Arthur- make them equally cruel^ unjust, 
and guilty, aa he has represented us ? The matter carries its own 
refutation on the very face of it* Strange indeed it is, that we had 
no dreadful complaints of this sort, either before the arrived or since 
the departure of Colonel Arthur, and we confidently trust' we shall 
never have again. We do not mean to discuss the question re- 
specting Mr* Bowen, who has been acquitted by a British Jurv, after 
a trial instituted by Colonel Arthur more to persecute the Master 
than to protect the Slave; but, admitting Colonel Arthur's misre- 
presentations, are a whole Community to be stigmati^.ed and held up 
to the public view as monsters, because an act of felony has been 
punished by 39 stripes inflicted by a female, and which in the Mother- 
Country would have been punisl^d with death ? yet Colonel Arthur 
has done so— while he well knew, if he will declare the honest truth, 
that the Magistrates have at all times taken the most prompt mea- 
sures, whenever such questions were brought to view, and have 
instituted proceedings against the offenders. We do then boldly 
declare, that there is every Law to protect the Slave Population in 
this Country ; and we as boldly assert that Colonel Arthur's pro^ 
ceedings throughout have not been actuated by good and worthv 
motives, but by the sure prospect of aggrandizing hin»^ tbrourgl^ 
the interest of a powerful party at home, by dius working upon their 
blinded and mistaken feelings. We likewise as confidently assert 
that Colcmel Arthur himself, or those he employed, were the occa-^ 
sion of more discontent and unhappiness to the Slaves than had 
been amongst them before* As a proof of this, we will xiefer to a 
letter from Mrs. Carmicbael^ under date the 22d October, 1831, 
then to her evidence, as also to the evidence of Mr; Franoii 
Meigfaan : 

BeU$e^ ^9d O^ober, Ibn. 

SlH, 

I find myself compelled to apply to you to save me and my family fron^ 
iro pending ruin. My Mother, Mrs. Marv Hickey, left me at ber death a 
share of her property equal to that she left her other children, and appointed 
Dr. M. W. Bowen her Executor, dtreeting at thie same time that the pro* 
perty mav be kept up until the youngest child be of age, as will appear 
more fiiliy, reference being bad lo the Will. Now, either by misfbrtune, 
mismanagement, or oppression, it so happens that the Negroes belonging 
to the estate are in a iBtate'boraering on sedition and exasperation. They 
daily apply to me, even those that I knew the greatest favorites of my 
Mother, and complain of harsh treatment and cntel punishment being 
inflicted upon them by the Doctor, and plainly tell me that they cannot 
endure that state of misery much longer. If their complaint is founded or 
not I have no means of ascertaining, not wishing to pry into the Doctor^ 

f See Appendix, Letter £, for tiiis letter. 
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IjjMencr.watMgemetit of bis affairs; but It is ceruda that I bate nysdf 
seen tbis morning the sboulders and body of two of tbem cruelly, lacerated, 
when they told me tl)ey had been severely flogged, one oo Thursday and 
the oilier on Friday last ; and tbe same severe mmisbment repeated this 
morning on both.' FloriBelle, another negro belonging to the estate^ is 
actually now in jail in irons, though reduced almost to a skeleton by 
•icJuiess. The j^nisbment. of Venture (one of those whom I saw) was 
particularly severe, hawng been injiktefi hy a dUlwnded soldier cfthe tUi HM- 
udia lUgimemifWko toae considered in his regiment as a very heavy whi^i and 
who did not conceal that be owed a grudge to that poor negro. 

I do therefore apply to you that you may be pleased to appoint, or cause 
to be appointed, a Manager to the estate, by which, without violating tbe 
rieht of an Executor, tbe property may be saved from-fuio, and tbe miods' 
of tliose Netrues set at ease, or to give wbatever reHef you, in your mrisdoBiy 
may think nt» 

I am,. Sir, . 

Your obedient servatft, 

(Sifl^ed) E. M. C AEMIGHAEL. 

t^lond Ajsrnvv^f Ms Majetty's Superintendent^ 

. CommandmU^ SfC, Sft^i^c. ' '» 

9 

AT A MEETING OP MAGISTRATES, HELD THIS DAY, 
' NOVEMBER lOxa, 1825. 

Ifrs. CARMiCHAEt Called and" sworn* 

Question. Noticing a letter with your signature, dat^d the S3d Octobei^, 
188 It addressed to Colonel Arthur, bis Majes^s Superintendent, and in thib 
Correspondence, as laid before the House of Commons, who infiqencedyo^ 
to write tbat Letter? • . '* 

Answer. No person ; it. was my own^ deed : I went to Colonel Arttiur t^ 
complsdn, a|id he said 1 must write bim, as be could not take any measoreb 
unless I wrote him.' ~ '. 

Q. Who dictated tbe Letter for you, dated 33d October, 16Si| addressed' 
to Colonel Arthur f ' "''[ 

A. Jiidfor Coatquelvln:* I gave him the substance,- ' i 

Q. Did yon give Mt^or Coatqneivin the substance of that part of the Letter, 
tohere Teague was a very, heavy whip in the 7th West-^india Regiment f 

A. No, ' ■ ' 

Q. Did you ever apeak to Teaeue on that occasion ? 

A. To the best of my knowledge and belief I did not. 

Q. Did you not know that there was a great misunderstanding between 
your Mother's Executor and the Superintendent at the time you wrote that 
Letter? 

Jx» xes. ........ 

Q. Did you not hear that Colond Arthur wished to implicate your Mo; 
tbePs Exeoutor at the time ? ^ 

A. I do not wish to answer that queatioo. 

AT A. MEETING OF MAGISTRATES, NOVEMBER 34th, 1833. 

Francis Mbjohav sworn. 
Question. Had not you some conversation, with Colonel Arthur abou^ 

r 

* This^ Mijor Coalqnelvin was the chief counsellor and ad?i8er of Colonel Arthoi^ 
ind was tbe person appointed by him to cany on all prosecotions, possessed his qb* 
limited conideBce, and appeared aware of all hu intentions. 
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the time that your sister was making a complaint agaioit HL W. Bow^, 
jrour Mother's Executor f 

Answer. Yes. 

Q. State the nature of the conversation. 

A. Colonel Arthur sent for me upon some private husiness, and after 
some time introduced a conversation about my Mother's estate, and stated 
that he had had an unpleasant matter with Mr. Bowen, the Executor of my 
Mother's estate, that he, Mr. Bowen, would certsunly ruin the estate* and 
he was sorry to see that I did not hct more in conjunction with my Sister 
Mrs. Carmichael than I did. He seemed to wish me to write him to use 
his endeavours if possible to set aside the Will, and he stated he had a great 
idea of taking it from him the Executor altogether, and, as at that time Mrsl 
Carmichael seemed to me to be acting upon the principle of inducing the 
Slaves to revolt against the Executor, I considered that Colonel Arthur 
meant to wish me to join her in the same. It also seemed to me that. the 
Slaves themselves had been with Colonel Arthur. 

I told Colonel Arthur, in reply to his observations, that I never would 
join with anv one fo injure the Executor, as he had acted most kindly to mtf 
and I considered bis conduct towards the Slaves Kood. I must also further 
declare that had it not been for me, they would all have revolted : I myself 
coaxed them, and endeavoured to allay the ferment. The Slaves were auiet 
enough, but it is evident they were tatnpered with, and I am certain from 
my knowledge of them they never would have so acted, had they not her n 
secretly interfered with ; and it fully appeared to me that Colonel Arthur 
was actuated by feelings of revenge towards Bowen more than for the good 
of the estate. I do not speak this upon mere supposition, because he en- 
deavoured to persuade me that he, Bowen, was not my friend, and the general 
tenor of his conversation seemed grounded upon that principle; and such 
was Mr. Bowen*8 anxiety respecting the estate and bis fear of acting at jjl, 
lest it might be considered he was acting harshly, be sent for me, told me 
the delicate situation in which he was placed, and, as I knew the Negroes 
well, and was the eldest Son of my Mother, he requested me to intefere and 
point out to diem their error. I did so, and broujght a number round to 
their duty. It never was the natural disposition or the Negroes, for they 
bad been fully paid, and eveiy allowance requisite given them. 

By these documtfito it will be fully shewn, that considerable pri- 
vate enmity existed'against Dr* Bowen, and that these very Negroes 
had been tampered with : the inference will on this be naturally 
drawn by every candid mind, that Colonel Arthur was more ac- 
tuated by a determination to gain personal revenge over Mr. Boweii| 
than to benefit his Slaves. 

Amidst the mass of calumniating matter which Colonel Arthur has 
brought against us, we cannot avoid speaking of the trial of a woman 
named Duncanette Campbell, on which Colonel Arthur has laid jo 
much stress, and which he evidently wishes to be the criterion upon 
which the opinion respecting the Settlement might be formed. Upon 
this trial, the whole rested upon the declaration of the Slave herself, 
worked up to the highest pitch of jealousy and revenge against her 
mistress; bnt Colonel Arthur has. with much policy extracted from 
the record of the trial merely such parts as wear a harsh and severe 
appearance, rejecting the evidence on the part of the prisoner, which 
there can be no doubt from its substance influenced the Jury in their 
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decision. At this is one of the moat important features in Colonel 
Arthnr's letters against us, we deem it but proper to annex the Address 
of the King^s Advocate to the Court on this trial. He was Colonel 
Arthur's own particular bosom-friend and counsellor, and this docu- 
ment will fully shew the light in which we have always been consi- 
dered. He addressed the Court and Jury as follows : 

Gentleiien op the Bench, 
Obntlcmbk of the Jury, 

It falls this day upon roe to lay before you a case of great cruelty, com- 
imtted by the prisoner at the ntr against her Slave.^ Fortunately for the 
credit of this Settlement, such crimes are very scarce in this country. ^ It is 
its good fortune and pride that it has obtained the well-deserved praise of 
being of all spots, where Slavery is admitted as lawful, the one where Slaves 
are treated by their Masters with the most kindness and indulgeuce. 

This well-earoed reputation it is our duty to preserve unspotted, and too 
much praise cannot be bestowed upon our Governors and Magistrates for 
their determination to prosecute, with all the severity of the law, such per* 
sons who dare to tarnish our good name by their cruel treatment of those 
defeqceless beings which are left to their mercy, and who are so much de- 
prived of any feelings of humanity as to compare their Slave to the ox in 
their pasture, or the mule in their stables, tninlcing tbey have the same 
identical right to use the one in the same manner as the other-; but this 
prosecution will prove to them, I hope, that there never has been a more 
miltaJcen idea. 

The Law has entrusted, it is true, verv great powers to, the Owners of 
Slaves. It presumed with great reason that powers necessary for the pre- 
servation of discipline and subordination could not be placed in safer hands 
than the Master and Proprietor, who has an immediate interest in the wel- 
fkre, health, and happiness of his Slaves; but those powers, as they are 
granted by Law, are also strictly confined by the Law Within certain bounds, 
which it is a ^eat crime to infringe. The Law has granted to the Master 
the power of judgins and determining the punishment of small offences and 
misdemeanours, andhas fixed the quantum and mode of punishment, which 
cannot, be exceeded. Sueh powers it was necessary to grant for the protec- 
tion of the Master. In crimes of a greater magnitude the Law has granted 
neither the cognizance nor the punishment to the Master, but has instituted 
Slave-.Courts, where it is the undoubted duty of the Owner to bring his 
Slave to be there dealt with according to Law. It is therefore useless for a 
Proprietor to plead in extenuation of his severity of punishment, that the 
I crime committed by his Slave was of such magnitude that, though that pu- 
nishment appears severe, it is comparative lenity, considering ine crimen— 
that plea mu^t be rejected, because, as I have said before, he ought to have 
applied to the Magistracy to grant him a Slave-Court, and his taking: upon 
himself the punishment of such an offence was an assumption of power not 
granted to him, and an insult to the Magistracy and the Courts, by doubting 
their justice and defying their authority. 

Some iU-informed persons have conceived the idea that such trials as this 
may tend to loosen the subordination of Slaves : Never was a more erro- 
neous idea^ It must have the contrary effect Injustice and oppression are 
the parents of mutiny : Kindness, protection, and justice, tempered with 
mercy, are sure to produce affection and devotion I This country affords very 
striking examples of this truth I Where have Slaves sh^rwn such 8» attacl^ 
ment to their Master, as they have shown in the Spanish war, and on many 
tfther occasions ? We have here no Drivers at their back, or the cracking of 

C 
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wBips sounding at their ears ! In what part of the world, however^ do Ke^ 
groes perform such bard labor with such ap^entease apd alacrity? T* 
what cause are we to attribute those effects, if it is not to the feeling of tbe 
Slave, that his state of servitude is as light as it can possibly be, and that 
he considers his Master more in the light of a Parent than that of a Master. 
I will now, after these preliminary remarks, which I thought it mj duty 
to offer, bring before ^ou the evidences substantiating the charges, upon 
which the prosecution is grounded. They are so clear that I do not consi- 
der it necessary at the present moment to take up part of your time in ex- 
patiating upon them. 

Lastly, we annex an extract of a Letter from Colonel Arthur to 
Lord Bathurst, under date the 7th November, 1816, as follows: 

'' With regard to the state of the Blacic Population, I have the most 
heartfelt satisfaction in assuring your Lordship, that it is scarcelT 
possible it can be ameliorated : So great is the kindness, the liberali- 
ty, the indulgent care of the Wood-cutters towards their Negroes, 
that Slavery could scarcely be known to exist in this country, was it 
not for a few unprincipled adventurers in the town of Belize, who 
exercise authority over their one or two Slaves in a manner very dif- 
ferent from the great body of the community. 

'* The steps which I have taken with one of those characters (as 
reported in my dispatch to your Lordship of the 21st ult.) will, I hare 
no <loubt, be attended with the best effect, and I torn with pleasure 
from the unpleasant exception to the general features of the picture, 
which are so truly excellent. 

'' Amidst all our difficulties, in other respects, it is quite impossi- 
ble, my Lord, that any thing can surpass the treatment of the Slaves, 
miep, women, and children, in this country. 

** The men and lad^ work on account of their Owners five days in 
the week ; for the Saturday's labor, they are entitled by usage, which 
has become a law, to half a dollar, and the Sunday is entirely their 
own, 

'< The women are only employed in domestic purposes, and, if they 
have young children, no work whatever is required from them by their 
Masters. Infact, my Lord, I must confess, I have in no part of the 
world seen the laboring class of people possessing any thing like the 
annforts of the Slave Population of Honduras.*' ' 

This Letter was written after about two years* residence in the 
country, and after he had had an opportunity of seeing and knowing 
every man amongst us. It must be regarded as the full and honest 
conviction of a heart at that period unbiassed and unprejudiced, and 
as such it is to us a document of the most precious and important 
kind. Strange, that we should have thus suddenly degenerated, 
from all that is beneficent and good, to all that is cruel and bad ! 
Strange, that where the Slave enjoyed blessings, which the laboring 

' This Letter was transmitted to his Majesty's Ministers ^aboat the same time that 
the Duke of Manchester and the other GoTemors of the West India Islands were mak- 
ing their reports regarding the State of Slavery in the Colonies, and appeared, as we 
presume, by the sanction of Government, in the Times Newspaper of the 28tfa Aprils 
1817. 
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class, of other countries seldom experienced, in a few rndnlhs the 
. shackle 6f oppression should only be felt, or the lash of severity heard ; 
but we trust sincerely that the good, the wise, and the enlightened will 
see through this tissue of glaring misrepresentation and subtil ty, how- 
ever closely woven, and we will proceed to the next object which 
draws our attention, the Letter of Colonel Arthur to Earl Bathurst, of 
date 28th September, 1821, and in which he lays such stress on a 
, communication from the Officer of Police, that the Magistrates were 
acting in an extra-judicial manner. In this Letter he states, *' Oii 
the 1 1th inst. I received the enclosed Report, No. 1, from the Officer 
of Police, stating the illegal punishment he had been required by Mr. 
Bowen, a Magistrate, to inflict on one of his Slaves, and also detailing 
a most severe punishment which he had in part carried into effect, at 
the instance of the Bench; but with the further execution of which 
he hesitated to proceed, as it appeared to him contrary to Law.^'" — 
Certainly, the Officer of Police appears on this occasion a person of 
remarkable delicacy, as well as possessing a perfect knowledge of the 
law* It answered the views, however, of Colonel Arthur, who im« 
mediately seized the opportunity of asserting that the Magistrates 
, were acting in direct violation- of the law, as the Slave Law of Jamaica 
either had been or had not been in existence in this country, or so 
much of it as would apply to this Settlement. Colonel Arthur has, 
indeed, denied in his dispatch to Earl Bathurst, of date 7th October, 
1820, that such Law was in existence here, although in other instances 
he has admitted that it was ; but we have already declared the Slave 
. Law made in the year 1801 has been many years on our recordif, and , 
has been usually acted upon by the Magistrates in cases of criminal 
prosecution. 

Having established the existence of this Law, we will now shew 
that the act of the Magistrates, in infficting the punishment they did 
on these Negroes for desertion, was entirely in conformity thereto. 
By the Consolidated Slave Law; passed in 1816, two Magistrates pos- 
sess the power of inflicting punishment on Slaves for deserting from 
their owner for a short time; but, if beyond six months, they must.be 
tried by a Court and Jury, and their punishment hard labor or trans- 
portation. The Magistrates, therefore, in this case ordered the N.e* 
groes to be punished, and, whatever might have been their motives, 
it appears they were acting in strict conformity to this Law, and. by 
which they were warranted in their proceeding. It seems, however, 
not a little singular that the Police-Officer should, on this one occa- 
sion, have exhibited such a peculiar sagacity in discriminating the 
boundaries of the Law, or that he should thus have interfered with 
the authority of the Magistrates ; but in extenuation of his conduct we 
would remark that, from the despotic influence which Colonel Arthur 
exercised over those who, from the public situations they held, were 
dependent upon him, they were afraid to resist his measures, however 
unjustifiable they might be. That the whole of this circumstanqe 

' For the whole of this Letter, and the Officer of Police^t Letter, see Appendix A.^ 
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citeinAed»from€oioiiel Arthor, far tbe purpoie of Gtttine«riiiroli 
die Magistracy, will be ftilly evidenced by die answert of wit Officev 
to the questions put to him by the Magistrates, who were ind«c6d> 
ftom the singularity of the circumstance, to call him before them* al 
a' Meeting held bjr them on the 19th November, 1823. After being 
sworn, the following questions were put : 

Q. As we notice a Letter, with your signature, of the 11th Septem** 
ber, 1821, in Uie correspondence of Colonel Arthur, as laid before the 
House of Commons, who infliienced yon to write that letter ? 

A. Colonel Arthur directed me to write it. 

Q. Did Colonel Arthur dictate that letter for 70a? 

A. I believe he did. 

Q. Would you have written such a Letter, so reflecting on the Ma* 
sHtrates, if you had not been directed so to do, and it being diotatsd 
for" you? 

A. I certainly should not have written such a Letter, but I was or^ 
de^edtodoit. 

To what low and unworthy means could Colonel Arthur descend 
to "vilify and injure us; and, as a simple instance that he was not alto- 
gether the tender, humane philanthropist he wishes to be thought, we 
could bring to his recollection the circumstance of a free black maa 
named Abraham Cooke, whom he took from the hands of the Civil 
Power, after he had been committed for trial for an offence of receiv-« 
ing stolen goods, which, had he been punished by the Courts of the 
Settlement, would have sentenced him to hard work; but Colonel Ari 
thur tried him by a Military Court, and he was sentenced to receive 
seven hundred lashes. Colonel Arthur eoolly stood by and saw 4he 
punishment inflicted to the extent of five hundred, although the sight 
was distressing in the extreme ; the wretch had newet known punish- 
ment of that description, and at the early part of his suflerings his 
baick swelled prodigiously; but, by the time he had taken two hundred 
lashes, his back burst, and the flesh and blood flew in every direction; 
yet this humane character felt no emotion, not a muscle of his &ee 
wfcs changed, and he ordered three hundred more to be given on his 
lacerated and mangled body. Had the punishment of this miserabli ' 
wretch been exercised upon a Slave^ the inflictor would have reasos 
to expect nothing less than being sent home in irons ; yet this ie the 
man that unbloshingly and calmly vilifies the inhabitants ai devoid 
of all feeling of humanity. 

We would bring to the recollection of this most unerring, cautiouey 
and talented Lawyer and Statesman, that he, m the case of two mea 
named Coffee Cummings and Victdire Largie, who had been se&ten*> 
eed' to death by a Court of this Settlement, regardless of thoae 
solemn ties which bind EngKshinen implicitly by the spirit of th«ir 
Laws to mitigate rather than to add to their severity, re^urdless of all 
decehcy or humane consideration for the feelings of Uie -friends of 
these unfortunate wretches, wantonly overstepped the boundaries of 
the Law, trampled under foot Uie sentence of the Court, and losded 
it oveir the lifeleiis trunks of these miserable crealurety hj tamang 
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tfa^ir ii^diMctohe Uirowa into it fufnace and coMumed^ Kopttftid« 
^ 9^ thk prooeediag . was ssqictioned. by their sentmce^ which iUB|dy 
diii^ted th^t they shodd be hanged. 

,, We would briog to bis recollection that the man Cuffee Van Eft* 
ing» wholiad been tried for a most atrocious murder, and who had 
been snatched from the Civil Power some years before, and had 
retumeid to this; country with the disbanded troops of the 5th West* 
Ipdii^ i^itne^t : When this man was seen walkine the streets, and 
tbreateningi Tengeance against all those who had been evidences 
against him, and two of the Magistrates in consequence, with praise- 
worthy promptitude,) ordered him into .confinement, Colonel Arthur's 
humane heart dictated to him that it was a cruel proceeding ; he 
called the Magistrates before him, he; reprimanded them, and asked 
them how they dared to apprehend a soldier (this man had been sent 
to Honduras to receive his discharge); he issued a peremptory. war^ 
rant to take him from confinement, which was accordingly .done, Imd 
it was considered a favor that the Magistrates eventually procured 
the banishment, of this savage barbarian from the country* 

But Uie strongest instance of oppression is yet to be detailed, and 
whieb> after perusal of the procedure, will scarcely be imagined could 
hitve occurred in a British Colony. . 

Archibald Colquhoun, Esq.. one of the Magistrates of this Settle* 
meat, who (unfortunately for himself, and more so for the family 
that has been thrown upon the wot Id), objected, in his Magisterial 
capacity, to the proceedings on a trial instituted by. Cplonei Arthur 
in 1819, and founded on a law of a most compulsory and injurious 
tendency to this CQuntry, and which he, Colonel Arthur* by one of 
his famed proclamations by beat of drum, had enacted without the 
advice and consent of the Legislative Body. Our worthy Magistrate 
fi^t it his duty, when called upon in the solemn capacity of a Judge 
to decide on the properties of his Majesty's subjects, to resist what 
he. considered such prejudicial and ii^urious measures ; and when he 
foufltd such prosecution institu.ted by this Governor upon his own 
law, and intended to deprive a poor fisherman of his canoe (his only 
meant of subsistence), he descanted upon the impropriety of such 
harsh and unnecessary regulations ; and, in doin^ so,, w^^s ipost unr 
justifiably and unwarrantably insulted by the Secretary of Superin- 
tendent Arthur on the subject of his own private affairs, and wherein 
he had conceived himself deeply injured by Colonel Arthur, and him, 
the Secretary, Lieutenant Willis. Indignant at the presumption of 
this Secretary* he, in pointed terms, expressed.his sense of the injury 
he bad personally experienced, and the insolence of his conduct in so 
addressmg him while on the Beneh.. For this, and this only, he was 
aecused : His honest declar^ition that arbitrary measures had been 
adopted in regard to him, and that his property had been extorted 
from him, was assimilated to high treason, as being derogato^ to 
the respect due to his kingly person^ The Superintendent for! this 
had this Oentleman torn from his house at midnight^ and confined 
>in the commoo gaol of the Settlement $ he issudi a proclamation 
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anintt bim, in the name of his Majesty ; he arrayed the Court with. 
Military (his Officers) on the day of trial, as if to orerawe, md he 
remained personally with them, advising and assisting the indindnal^ 
whom he had tilled King's Advocate upon the occasion. The result 
of this trial may well be imagined : — Where no offence was. commit- 
tedy no g^ilt could be established ; he was of course acquitted 1 
Here an honorable mind would have remained still ; but no I Colo- 
nel Arthur, disappointed in fixing g^ilt on his prisoner, whom a Bri* 
tlah Jnry had snatched from his grasp, now meditated revenge, as 
much against the jurisprudence of the Country for not finding this 
Gentleman's guilt, as against that individual; and, as revenge 
against the Country, he has ever since been reviling the Judicial 
Authorities of the Settlement in his dispatches to the Secretary of , 
State. But to the more immediate object of our statement : — ^This 
unfortunate Gentleman (Mr. Colquhoun) being acquitted was nothing 
in Colonel Arthur's estimation, and he was determined at one bound 
to overleap every sacred principle of our laws, and to destroy at once 
that glorious privilege oi Englishmen, the Trial by Jury. Had the 
Jury returned guilt, all would have been well ; but, as it was the 
contrary, he assumed the power of Court and Jury ; he was satisfied 
of his g^ilt, and he sentenced him accordingly, as he, from his per- 
sonal authority, disqualified him as a Magistrate : But this was not 
sufficient ; he deprived him of that right that nothing but the sen* 
tence of a Court, for the worst of crimes, could inflict — ^his birth* 
right! He prevented him from sitting as a Juror in the Courts of 
the Settlement, and left nothing undone to degrade him. 

This (to a man of enlightened understanding, and who, by twenty 
years' residence in this country of honorable and upright conduct, 
bad naturally earned to himself that credit, respectability, and honor, 
which all men prize equally with life,) was deeply felt by Mr. Colqu- 
houn ; he could not bear to be thus reduced from hard-earned rank 
in the higher circle of life, and debased with culprits ; he was sensi- 
ble at the same time that it was in vain to seek redress here, where 
almost all were subject to the will of his oppressor; he therefore 
quitted his family and home, and proceeded to England to seek that 
redress, which he supposed could not there be withheld from him ; 
when, after spending both his time and property to no effect, he ulti- 
mately found his oppressor put beyond the reach of the Law by the 
appointment of Lieutenant-Governor of Van Dieman's Land. His 
hopes and expectations were at once blasted; he was to remain de* 
graded and disgraced, without even liberty to complain ; he returned 
to this country, to his home and family, but with a broken heart ; he 
survived his degraded situation but a few short days after his return. 
Melancholy and gloom sat upon his emaciated brow ; death appeared 
more acceptable to his frame, than dishonor to his mind. He has 
quitted this for another, and to him it must be a better, world ; and 
it will be long remembered that his parting breath, after bidding 
adieu to his wife and child, died away in the sounds of '* Colond 
^Arthur." 
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PART THE SECOND. 



THE ADDRESSES TO COLOXEL ARTHU& ON HIS SUPPOSED DE- 
PARTURE FROM HONDURAS CONSIDERED, THEIR NATURE, 
ALSO THE VARIOUS COMPLIMENTARY VOTES OF THE INHABIT* 
ANTS TO HIM AT THEIR PUBLIC ASSEMBLIES, AND SHEWING 
HIS MISSTATEMENT TO HIS MAJXSTT's MINISTERS ON THE 
SUBJECT. 

The next most important point on which the Inhabitants have to 
remark, in order to endeavour to undeceive their countrymen, by 
shewing their traducer in his true colors, and which they consider 
they cannot too fully explain or enlarge upon, is the Addresses 
presented to Colonel Arthur, the one dated in the month of Novem- 
ber, 1821,' and the other January the 7th, 1822, on his supposed 
departure from this Settlement about that period ; as also the Votes 
of Thanks passed in compliment to him at the various Assemblies of 
the Inhabitants. 

The world may justlv say, who are to believe these people ? Who 
are to comprehend their meaning ? At one period they represent in 
glowing language the tyranny and oppression of this Officer, and at 
another they have in a manner overwnelmed him with applause ! ! 

Paradox as it is, it is yet most true ; but it is also most true that 
these very applauses were given by secret compulsion, through fear 
of Colonel Arthur's displeasure; for, as we before stated, from the 
inquisitorial authority exercised over us ; from the power which he 
con^antly declared he possessed over the properties, nay, almost 
over the lives, of the Settlers, and from the unrelenting disposition 
which was known to distinguish him, even the most injured of the 
Community, when his friends arose in these public Assemblies and 
proposed such Votes, shrank from the dictates of conscientious prin- 
ciple, in order to avoid the danger, which they knew an open and 
declared opposition to his measures would infallibly have entailed 
ilpon them. 

The Meetings, when these Votes were proposed, seconded, and 
carried, were like the solemn silence of the tomb! none spoke, none 
expressed gratitude, no generous, kindly feeling pervaded the Assem- 
bly : The Speaker put the Vote, and in the silent acquiescence of the 
Mieeting alone these applauses, these thanks, and these Votes of adu- 
lation were recorded ! ! 

We must, however, to avoid tautology, refer our readers to the 
earlier part of this our statement of grievances, which will fully and 
explicitly shew the true feelings of the Inhabitants on this point. 
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We would next adyert to a more pointed matter on this subject 
than the general Votes of the Inhabitants ; we mean the Addresses 
to Colonel Arthur, said to be on his departure from this Settlement, 
and we consider we shall so fully convince his Majesty's Ministers 
and the world of the real character of this Officer, that little more 
need be said. We shall show that secret and undue influence was 
made use of to procure them, and that, upon the face of his letter to 
the Secretary of State accompanying them, there is the greatest mis- 
statement and misrepresentation.* 

We shall first refer to what is called the Address of the White In- 
habitants, which is dated the d2d of November, 1822. Shocked are 
we indeed to make this exposure : but when we find men, placed in 
high public situations, resorting to secret and undue means to injure 
unoflending persons, it becomes necessary to exhibit them to the 
world. 

The dispatch, ttansmitting this Address to Lord Bathurst, and da- 
ted the 5tn of Marqh, 1822, must, when seen through, be considered 
a composition unworthy of the Representative of a Monarch : It must 
be as disgusting to his most fulsome flatterers as it is unparalleled in 
the annals of Governments ! In this dispatch he makes use of that 
Address to blacken the reputation and character of the very men, who 
were paying him every compliment, and signing that which might be 
the means of raising him in the world : Who that has read that part 
where he virtually tells Lord Bathurst the Address is false, and that 
he has sent it to him to condemn the people of this Colony, and to 
hold them up to contempt and ridicule, will attempt to defend this 
act, this violation of principle and gratitude ? His words are — 

" Tlie sentiments conveyed in the Address of the White Inhabi- 
tants, when compared with the present feeling, is no feeble confinna^ 
tion of the vacillating disposition, which I have always oivev or 
THE PUBLIC Although, indeed, I am well aware that it does not 
speak the real sentiments of many, such testimony of the line of pro- 
ceeding by which I have been uniformly governed is, perhaps, the 
Wrongest I could possibly lay before your Lordship, and may help, 
by comparison, to illustrate any obscunty in the representations whidh 
may now go forth." 

Now, it is worthy of^ remark, that this Address is dated November 
the 22d, 1821, at a period when Colonel Arthur had not adopted any 
of the violent or inj\irious measures against the properties of the Set- 
tlers ill regard to the Indian claims : This he reserved until the prin- 
cipal Address (the Address of the White Inhabitants, as he styles it), 
had been signed^ and its transmission to him insured. Caring but lit- 
tle after this for any umbraee that might be taken at his measures, 
he confidently commences his attack upon the property of the Settlers, 
and takes an excellent opportunity in nis dispatch, dated four months 
after the Address had been signed, again to stigmatize the Inhabitants 
to Lord Bathurst, by calling his Lordship to notice that their feelings 

* For this Letter, Me Appendix G. 
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at that time are ^^no feeble confirmation of. their vacillating disposi- 
tion/' 

Colonel Arthur knows weU, that had he adopted the measures (which 
he afterwards did) prior to the Address being proposed in the Settle- 
ment, it would not have had a dozen signatures, i^or would his views 
have then been answered. 

This Address, little as he seems to value it by the unhandsome use 
he .has made of it, was prepared with every pains, and was received 
with apparent pleasure and pride by Colonel Arthur ; yet by that very 
Address he urges every point a^inst the Settlement, and paints the 
.inhabitants to his Majesty's Mmisters as little better than the very 
dregs of society. 

Fortune has, however, favored us by bis letters being publishiod 
and brought to light, and has enabled the Settlers to expose him by 
those very documents which he had prepared for their destructiqn. 

What can his most staunch and favored friends say to his« conduct 
in thus involving them all indiscriminately in the same censure and 
odium, without the candor of even naming those to his Lordship^ 
whom he had induced to believe that their interest, fortune, and re- 
spectability, were the chief .objects he had in view, and who had sup- 
ported him through all his measures, and rallied around him on all 
occasions : — Bitter and vexatious indeed must be the reflections they 
experience ! 

' With all this accumulation of stigma which he has endeavoured to 
collect around us, he has forgotten to turn his eyes within hk: own 
■bosom, and there read a self-convicting declara^on, that he was in 
that very dispatch knowingly, wilfully, and premeditatedly, deceiving 
the Minister of his Sovereign^ in two glaring instances : He says to 
his Lordship, ** the sentiments conveyed in the Address of the White 
Inhabitants ; " he must have well known whilst he was writing this, 
from personal acquaintance with them, that k large proportion of them 
were colored persons, and several of them of the lowest description, 
and that there was not a word in the body of the Address which in- 
tama^d that it came from the White Inhabitants alone. 
: We will, however, join issue with him that the Address did not 
speak the real sentiments of the Inhabitants, nor of the greater part 
of those who signed it. Prior to his going away, Colonel Arthur re- 
peatedly declared, that he had written for more extensive powers, that 
he expected them, and that he should most assuredly return, to Hon- 
duras with such : indeed, so positive was his declaration, that he as- 
serted death alone should prevent him from coming back in some 
formidable shape, as his Majesty's Ministers had honored him by 
calling him home, to be consulted on very extensive matters relative 
to the place : persons consequently thought that the most politip 
measure to pursue would be to endeavour by early attention to avert 
the coming storm, and under this impression was the Address signedi^ 

We will now refer to the second Address, and the utmost attention 
is requisite to analyse it. This Address, as it states, is the Address 
of the Colored Peopk of Honduras r Bvit what will the world say^ 

D 
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What win the Rigbt Henorkbk E«il Batimm thiak of il»» StfperbN 
tendent, Colo9e1 Arthur, who has told him that he has received and 
forwarded the Address of the Colored People, and which be belieTes 
** contains without exception the name of erevy male inhabitant of 
that class, of any reputation in the Colony V What can be said, when 
we contradict this, and decidedly declare this is palpably untrue i 
iHien we declare Uiat (of these Colored Persons who he states signed 
it) a large proportion of them are Negroes ; 9om^ of them but a few 
days before were Slaves, and most of them but little advanced to** 
wards a civilised state of society ; and we may safely declare, Irom 
our local knowledge, that the greater part of these people knew not 
what they were signing, and very few of them could read or write t 
Many of the Colored Persons, who have signed what is termed the 
White Address, have likewise put their signatures to this, thereby en- 
larging the list of names, in order to deceive the eyes of Ministers at 
home : What will be said when this is read ? It will scarcely be believed 
that the signatures of so many Negroes should have been attached 
to an Address of this kind, and that his Majesty's Superintendent 
was privy to it. Yet suqh was the fEiet, although he unblushingiy telle 
(as we have already stated) his Majesty's Ministers, that it contains the 
Dieime of every male Inhabitant of the Colored Class of any repota^on' in 
the Colony « Thus have we exhibited to the world two instances of 
most glaring untruth and deception in bis dispatches to his Sovereigiu 

It is in vain for him to attempt to answer this by declaring that he 
was unacquainted with the circumstance that the ma^)r part of theso 
people were Negroes, or of the lowest eoodition of Colored Inhabits 
ants; iot we well know, that from his long resideoce amongst us^ 
fi^m the restless and prying spirit of inquiry which distinguished fail 
Government,'and from the compactness of the community, so different^* 
ly situate from a population diffused over a wide extent of country, thsrit 
tAere was scarcely a man in the Settlement who was not personaU;^ 
known to him. 

The most undue influence appears likewise to haire been used^ in 
order to cause young Men of Color to sign that which they would not 
otherwise have done. A promise had been some time before held out 
by Colonel Arthur, that he would use his endeavours to procure for 
them the same privileges as the White Inhabitants, and this promi^, 
of such moment to the People of Color, we declare to haye been their 
principal inducement. Although it is difficult to prove an assertion 
of this kind, yet we trust that the evidence of Mr. Francis Meig^han^ 
whidi is annexed, will fully establish it. 

EXAMINATION BEFORE THE MAGISTRATES OF 
HONDURAS, NOVEMBER 24th, 1823. 
Feavcis Meiohan 9wom. 
« Q. Was any inducement held out by Colonel Arthur, either direct- 
ly or indirectly, to yourself, or any other person^ who signed an Ad- 
dress of approbation to him, dated 22d November, 1821? 
A* Yes ; he held out to me that he would make use of his influence, 
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«vli^1i« |bt 1kMi«; to '6buin Ar m f^w Pttrfoni ^ Color, that 
kkM he€ti trell ediitated, the' tfat&e priTileges as thone Enjoyed by 
While People ";''''•'■■■ 

] 9. P'oe6 U cone within jrourknbwkdge that th^ g^tae inducement, 
as.iiel^ put to you/ was jUso held but to others ? 

A. Yes:, i veiily believe ao. 

Siiffieleiit we think has now been siaid M these subjects. Stubborn 
ftcts speak for theaiAeWes, and we shall close tbi6 part of our Defence 
by annexing an' Address to Earl Bathure^ from^a very cbnsiderable 
idumber of the Itifaabitants^ boine months after GoioneV Arthur's de- 
^parture, wb^ it was reported there Was' a chance of his returning : 
this Address speaks volumes, and we. wU} qM)#egueaUy give it at 
length* 

To the Right Hon, the. Earl Bathurst, his Majesty's Principal Secre^^ 
tary of State for the Colonial Department, fyc. Sfc. Sfc. 

We, bis Majesty's roost dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Inhabitants of the 
British Settlement of the Bay of Honduras, bee leave to present to your 
Lordiship our sentiments of profound respect^ and to assure your Lordship of 
the happiness we experience in the removal of Colonel George Arthur, oui 
late Superintendent. 

At this time we forbear to call to yoiir Lordship's attention the many 
calamities and grievances brought upon this Settlement by the illegal, op- 
pressive, and unprecedented measures of Colouel Arthur, and, when brought 
under your Lordship's notice, we are persuaded they must meet Mrith your 
most decided disapprobation and displeasure. 

But, while we exult in our present state of tranquillity and security under 
the benevolent Superintendency of his £xcellency Major-General Pye, we 
are alarmed at the positive assertion m^e by Colonel Arthur on leaving 
this Settlement of his speedy return, which embitters all our present com- 
forts : and, however hurtful it might be to our interests, it is a duly we owe 
to ourselves to declare, that we prefer quitting this Settlement rather than' 
again be subject to his arbitrary measures. 

We entreat your Lordbhip to be assured that- our utmost ambition is to 
deserve the con6dence and good opinion of his Ms^esty's Government, how- 
ever much our conduct may have been represented to the contrary ; and. we 
fatter ourselves . that we shall, ever be found foremost in allegiance to our 
i^overeign, and in the defence of the British Constitution. 

We 00 therefore most humbly implore your Lordship's interposition with 
bis Majesty, that he will in his paternal goodness be graciously pleased to 
continue Major-General Pye in the Superintendency of this Settiem^it. 

A^d your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

John W. Wright, William Gentle, Georpe Gibson, Edward Meig- 
ban, W. Usher, Thomas Pickstock, Marshal. Beni^ett, John S. 
Hoare, George Aw. IJsher, John Poingdestre, Francis Wood, 
John Johnston, George Sproat, Wra. Walsh, J. S. August, Fre- 
derick Coffin, R. W. Betson, Thomas Pa&low, D. Betson, W. H. 
Coffin, Archibald Colqnhoun, George Home,.William Hall, Fran*- 
cis Meighan, James C. Altereith, Francis Valpy, Alexander An- 
derson, John M. Cunningham, Joseph E. Swasey, George Hume, 
James J. Monk, George B. Carter, Thomas Barnes, William T. 
Blake, Francis Young, William Gabouret, John Young, Samuel 
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F. Angiitt, Sdwia Goffin, Oeoree Usher, John Day Betson^ Joha 
BiXHTiiy William Potts, James Toirester, Thomas Slade, David 
TbomaoOy John Mlioud, Samuel Cooper, William W. Armitage, 
W* N. Fajpyiy MiyorBogers, B. Douglas, James Packer, Marshal 
Bennett junior, £. M.Eeene, Andrew Ross, William Lewis, John 
Thomas, George L. Gistock, William Beck, John Anderson, Jo- 
shua Gabottrel,Thomas Moody, Thomas Andersion, John Smith, 
Samud Howard, John Howard, Jervis Harrison, James Waldron, 
Thomas Bleckley, William Hampshire, Thomas Lester, M. Ga^ 
tin, John A. Craft, Hush Ganren, Benjamin Ward, John Mul- 
cott, Nathaniel Caswell, Richard Harrison, David Dixon, John 
Usher, John Austin^ Henry Pollage, Joseph P6lj[a|e, J. Cornish, 
William Hemsley, junior, Robert F. Wade, John Hunt, William 
Mackay, Stephen Stain. 
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PART THE THIRD. 

THB CONDUCT OF COLOITEL ARTHUR, AND HIS PROCEEDINGS, IN 
UNJUSTLY DEPRIVING (WITHOUT TRIAL OR WITHOUT SUB- 
MITTING THE QUESTION TO HIS MAJESTY's m!kNISTERS) THE 
INHABITANTS -OF HONDURAS OF THEIR PROPERTY, AND 
SHEWING THE UNHAPPY STATE OF THE COUNTRY IN CON- 
SEQUENCE* 

It was not, as has been already stated in the early part of this 
Defence, the wish or intention of the Masistrates and Inhabitants of 
the British Settlement of Honduras to nave had retrospect to the 
many grievances and uncomfortable circumstances^ which have oc- 
curred under the Superintendeocy of Colonel AfAer; but they 
must again repeat, that in consequence of the Correspondence and 
statements laid before Parliament and made by that Gentleman, 
affecting the characters and reputation of the Magistracy, and in- 
•joring the property and interests of the Inhabitants, and colored, 
ms^ified, and warped, to answer the private views and puerile piques 
of the individual who made them, they think themselves bound in 
justice to refute those calumnies, and to have the secret springs and 
motives of that power, which, under the cloak of asserting the rights 
of an oppressea and aggrieved race of people, has levelled its shafts 
to the injury of private feeling and the damage of ^private property, 
laid open to the world. A due subordination to legitimate authority 
is essential to the existence and welfare of society, but when that 
authority, to answer its private views, sacrifices its public integrity, 
and injures the Community which it was appointed to protect, it 
becomes the imperative duty of its Members, not only by a firm, 
manly, and temperate course of conduct, to oppose such measures, 
but, when their reputations and characters are attacked for so doing, 
openly to vindicate the steps they have taken, and the principles 
upon which they have acteo. In the present exposure they will en- 
deavour, although reluctantly brought into the field of controversy, 
to refute the injurious and unmerited aspersions ' which are . not 
levelled against the living alone — but even against the dead, and to 
bring before those, who are to decide the question, all the circum- 
stances connected with the business regarding the Slavery of Indians 
and their descendants. 

But, before they enter further upon the subject, it will perhaps be 
necessary to state the reasons which have withheld the Settlement 
for such a length of time as since December, in the year 1821, from 
taking some measures for averting the odium which has. been so 
lavishly bestowed upon it. It seems at the first view singular indeed 
. that so long a period should have elapsed, in which machinations of 
the blackest tendency were at work to overwhelm in their conse- 
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quench character and property, without some .attempt harfaig b^en 
made to coQnteract them ; but when it shall appear that those ma* 
chinations were carried on in so specious and artful a manner, that 
their dangerous tendency ifas scltfoe^ to b^ defined ; when it shall 
be made evident that that conBdence, which is usually attached to 
^ good faith of the RepresentatiTe of Majesty, was but made the 
channel of deception ; when it shall be shewn that every attempt to 
gain information respecting the intentions of Colonel Arthur in 
support of the Indian claims was rendered abortive by a refusal to 
deliver up the papers connected with the business, they trust it will 
no longer be a matter of surprise that the Settlement has been thus 
late in its defence. Whilst Colonel Arthur remained there were no 
bopes t)f ascertaining the ektent of the ibischief which was meditated ; 
but on his departure for Eilrope the Magistrates, eager to leant 
•dmetbtng of a business in which the Community at large was "SO in* 
ttnately interested, made an application to Major-General Pye, who 
wrote to the Keeper of the Publio B/ecords, directing him to take 
into his possession all papers and documents connected with the 
Indian business. Thus authorized by his Majesty's Superintendenly 
the Keeper of the Public Records made an application to the Clerk 
of the Board, requesting him immediately to transmit them, but 
received for answer that, the papers having been placisd in his hands 
fts C^erk to the Board by Colonel Arthur, he did not oonceive himself 
justified in delivering them up without his (Colonel Arthur's) sanction; 
* Thus, without a knowledge of the tenor of the eharges intended 
.t6 be brdught against them, or of the best mode to pursue in ^t»w 
bli^ng their defence, the iSettlers awaited in deep suspense aad 
enxiety the termination of the business. ' The arrival of the Carfi^- 
spondeiice relative to the condition of Slaves at Honduras, a$ 
^blished by order of the House of Coimmous> and which Teached 
At Settlement only in November, 1823, has at length enaUed thens 
to enter on their defence, and, as they trust, in the language and 
fctliu gs of an insulted and injured people, to repel those calunmief 
amd aspersions with which their traducer has endeavoured to load 
tttem. 

Having premised thus far, our object is to trace this arbitrfeury pro* 
oeeding from its commencement, and in detail to expose the subtle** 
ties, artifices, and machinations, which have attempted to subvert 
Idng-established claims, to blast and ruin character and reputatioii^ 
apd, by unsettlinc^ and shaking to their very fouildation those priii>> 
eiples of servitu(re instilled into the Slave from his birth, to open a 
path to scenes of anarchy and bloodshed, from which the mind rep' 
c6ils with horror. 

On the 19th of November, 1821, Colonel Arthur, as his Majesty*! 
Superintendent, attended the Legislative Meeting of the Inhabitants, 
and in the course of a long speech (an extract of which is annexed) 
he remarked, to the astonishment of the Meeting,' that he had re- 

« 

* For the Pfoceedings of this Meeting, lee Appendix No. 1. 
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ceifed a number of petitions from persons daimiii^ freedom as 
Indiaos, or of Indian deseent. He tnen proceeded fiurtber to state, 
*' The plan I propose pursuing is (and I hope it will satisfy all parties)^ 
to call upon a Committee of the most intelligent persons concerned, 
to state the grounds on which they defend their right to the senritode 
of those people, and then transmit the same with the petitions to his 
Majesty's GoTcrnment for instructions on the several questions.'' 
Whatever might have heen the surprise of the Meeting* at thus 
hearing claims, which not one of its Members had ever supposed 
liable to dispute, supported by the highest authority in the Commu* 
nity ; whatever might have been the mistrust that naturally arose on 
the recollection that no individual at that Jtf eeting, except those who 
might have been in his confidence, had the sm^lest knowledge of 
what had been going on between these people and the Superin«> 
ten dent ; yet, on the whole, this declaration of Colonel Arthur was 
satisfactory, since the Proprietors, conscious of the integrity ^nd 
rectitude of their conduct, wished for nothing more ,than that the 
question should be fairly and impartially discussed, and which fair 
and impartial discussion they conceived was decidedly guarantee^ 
by a declaration, thus publicly made in their Legislative Assembly 
and by the Representative of Majesty. 

With this understanding then they waited with anxious. solicitude, 
but without the smallest distrust, to see these measures adopte<^ 
when, on the diet of December following, the Community waa ap*- 
prised that Colonel Arthur had assembled a Meeting at the Ooveni^ 
ment-House, on the subject of the Indian claims. This Meetinr 
can be considered in na other light than Military, since we find 
Major^General Pye, the Officers of the Garrison, the- Field-Offioem 
of the Honduras Militia, the Chaplain of the Garrison, and the 
Secretaries of his Majesty's Supennlendent, forming the principal 
part of it; whilst, on the contrary, it would naturally be supposed 
that, on a question of such. momentous and vital importance, in 
which the prc^perties of many of his Majesty's subjects were at stake, 
the first object would have been to have called together an Assembly, 
as numerous and respectable as possible, comprising not only the 
Civil Powexs,but including likewise the most respectaJble Inhabitants, 
together with all that part of the Community interested as Proprietors 
of the descei^dants of Indians, in order tnat the grounds might be 
heard on which the latter defended their clauns to the servitude of 
these people, and that that pledge might be redeemed, which had 
been so unequivocally giyen to the Legislaitive Assembly on the 19th 
of November.* 

To this Assembly then Colonel Arthur addressed himself in these 
words: 

*' At the opening of the late Public Meeting, I alhided to the state 
of Slavei^y in which several of the Indians and their desceadaBis 

• • -It, .'i' 

■ For the Proceedings of this Meefiog, see Appendix No. 2» 
^ See the Proceedings of this Meeting, Appendix No. 1. 
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were held by some of the Inhabitants of this Settlement, and I also 
suggested measures, which I proposed adopting upon the subject, 
.trastiog it would have met with general approbation. 

" The circumstance, however, passed without the smallest atten- 
tion, and I am left in ignorance to the present moment, whether the 
proposition was satisfactory or otherwise to thie Community/* 
' The Pompey having since the *' Public Meeting presented me with 
an opportunity of referring the case for the opinion of the Attomey- 
Genend of Jamaica, through the medium of W. Bullock, Esq. Se- 
cretary to the Lieutenant-Uovernor, I shall beg to read to you the 
answer I received from that Gentleman.''' 

Confounded and surprised at this circumstance of Colonel Arthur 
being already possessed of the opinion of the Attorney-General of 
Jamaica, the few of the Meeting Vho were interested in the question 
stood incapable of an answer. Unacquainted with the grounds on 
which the Attorney-General had formea his opinion, or the coloring 
which Colonel Arthur might have given to the matter, they saw an 
overwhelmiifg force coming suddenly upon them, before it would be 
possible to concentrate their measures in order to resist its effects ; 
and when Colonel Arthur, with the tact and talent. of an able potiti- 
cian, shifted his ground, and proposed a Commission to hear evidence 
in proof of Indian descent, they submitted, glad to catch at the sha- 
dow of any circumstance which wore the appearance of impartiality, 
^r which could alone enable them to meet the matter fairly anil openlj^b 
Conscious of the integrity of their own intentions, and atill relying 
•on that impartial administration of right which the mind naturally 
attaches to the Representative of Minesty, tbey acceded to the mea- 
t^ure proposed, but soon found lliat the rock on which they had built 
tiieir confidence was as unstable as before. Scarcely had the Coih* 
mission commenced its sitting, when the Mjagistrates received a Letter 
from Colonel Arthur, which enclosed a Proclama^tion,* declaring at 
once the descendants of Indians to be free ; and dins, by this hasty, 
injudicious, and impolitic proceeding, without a trial, or even without 
a 'hearing, property was sacrificed, the tie was loosened between Maa* 
ter and Slave, and the spirit of defection from their employers net 
,onIy became general amongst this class of Slaves, but. extended its 
baneful influence over the African Negroes, on whose untutoied 
minds it was difficult to impress the conviction that they alsahad not 
a right to the same privileges. 

We will now exhioit an Extract from Colonel Arthu;r's Letter '. la 
£arl Bathurst, of date jthe 10th of January, 1822, in whieh he givef 
his account of this memorable day's transaction, and in which it will 
be observed he breathes the same spirit of ill-will towards the Settle- 
ment which pervades the rest of this Correspondence : he states — 
'* On the 31st ult. I assembled the Conunissioners of the Supreme 
Court, and tlie Magistrates, with the principal Inhabitants {all being 

^ See the Letters in the Proceedings of this Meeting, Appendix, No. 2. 
^ See Appendix, Nos. S and 4. 
^ See the Letter, Appendix, No< 6. 
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ftuiiei^ €(mufKedJi at the Government-House, ^nd having t^d b^for^ 
tkem the opinion of his Majesty's Attorney-General^ that it was iUegai 
to hold the Indians or their descendants in Slavery, and having read 
to them-the extract of the Consolidated Slave Law on the subjject, I 
proposed the appointment of Commissioners to investigate into the 
descent of the reputed Indians, who should also award fair and rea^ 
sonaUe reparation to su^ as had been iUtgaUy held in Slavery.** 

Surely such a paragraph as the foregoing was sufficient to ruin the 
Settlement in the estimation of his Lordship. Imagine the degrading 
picture of a number of individuals bending before his Majesty's Su* 
perintendent, and eager to support any measures he should propose, 
if, in bis beneficence, he would remove the effects of the criminal pro« 
. secution which was inq>ending over them. The Settlement cannot 
but imagine what must have been his Lordship's [opinion ; but it is 
with deep and aggravated feelings of indignation that,.on reference to 
the Meeting of the 31st of December, they find that there are two 
^sertions in that Dispatch which are palpably aad grossly untrue.-— 
*^ I assembled the Commissioners, dec. 0U being parties concerned J* "•>-• 
And again, " I proposed the appoinfenent of Commissioners to inves- 
tigate into the descent of the reputed Indians, who should .a}so award 
fmr and reasonable reparation to such as. had been. illegally held iir 
Slavery." 

NoW| in the first instance, as has been already stated^ there were 
but six present, who were interested in th^ Indian iQlaims, and in the 
second mstance not a word was expressed by Colonel Arthur (which 
€:an be fully ascertained by reference to the Meeting') regarding an 
mward of a fair and reasonable reparation to such as had been illegally 
lield in Slavery. It is said, that he who tells not ^' an honest tale 
arequires a retentive memory, and in documents of this importance^ 
^here assertions are made, which are unsupported by facts, w€ have 
A right to look with a jealous and si|8]^ciQtts eye on other parts of 
^e Correspondence. 

In retraoing the despotic measures parried into effect at this Meet-- 
ing, we have not only to expose a forifeiture of publiQ&ith, a viQlatioi» 
«^ lliat pledge on which the public had so securely relied ; w^ have 
xiot only to remark the subtilty with which he forgets tho dedaratiom 
•f caution which he eave at the October Meetingi and the plan which 
lie then declared he imoidd adopt; but we have to. repEobate, in strong 
and feeling language, the ungenerous atteqapt he has mad^ to throw 
Uame and odium jdu the Inhabitants, by inferring in bis address to 
that Meeting that not the smallest attention had been paid to his 
proposition at the October Legislative Meeting, since he must hiave 
been perfectly aware that the ipfedge which he gave to the public at 
that Meetings and on which tl^y had relied implicitly and securely, 
alone prevented them from stirring in the matter. 

In reviewing Ae proceedings of this Meeting, we would i^in 
draw the attention to that which has been already stated,, viz. that 

' See Appendix, No. 2. 
E 
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the Meeting of the 31st December' can only be considered ai a Mi-i. 
litary Assembly , or tantamount to such. According to the mimitev 
of the Board of that day, we find assembled, his Majetty^s Superin- 
tendent, Major-General Pye, the Judges of the Supreme Cottrt, the 
Magistrates of the Settlement, the Reverend John Armstrong* the 
principal Officers of the Garrison, the Field-Officers of the rrinoe 
Regent's Royal Honduras Militia, the Secretary and Assistant-Secie- 
tieury of his Majesty's Superintendent, the King's Advocate pro toHp., 
the Keeper of the Public Records pro temp,^ the Provost-Marshal- 
General, the Officer of Police, the Crown Surveyor, and the Pajrmaa* 
ter of the Prince Regent's Royal Honduras Militia. Why then does 
Colonel Arthur mislead Earl Bathurst, by stating that the Meeting 
consisted of Commissioners of the Supreme Court, the Magistrates, 
principal Inhabitants, and Field-Officers, &c. ? The matter is easily 
solved: In a small Community, such as we have in Hondnras, im 
find the same persons invested and commissioned at once with the 
various offices and appointments of Judges of the Supreme Court, of 
Magistrates and Field-Officers of the Militia, a sort of mnlti[^icatiOii 
of one and the same personage, of which Colonel Arthur has most 
adroitly availed himself, in order to give the appearance of numbers 
to his Meetings, without an absolute dereliction from the truth. In 
his Dispatch to Earl. Bathurst, of the 1 0th of January^ however, he 
presents the Members of this Meeting of the 3 1st of December to his 
Lordship in their Civil, and not in their Military, capacities, and 
speaks of them as Judges of the Supreme Court, Magistrates, and 
piincipal Inhabitants only. He must have felt, no doubt, that had 
the M!eeting worn too much the appearance of a Military Assembly, 
liis Lordship would most probaUy have expressed his surprise that a 
question of such vast and momentous importance, affecting not onlj 
the property, but, in some degree, the cnaracters of a considerable 
part of the Community, should have been disposed of by individiuds 
who were neither interested as Proprietors, nor amenable as Military 
men for any wrongs they might commit. — It is our wish correctly to 
state the number mat was ^present, and we find them to be twenty* 
three. All of them, with the exception of six, either Military men, as 
Officers of the Garrison, and Field-Officers of the Militia, or Gentler- 
men holding offices under the Crown. There were six Proprietors^ 
but to no very considerable extent. To this Meeting Colonel Arthur 
addressed his proposition for appointing a Board of Commission, wiUi 
adequate powers to investigate into the claims of the descendants of 
Indians. This was acceded to, as we have already stated, on the 
part of the Proprietors, with the expectation that, as nothing fior^er 
could be done until the Board made its r^>ort, time > would be thins 
afforded them to concentrate their measures, and defend their rtgfats* 
But the Proclamation of Colonel Arthur of the 5th of January, 1822,*^ 
declaring at once the descendants of Indians to be free, destreyed 

• 

' For the Proceedings of this Meeting see Appendii, No.. 2* 
^ See Appendix, No. 4. 
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the latl prop to which, in the extremity of their case, the Proprietors 
had clung. 

But, notivithstanding this, the Magistrates, actuated by ever^ wish 
to facilitate the progress of the examination, in order that justice 
might be rendered as speedily as possible to all parties, wrote to Colo- 
nel Arthur in reply,' and oitered the public purse to bear all the ex- 
pences of the proceeding^. 

This fair and liberal offer, not answering the views of Colonel Ar- 
thur, passed of course without notice, and on the 8th of January, 
1823,' he communicated by Letter^ that he had himself appointeid 
Commissioners* 

In tracing the whole of these proceedings of Colonel Arthur, we 
have to exhibit a detail of arbitrary measures, enforced by a still more 
arbitrary power ; but we have now to record an act of despotic autho- 
rity, the equal of which has never disgraced the annals of a free State, 
and which can scarcely be conceived to have been perpetrated in a 
-Community, claiming the protection of the British Constitution and 
the rights of British subiects. On the 22d of January, 1822, Colonel 
Arthur, conceiving perhaps that some of the enfranchised Indians, 
jiotwithstanding his Proclamation, might still be inclined, from mo- 
tives of affection and excellent treatment, to remain with their Mas- 
ters until the question of freedom had been decided at home, issued 
his warrant to the Commissioners,', under a most weak pretence, to 
empower them to order the Provost-Marshal to take into his charge 
all Indians laying claims tp their freedom.* This they did, and thus 
was forcibly wrested from the Ownerp all controul over a property, of 
which no Act of the Law had yet deprived them. This, stretch of 
prerogative in the Representative of a Government, restrained by the 
very spirit of its Constitution from infringing the rights of the Sub- 
ject, was followed by a measure, as dangerous and impolitic in its ten- 
dency as the other had been unjust and arbitrary in its principle : 
The Provost-Marshal received orders to muster the Indian claimants 
weekly in the open streets, and thus to exhibit to the unenfranchised 
African Negro an example, which was calculated to arouse the worse 
passions of his soul, and to.open to his mind views and impressions 
which otherwise might have slumbered for ever« Incapable from his 
confined state of intellect, unexpanded by the influence of education, 
of comprehending definitions of rights and claims established by treaty, 
the African, as he saw the descendant of the Indian, who was lately 
his fellow-labourer, '' free as the wind of Heaven," felt deeply aggrieved 
that he was not likewise a participator in the same freeaom. To the 
naturally good disposition of the Slaves of Honduras, and to the ex^ 
cellent treatment which they have ever experienced from their Owners, 
Colonel Arthur inight attribute his good fortune that he has not to 
answer at the bar of his country for Uie commission of those crimes, 

' See Appendix, No* 6. * See Appendix, No. 7. 

3 Ste Appendix, No. 8. ^ Sea Appendix* No. 9. 
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and theperpetfati(HiX)f those outrages, Which hare always dhtingiiisli^ 
€d-the acts of a Slave Insurrection. 

On the 28th of Janui&ryy 1822, Colonel Arthur" wrote to the Ma- 
gistrates on the subject of the Indian claims, again referring to thd 
opinion of the Attorney-General of Jamaica, and alluding likewise to 
the reparation to be awarded to these people/ This letter will be 
read with attention, for, if the Settlement -had not been previously 
lAipressed with the conviction that neither justice nor impartiality 
was to be expected from their Superintendent, this undoubtedly 
would haveconvinced them. The wnole tenor of the Letter breathes 
nothing but insult added to injury. He can speak of the pom* and 
oppressed Indians ; he can advocate the cause of an aggrieved and 
injured race of people, at the very time that he is infringing rights, 
ruining property, and with cold indifference reducing famihes from 
competency to beggary. The poor Owners come not within the 
verge 6f his charity : Tiieir losses, their inconvenience, or their miii^ 
seem to be to him a matter of total indifference* Philanthropy of 
this sort, which is exclusively directed to the aftieliorating the condi- 
tion of one race of beings to the destruction and ruin of another, we 
have a right to regard with an eye of suspicion. It is the pUlan« 
thropy of the bypocrite 1 • 

Appearing still unsatisfied with the lengths to which he had gone, 
or wishing still further to intimidate the l^ttlement, Colonel Artlnir, 
at the close of this Letter, threatens the parties with a writ of nuMh 
dmmiB from the Court of King^s Bench to remove them for trial to 
Bbgland, &c. This Letter, however, was overwrought, and in itk 
effects proved diametrically opposite to Cblonel Arthur^s views. It 
was impossible that during these scetielEi of oppression aiid tyranny 
the Magistrates, however reluctant they might have felt to act in 
opposition to the views of his Majesty's Superintendent, could 
look on with an indifiere^t eye, and see the nghts of their Con- ^ 
stttuents thus trampled on by one, at once regardless of the vio^ 
lation of public faith, and the sacred confines of prhrate property'. 
They began to seek by what rieht these descendants of Indians 
really claimed their freedom, and in consequence wrote a Lettet 
to Colonel Arthur, dated February the 5th, praying to be allowed 
to see the documents upon which the Attorney-General gtive 
his opinion.* To this Letter Colonel Arthur never deignea a' 
reply. 

It appeared, however, that he now felt convinced that he had gone 
too far, and, apprehensive that he should "not be able to quell th^ 
storm that was gradually gathering around him, he had again re- 
dourse to his favorite measure of calling a Meeting at the Govern-^ 
taeut-Hoase.' On the 11th of February, 1822, this Meeting wa* 
held> and was composed of sixteen persons, five only of whom wer« 
interested : At this Meeting, small as it was, he met with an opposi- 
tion. Which he had not before experienced : The eyes of men were 

• See Appendix, No. 10. » Ibid. No. 11. « Ibid. No. 12. 
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now opened: It wm peieeived that miMt adfintaget had been 
taken of previous conceaaionsy and in the veiy lan(puge of Colottel 
Arthnr himself theaaflqppeara a degree of coostrained moderation, la 
if he himself were conscioua of having gone too far. It is sinrniar 
that at this meeting he declared ^^ I afiaft not take upon my*«f to 
give freedom to one aiogle Indian/* Hud he fioffgotten hia jProda* 
mation of the 5th of January, or hia Warrant to the Commisaionera 
of the 22d of the aame month ? By this Proclamation and Wanant 
the Indian Slave was rendered as independent of hia proprietor^ 
as if the strongest act of the British Legislature had laswed 
him his freedom. But to such incongruitiea and violations of 
truth on the part of Colonel ibrthur we nave been so aocnatomed 
throughout this business, that it has ce^ed to excite our astonial^«» 
ment. 

By Colonel Arthur's conduct at this Meeting it will Ittcewise be 
perceived that he used the same deep system of political duplicity 
towards his Majesty's Miniatera, whicn he had previously displayed 
towards the Settlement Aware that the Meeting was not likely, aa 
the former did, by aeconding his views to compromise their undoubted 
rights, and, without a^ trid or aay legal proceaa, to aacrifice their 
property, he declares *^ that he is sorry to perceive that trauimitting 
the whole of the doeumenta to hia Mi^ty'a Ooverament ia the only 
alternative.'^ By UuMi throwing the matter into the banda of Minia« 
tera at home, he. hoped to eover hia retreat from a dikauna, into 
which hia own raahnea^ badplnnged hiin, and from which he dreaded 
his abilities would be unable to. extricate him. With this view ha 
writes a Letter to the Secretary of State, dated the 28th of February, 
1822, in which Im endeavonra to make him become the inatrument 
of a sj^stem of oppression too mighty for hia own guidance.' He 
tells him, '^ I have gone too £ur tp retract,^ and it alone vemaine for 
me to submit &e case to the wisdom of. hia Mueaty*a Govornment, 
in the confident hope it will be conaideoeyd that I have done nothing 
more than my duty :*' He theneacpreaaeaahope ^' that some audiority 
with ample powers might be constituted to emancipate these people. 
Here must be remarked the deep political craft, which helias evinced 
in this Letter. He asks for approbation to meaauies, which ha 
knew he could not justify, that under the aanetion of Qovernment 
he might screen himself from the indignation of the Settlement, and 
he suggests the necessity of amjde powers being sent out to do what 
he bad already done, as he was aware that the powers which he then 

Cssessed did not authorise him to stretch hia prerogative to the 
igths to whiokhe had carried lU After having piadged himself 
solemnly in the early part of the business that he would submit ali 
to Government, and not move himself, we find, in the progress of 
the affair, that he successively becomes the judge, assumes kingly 
powers, disregards his Government, does irreparable injury to mauy 
of his Majesty's Subjects, and then asks the applause of his Govern- 

* See Appendii, No. IS. 
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maiit, wiUKHit bayiiig tubnttted the cate to their wisdom, until he 
found himself compelled by necessity. With the greatest confidence 
we shall appeid to the wisdom of his Majesty's Ministers, and ask 
Ihemthis simple question.- Had Colonel Arthur adopted tiie cau^ 
tious measures to which he solemnly pledeed himself; had he only 
received the petitions of these people, and heard the replies of the 
Owners, without holding out to these ignorant creatures the prospect 
or the hope of emancipation, which perhaps never would be realised ; 
had he transmitted the whole silently to his Sovereign for his decision 
and orders^ would they not have applauded him, would they not have 
said he was a faithful and cautions Servant, and had acted wisely? 
Ilien time could have been riven for due consideration, and, if in the 
end the Claims of these peoj^e should have been considered just, how 
delightful would have been the surprising intelligence to them ; how 
superior would have been their enjoyment, in comparison to the 
wretched state of suspence they are now in. If their claims had not 
been approved by our Sovereign, no misery, no wretchedness, and no 
heart-rending feelings would have been excited : They would have 
been entirely ignorant of the discussion of the question, and remained 
contented where they were before. . But now, it is a dangerous and 
^ing question, let it be decided as it may : On the one hand the 
greatest mischief and most fatal consequences are to be apprehend* 
ed, and on the other the most wretched disappointment. Colonel 
Arthur, by his imprudence, has plunged his Majesty's Ministers into 
difficulty, and excited feelings that the most soothing hand can never 
•often. 

There b also in this Letter, under date the 28th of February, 1822, 
a paragraph, wherein he endeavours again to impress upon his 
Lordship that the most vile acts of atrocity were constantly commit* 
ted cm the Indians on the Mosquito Shore. He tells Lord Ba- 
thurst that instead of his Majesty's instructions being complied 
with, ** which at all timek manifested the most tender concern to 
secure the mildest treatment towards this inoffensive race of men, 
by the affidavit of some of the most respectable evidences your 
M>rdship will observe diese poor Indians were hunted down in all 
quarters, and absolutely smoked out of the holes and caves, in 
which they had taken refuge from their n^acious and merciless pur- 
0uers«" ' 

. What a field for the sentiment and feeling of this kmd-hearted 
philanthropist to expatiate on I Yet will it not appear an act of the 
Hlsepest injustice, when we declare that the circumstance is groMly 
exaggerated and wilfully mistated, for it will be distinctly seen, by 
reference to the proceedings of die Commissioners, that there are 
only two evidences who speak relative to such a circumstance : One 
ts a poor, simple Buccatora Indian: But, as it has been deemed 
necessary to re-examine her, we sh&ll refer to her evidence, by which 
it will be seen that at the best it is but hearsay, and we can also de- 

' See Appendix, No. 9. 
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cktodly say that it is by tradition alone tbat she knew-oC tbe circum- 
stance (and which she fully explains in the testimony heore referred 
to), it had occurred about jone hundred years before she was born, as 
the old King Jeremy she describes as fitting 6ut the ezpeditioB, and 
who is said to have committed th^se acts, governed the Mosquito 
Shore during the ^eign of Charles the Second. 

The other evidence is a Negro woman, who also is not aware of 
any. such circumstance but by hearsay. 

This misrepresentation is uien too evident : It can require no com- 
ment: It only adds to the long chain of perversion of facts and the 
exaggeration of circumstances, on which we have so often commented 
in former parts of the Defence* 
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PART THE FOURTH. 



SHSWIKO THE AUTHORITY BY WHICH HIS XAIBSTY 8 SUBJECTS TH 
HOVDUAAi HELD THE PROPERTY^ OF WHICH COLONEL ARTHUR! 
UNJUSTLY DEPRIVED THEM, AND THAT THEIR TITLES TO THS 
SAMB WEREeROUNDEDOK AN ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE PASSBI> 
BY HIS majesty's SUPERINTENDENT IN COITNCIL ON THE M08* 
QUITO SHORE ; ALSO EXHIBITING THE INJUSTICE OF COLONEL 
ARTHUR IN HIS LETTER TO WILLIAM BULLOCK, ESQUIRE, SECRE- 
TARY TO THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF JAMAICA, OF DATE, 
26th NOVEMBER, 1821. 



After having thus traced, as was our intention, the conduct of 
Colonel Arthur uiroughout this momentous business, and we tru^t that 
under all the circumstances it has been done with ten^per and impar- 
tiality, it becomes our province next to inquire on what grounds Co-^ 
lonel Arthur considered himself justified in these arbitrary proceed- 
ings, and by what documents and evidence he conceived himself au- 
thorised in disputing rights and property, which had remained undis- 
turbed for the space of nearly a century, and we shall then shew by 
what title we hold it. 

In the subversion of lobg-established claims, sanctioned by the ve- 
nerable fiat of time, it is usually considered that the greatest caution 
and circumspection should be observed, and that the testimony, either 
'written or oral, on which such change or innovation is attempted, 
should be of the strongest and most undeniable kind. To Colonel 
Arthur oral testimony was in a great measure denied by the long 
lapse of time, and from the records of that period he could alone hope 
to gain the information he required. To these records he had access ; 
they were laid before and examined by the Comtuissioners of his own 
appointment and choice, and on them we are to suppose that the 
measures he pursued, and the acts which he autKorised, were ground- 
ed. What then are we to thibk ? When, after the departure of Co- 
lonel Arthur for Europe, and free access was had by the Settlement 
to those records, the very first document, which presented itself to the 
view, was the very authority and grounds on which the descendants- 
of these people were held in Slavery, and which will, to every unpre- 
judiced mind, exonerate the Inhabitants from the odium, which he has< 
cast upon them in his Letter to Lord Bathurst, dated 10th January,, 
1821^, and to Mr. BuUock, of Jamaica, and which should have set the 
matter for ever at rest. ' 

Having referred to this important paper, which, from some inexplL- 

* For these Documents sec Appendix, No. 5. 
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CffMe cause, could not be discovered during Colonel Afthur*;! 9tay 
lA this country, although the keeper of such document was af ting 
under his immediate control, and which also brings to light the 
injustice of this Superintendent, and at once establishes the clain^s 
^Uie Indian Pix>prietors, we think it neoeasary, in order to elucidate 
the matter still farther, to shew,, that this document is the title by 
^hich the Proprietors hold these people, atid that it is an Act of the 
legislature^ of the Mosquito Shore, and founded on the express in- 
f tnictioBS of his Majesty's Ministers through Sir Basil Keiths GoTtr* 
B^ of Jamaica. 

' . It is a matter w^ known here that a trade had been carried mh 
jfSkW near a century past, by persons from North* America and Jsi* 
Mica, particularly with the Darien and San Bias Indians, on what 
if. termed the Indian Coast, and that they obtained Slaves from - 
thence : this was carried on to such an extent, that the Island of 
Jamaica, in the year 1741, passed an Act prohibiting such traffic, 
kttt at the same time confirming a right of pro][>erty to those 
•faready obtained ; but this not appearing to have the desired effect, 
•ad that these traders were approacliing near tl^e Mosquito Shore 
with the same intent, the Mosquito King,, in the year 1775, sent an 
Embassy to Iiondon, to pray our Government to stop the practicea 
il British subjects. This Eipbassy was favorably received, and in 
i omsequence orders were instantly transmitted to the Governor of 
i Amaica to take the most effectual measures to prevent it ; and as 
iie Mosquito Indians had, in several of their skirmishes and wars 
fith the Indians of the interior (who were constantly being incited 

5 the Spaniards in the back countries to attack them, m consequence 
fheir friendship and alliance with the English), taken som^ pri- 
mutis, and some of whom they made Slaves, some they took as 
Wf^Bh and some they sold to the English Settlers in their country, 
Mr Basil Keith, then Governor of Jamaica, who had received the 
Met positive instructions from the Bight Honorable the Earl of 
BarlBiouth, his Ms^esty's Secretary of State, wrote to the Inhabitants 
jtf Ae Mosquito Shore,' and acquainted them that he had sent to 
ftflm a Mr. Fergusson as his Msyesty's Superintendent, with In- 
ItoBCtions and a Proclamation, drawn up in the words of Lord Dart- 
MMoth, on that ai^d other subjects. 

• This Letter and the arrival of Mr. Fergusson gave universal sati^r 
falSon,* and all men cheerfully joined him in his endeavours to 
nsedj every evil ; and he, fully to exhibit lo the Inhabitants the 
fMlentions of their Sovereign in regard to their conduct^ And to the 
fidaving of Indians, lays before them the Letter from Sir Basil 
Idth to Robert Hodson, Esquire, their former Superintendent, 
lited the 29th of December, 1775, and enclosinfir Lord Dartmouth's 
kter of the 2d of August, 1775, to him, Mr. Hodgson:' he then 

' For this Letter see Appendix, No. 14. 

^ See the Inhabitai^' Letter, Appendix, No. 21. 

3 For these Letters see Ai^;ieiidu, Nos. 15 and 16 
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immediately obeyed the commands of his Sovereign, and pablisheA 
the Proclamation^' agreeably to Lord Dartmouth's Letter of instruc* 
tions to Sir Basil Keith ; he also poblished on the Mosquito Sliofi^ 
the Instructions he received from Sir Basil Keith, wherein he ww 
difecteA' immediately to cause a Council to be elected, who shovkl 
witli him act as a Legislative Body, and that, agreeably to Sir BasH 
Keith's Proclamation,* the Inhabitants should no longer act ondeir 
Laws not sanctioned or not approved by their King. 

The next act of Vii. Fergusson, the King's Superintendent, VW, 
in obedience to thes^ his orders, to issue his Proclamatioki, cal]ii^ 
upon the Inhabitants to assemble together and elect a Coand? 
This Council was elected, was sworn, and commenced legisIatiHtf 
and, after enacting some Laws, they proceeded to carry into fSbsffL 
the wishes of his Majesty's Government, by passing a Law to preveal 
British subjects purchasing for the future any Indians. -* 

On the 22d of August, then, in the year 1776, his MajestyVCM^ 
perintendent in Council, appointed and approved under the exprew 
-sanction of his Majesty's Government, passed a Law» prohibiting Ai 
future any Indian, or descendant of Indian, being bought from #tt 
Indian tribes, taking the Act of Jamaica of the year 1741^ for tfidjb' 
guide, which indeed they almost copied, but at the samb niiB^ 

BT THB TUIED clause OF THIS ACT, EXPRESSLY CONVIRMnM 
THOSE ALREADY POSSESSED. , - ... * 

Here the Inhabitants now make their stand. On the faith of Ihitt 
Government they rest. , The persons, whose properties were 4lMpi 
secured to them by this Act of Legislature, now sleep in the ^gnkfi 
and those properties have been transferred into many and vai irt M 
hands, and have come mostly by purchase to the present holders. ; " 

On this Act they found tneir claim to the descendants of tiMo 
people, who were removed to this country under the' orders 4)f liia 
Majesty's Government, on the evacuation of the Mosquito Shortf^m 
the year 1787, and there has not been a single Indian etisUMdl 
since the passing of that Act : as such, it is clearly demonstMlM 
that the descendants of Indians in this Settlement are the descMMfc 
ants of those held in Slavery previous to the passing of thb 'Aoli 
which so particularly provides for that point in the third Cbuilt' 
alluded to : consequently, without a breach of public faith --witittiifet 
trampling under foot and rendering null every Law — without Ash- 
stroying those barriers and bulwarks, which have been erected illj 
the labors of the wise and the learned for the protection of privais 
property — without a violation of those rights, which are the boiSt 
and privilege of Britons, the claims of the Proprietors to the serf itnde 
-of these people most be clearly and decidedly established. 

We cannot, however, avoid commenting on one most singular aflA 

' For this ProclaiDation see Appendix, No. 17. 

^ For the Instructions see Appendix, No. 18. 

3 For this Proclamation. see A{^endix, No. 19. 

^ For this Act of the Legislature see Appendix, Ncr. 30. 
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jMnarki^ble circumstance ; that this. Aet,- so imporlant in its results, 
And which, if it had been promulgated, would at once have av^iited 
jail the circumstances of this, unfortunate business, should never have 
jnet the eye of Colonel Arthur. Knowing Colonel Arthur as we do^ 
:%man profound in researches where his interest or his attention was 
isPBLY/n, with free access . to every part of the Mosquito Records, it 
•wears an appearance of such a violation of public principle, that we 
Mush as we record it. -. 

. * It i^ in vain that he will tell us. that-he never heard of or saw this 
document : the record bore every mark of having been examined, 
the : book opening more readily at that folio than any- other ; and 
supposing even that this Act was never seen by him, which is con- 
jecturing an almost impossibility, it would only shew the remissness 
iKud negligence with which a question of this vast importance to the 
Settlement was treated by one, to whom the power had. been dele- 
gated by his Sovereign to watch over and guard its interests. 
p In addition to this, it is absolutely necessary that we animadvert 
^ his (Colonel Arthur's) Letter* to Mr. Bullock, the Secretary of 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Jamaica, under date the 26th of Novem- 
1ier,l82l. 

v.. This Letter is not only, like many others of Superintendent 
•^Arthur, glossed and softened down with that specious reasoning and 
deception, which he was so well aware played upon the feelings of, 
Ihe major part of the People of Britain, and which have now for a 
length of time been by artifice and delusion kept constantly awakened, 
■A^t it is a masterpiece of every thing but what is upright and honor- 

I. By those unacquainted with the Mosquito Shore when it. was 

settled by the British, and with the Bay of Honduras, their local 

.CiBstoms, their Inhabitants, the general kindness of Owners to their 

IBaves, and the fidelity of those people, it would from this Letter be 

inferred that they were but little better than a lawless band of 

affians, who found no difficulty in committing the greatest act^of 

^justice and oppression. His first paragraph opens the libel by 

' staling, ''that, notwithstanding the greatest opposition, the freedom 

.^j9f eighteen persons was established by a Bench and Jury.'' His 

'Jl^J upon the worcl '' greatest opposition" is dishonorable. in the ex- 

tnsKie ; he would wish it to be believed that the People generally, or 

\&e Authorities of the Country, had offered opposition. We deny 

Aa correctness of the statement, and declare there was not any. op- 

fiosition. 

'The Owners of these people it is tnue, when they found claims 
.started and measures adopted to take away property that had been 
||«ld for near a century past, and had been transferred through many 
luuids, naturally used their endeavours to shew their right to what 
Uiey held : surely such cannot be called opposition ! Individual 

> For this Letter lee Appendix, No. 5, in a Letter to Lord Bathurst, enclosing this 
Letter to Mr. Balfock. 
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niafrtioii to protect righiu, which were heV^ befdrci dfstmtedy cfl 
in the eyes even of the modt enthusiastic friends of (jr6neral £ 
cipation, be considered what Colonel Arthur so maliinantly ^ 
the world to think. These people did certainly obtain a verd 
their favor, nor shall we eyen attempt to discuss the merits 6 
▼erdicty but shall simply state this — ^that in the year 1774 their 
fathers tried the cause for their freedom, soon after the death of 
' Master, who is stated to have given them their liberty : the trial 
place when all the parties concerned, who well knew their cl 
when all the witnesses in their favor,, were alive ; yet, strange t( 
that in those days, after a patient hearing, it was found that 
were not entitled to their freedom, and it is still more strange 
half a century after circumstances should so have altered as t 
title them to their manumission, when the oral evidence, which 
have developed and explained every transaction, had ceased tc 
Yet. after all this, after Superintendent Arthur had gained the ] 
he 18 still alarmed, and tells Mr. Bullock that '' the ikjustk 

so EXTENSIVE, THAT HE FEl^LS IT NECESSARY TO PRO 
WITH THE GREATEST CIRCUMSPECTION.*'* 

From this not only would the world draw the most unfavc 
(Conclusions, but Would consider^by the next paragraph that hie 
jetty's Superintendent-on the Mosquito Shore (that highly reSpec 
Officer, Colonel Jamei^ Laurie) had been Sanctioning the greates 
of injustice, nay, that he had been a leader in the whole of it 
WB shall give an extract from the Letter :— 

** I do myself the honbr to commuuidate to you, that in c 
quence of some proceedings in the Courts of this Settlement, ) 
jix weeks since, it w^ developed that a large nutfiber of pe 
were most unjustly held in Slavery: a prosecution was in c 
quenCe instituted by the Acting King's Advocate, Major Coatqu 
and, liotwithdtanding the greatest opposition, the freedom of eig 
was established by a Bench' and Jury. The petitions from pe 
representing themselves to be unjustly held in^ Slavery, whicn 
since beeh laid beibre me, are so numerous, and the iDJustice, i 
has for years been practised, is so extensive, that I feel it nece 
to proceed with the greatest circumspection. Atnongst other f 
cants a very large body of persons daim their freedom from Ii 
descent. — After a stict search into the old Mosquito Shore Rec 
the enclosed Proclamation by Sir Basil Keith has been discon 
with an advertisement by Colvil Briton, by which it appears th€ 
vernor of Jamaica had obtained information that several s 
Indians' had been enslaved at the Mosquito Shore, and, after not 
the illegality and inhumanity of the measure, the Proclamation 
strictly prohibited the practice. This Proclamation Was forwc 
to Mr. Laurie, then acting Superintendeul, ^ho, being himself dt 
implicated in this inhuman transaction, «eems to have' shuffled 
the difficulty by calling for a return of the Indian Slaves in po 
sion of British Subjects, and prohibiting the enslaving of any t 

' See Letter in Appendix. 
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wMioat taking any ste^ towards tfae ema&dpatim of thdie who wiio 
at the time hdd in Slavery. The consequence was thal» on the o?»- 
cuation of the Shore, these poor creatures,, with their children, were 
shipped off for Honduras, where, with their descendant^, they have 
ever since been continued in bondage. 

''^ These Indians have of course in some cases passed by sale ftoni 
their original importers into other hands, and such Proprietors refate 
to admit their right to freedom, on the grounds of their having, as 
they consider, fairly purchased them :. others maintain that, alth^ogk 
Sir Basil Keith's Proclamation prohibited the farther Slavery of In- 
dians, he did not require those to be given up who were already in 
Slavery. Both arguments appear to me equally weak and untenable, 
iSir Basil Keith's Proclamation can never be considered to sanction 
an act, which I believe has ever been deemed illegal ; and, although 
his Proclamation did not specifically require the immediate emanci** 
pation of the Indians then m Slavery, it is very probable instructions 
to that effect accompanied the Proclamation : besides, it expressly 
interdicts any more Indians being shipped off from the Shore, and of 
course, without an infraction of that part of the Proclamation,' they 
could not have been brought to Honduras.'' 

In all cases where the acts of Governors are likely to affect either 
the honor, character, or property, of Individuals under their Govern^ 
ment, dr in all cases Vrhere questions of great moment, where perhaps 
inevitable destruction awaits the least false step, it is the duty of sueh 
Officers to have a perfect knowledge of every fact; to have made the 
most minute inquiries ; to consult every authority, and to act with the 
utmost fairness and eandor, and by no means to act the harsh op- 
pressor of the one in order to relieve the other, or at all to huriy 
such questions. It was Colonel Arthur's duty at least to be made 
acquainted with the measures of his Government, and particularly 
those which came within the range of his own office, and, if no satis- 
factory information could be obtained there, then he should have ap« 
plied to those who were his natural Counsellors, to the Judicial 
Authorities of bis Government. — Colonel Arthur did not do so, and 
indeed his measures were mostly secret, and must have been founded 
in Ignorance or something worse: btit there is every fair reason to 
believe that his measures were not the result of ignorance, for his 
6wn words are, '* After a strict search into ^e old Mosquito Shore 
Records, Sir Basil Keith's Proclamation was found.'' 

We do not pretend to deny there was a search^ and a strict one, 
and had it been so willed by him, he would not have libelled the 
dead in the manner he has done ; he would have feiirly reported what 
those Records shew, viz. that Mr. Fergusson was sent aown by Sir 
Basil Keith to the Mosquito Shore as his Majesty's Superintendent, 
with the Proclamation alluded to ; that he arrived there on the 8th 
day of January, in the year 1776, and issued this Proclamation, and 
that it was not, as Superintendent Arthur *^says, '^ forwarded to 
Colonel Laurie :" he would have noticed Sir Basil Keith's Letters 

> For the whole of this Letter see Appendix. 
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«iid lililnictbn'B to Mr. Fergusson' regardiog this Prdclamatkn^ 
wbich hia Conubissioners, in their Report, say ** thet hayk psuu- 

6^1^ WITH THE GREATEST ATTENTION :**' he WOuld have fouod 

Ihia Mr. FergussoQ issued another Proclamation^ calling for a Conni* 
oil to be elected ; that that Council was elected ; and that his Ma- 

ety's Superintendent* Mr. Fergusson, .in Council, passed the very 
Wf founded on that Proclamation and the Law of Jamaica, prohi- 
biting the like conduct in future, and securing the rights of the Inhar 
bitants to what they then held ; he would have found that Colonel 
Lauri^ was an old resident on the Mosquito Shore, and possessed 
very considerable property before he was Superintendent, and that, 
at uie time this Proclamation was issued, which he so roundly asserts 
was forwarded to him, he, Colonel Laurie, was not in the country. 
and that in the month of May, in the year^l776, his Majesty honored 
bim with the appointment of Superintendent, he being then in- Lon- 
don; that he subsequently went to Jamaica, where, in August, in 
the same year (viz. 1776), Sir Basil Keith presented him with the 
necessary Commissions, and that on the < 29th of that month he ar- 
rived at Black- River, on the Mosquito Shore, seven months after the 
issuing the Proclamation, and exactly seven days after Superinten- 
dent Fergusson in Council had passed the Act respecting the In- 
dians, and which Act prescribed the Registry of every Indian, or de- 
scendant of Indian, Slave held t^ere : had he, Colonel Arthur, then 
acted with that openness and candor so necessary, he would not 
have thus ignorantly or wilfully libelled the deceased Colonel Laurie, 
an bfficer of high reputation, and declared of him an untruth, by 
saying *' he shuffled over the difficulty, by calling for 

A RETURN OF THE InDIAN SlAVES IN POSSESSION OF BRITISH 

subjects/' whereas it was the very Act of the Legislature that called 
for it : this he well knew, for it was seen in those old Records that 
one of those Registers absolutely declares it is transmitted for re- 
cording '* in consequence of the Act :*'. this his Commissioners insert, 
and singular it is too that he should thus have stigmatized Colonel 
Laurie by declaring " the ^Proclamation was forwarded to him, 
and that he shuffled over the difficulty," when in his letter alluded 
to, td Mr. Bullock,^ he encloses him a copy of it from the Mosquito 
Shore Records, and it is headed *' Recorded by order of John 
Fergusson, esquire. Superintendent of the Mosquito 
Shore." 

Superintendent Arthur also well knew, by the Report of his Com- 
missioners laid before him, what Colonel Laurie did receive, for, in 
the Letter from Sir Basil Keith to him. Colonel Laurie, of date the 
28th February, 1777 (and an extract of which is made by these 
Commissioners in their Report), h^ says, speaking of Indian Slaves, 
that the Island of Jamaica (which had been legislating on the same 
subject about the same time as Superintendent Fergusson and his 
Council did on the Mosquito Shore,)^ had last Sessions laid the ^^.axe 

* For this Report tee Appendix, No. 22. * See Appendix. 
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t&ihe root of that MUekief, 2y passing a Law, aeopj^ of wkkk I 
tudosefor your particular infomiation and guidance, » 

Had Colonel Arthur been willing to know, he coakl have Oiwi 
seen that Colonel Laurie received the Act of Jamaica, 17th Geo. III. , 
and not the Proclamation, as asserted in his letter to Mr. BuUock, 
and which he states he shuffled over : he then would have saved hitf 
own honor in not libelling the dead, and misleading his superiors. Had 
he, Colonel Arthur, ev6n looked into his own office, and had he not 
acted with glaring partiality, he would not have offered to the Attor- 
tiey-General what could only deceive him, a circumstance beyond 
every thing exhibiting, his ignorance or wilful deception. He states/ 
'^iSliV Basil Keith's Proclamation expressly interdicts any mofte 
Indians being shipped off from the Sh&re^ and of course^ without an 
infraction of that part of the Prochmationy they could not hmfe been 
brought to Honduras /' but we cannot but conclude that it musjb 
have been wilful, for will Superintendent Arthur presume to say hb 
did not know of, and that there was, a Treaty entered into in the year 
1786 between Great-Britain and Spain, in consequence of which the 
Mosquito Shore was evacuated^ to the great injury and loss of ihe 
Inhabitants ? Can he pretend to say he did not know that the mea- 
sure was compulsatory on the Inhabitants, and a breach of allegiance 
to refuse obedience, and that troops and ships of war were sent down 
from Jamaica to see the same fully carried into > effect, and that it 
was more the result of force than compliance on th^* part of the In* 
hs^bitants ? 

The unfortunate Proprietors of these Indians or their descendants 
formed a part, and were compelled to leave their homes, where, if 
they were not affluent, they were at least comfortable and content, 
and were thrown on the then inhospitable shores of Honduras, with* 
out a home to fly to, and where they had to erect wretched huts foir 
shelter, and suffered many cruel privations to obtain a scanty sub* 
sistence. 

Can Colonel Arthur pretend to say he was ignorant that all the 
Inhabitants, and their Slaves, were brought away at the expense of 
Government to Honduras ? or can it be possible to suppose that he 
did not consider that the Commissioners on that service knew many 
of those Slaves were the descendants of Indians, and that th^y must 
have been aware of the Act of Superintendent Fergusson in Council, 
forbidding the enslaving of Indians, and securing to the Proprietors 
the descendants that tliey then held ? Could he have been ignorant 
that all came away under the guidance of Colonel Laurie, the Super- 
intendent of the Mosquito Shore, and were received at Honduras by 
Colonel Despard, his Majesty's Superintendent for that Settlement ! 
It is impossible ! ! All must have been well known. This was an 
act not done in a comer : it was blazoned far and wide, and the dis* 
tresses of the Inhabitants of the Mosquito Shore reached the ears of 
the British Parliament| when some trifling pecuniary allowance was 
granted. 

* See Letter in Appendix. 
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Yet wkh M this knowledge that Colonel Arthur from bis owb 
office must have possessed, m misleads Mr. Bi^ock, directs Us at- 
tention to a wrong riew of tbe subject^ and wbely obserres that it 
WIS an infitaction pf the Proclamation to bring them to Hond(»as. 

We shall make no farther comment : we riiall leave it to an im- 
partial public to judge of us, after the perusal of these details of this 
Otteer, who has traduced and stigmatized us, and descended to the 
BKNit dbhonorable means to gain, his own ends, by giying a false 
colorhig to every ciroumstance, to raise his own reputation on the 
rnin of his fellow-creatures. Such was his religion ! such his sane** 
tity^'isBsisted and supported by one of the most intolerable sycophants 
that ever supported oppression and tyranny! We mean his Secretary II 
« We ooosicler jit necessary, although we have extended our defence 
to a eonsklerable length, for our still farther justification to make 
•MD6 itmarkson &e Report of Colonel Arthur's Commissioners> and 
Ae manifest injustice done by them to us. 



A 



y 



SETfOBRS OF KfOKS^AS. 



I» 



v 



1 • 



't 



PART THE FIFTH. 



THB REPORT OF COLONEL AHTHUR S COMMiSSIONERS CONSIDER* 
. £f>, AND THE ILLIBERAL AND UNJUST ASSERTIONS CONTAI)FE« 
THEREIN GONTRADICTEDi AND THE STATE OF THE MOSQUITO 
, 8»ORE EXPLAINED^ 



Before the Commitfee enter immediately upon the task of re- 
marking on the Repott of these Commissioners, so appointed by Bti-^ 
perinteodent Arthur, on Indian Affairs, they deem it proper to pre- 
mise that Major-Greneral Pye, who appears as President of that 
Board, having arrived in this Settlement only a few days previous to 
its assembling, could not be acquainted either with the local circum- 
stances which occurred on the Mosquito Shore, or the Records of 
that Settlement : therefore he must entirely have placed his reliance 
on the information he received from the other Commissioners, and of 
which, from their long residence here, they could not but possess much 
knowledge, and quite sufficient to have placed this most important 
matter in a different view from that made by them, and now before 
Xhe Imperial Parliament. 

The Settlers are, therefore, from their knowledge of that highly 
respectable Officer, fully sensible that he never would have lent his 
name to such misrepresentations as appear throughout, had he been 
at all aware of them ; but unfortunately he has been deceived, and 
his name appears to sanction the odium which has been unjusdy 
cast upon us. 

The Mosquito Shore is a Country of considerable extent, and in- 
•habited by a race of Indians called by that name. It appears that 
the British Government originally held this Country in considerable 
€stimation, not so much for the object of establishing a Colony, whiclv, 
from the situation of its coast, would have been almost impossible ; 
bat the possession by the British had the effect of keeping, in time of 
war, a considerable Spanish military force in the interior to guard 
against any sudden attack which might be made by the British and 
the Mosquito Indians ; whilst the Southern coast was well adapted 
to the establishment of dep6ts, in the event of Great-Britain attackit^g 
the Spanish Settlements in those parts : therefore the Government 
particularly enjoined all their Superintendents from time to time to 
cultivate such a union and friendship with these Mctquito IndianM 
^8 to induce them to prefer his Majesty's alliance and protection to 
any other Power whatever. 

*We shall now take the Report paragraph by paragraph, and we 
trust from our local knowledge, from the evidence we have taken* 
and an intimate acquaintance with many of the Chiefs of these peo- 
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pie, as ako from some of us having visited that Country, that we 
shall give a very different picture from what the Commissioners of 
Colonel Arthur have exhibited^ and entirely remove the odium that 
has been so liberally cast upon the Inhabitants of that Country, and 
the Settlers here, who they have taken good care should also be par- 
takers. 

The Commissioners commence by stating, ** The establishment of 
the English on the Mosquito Shore appears to have taken place 
at an early period — first, by the Buccaneers, and afterwards by men 
employed in the contraband trade carried on between Jamaica 
ana the Spanish Main; for we find that, as early as the year 1671, 
Sir Thomas Lynch, the Governor of Jamaica, transmitted to King 
Charles the Second, in consequence of his Majesty's Instructions, 
an account of the right by which his Majesty's Subjects were set^ 
tied on the Mosquito Shore, and on the Coast of Yucatan, as ap^ 
nears by a Report made in the year 1717 by the Board of Trade and 
Flantations. That the English Settlers on the Mosquito Shore very 
early contracted an intimate acquaintance with the Mosquito In- 
dians, at that time very populous, and of a warlike disposition : 
They boast of never having been conquered by the Spaniards, and 
thdr attachment to the English Nation has been carried so far by 
means of the English Settlers, that, under the Government of the 
puke of Albemarle over Jamaica, they made a formal cession of 
jtheir Territory to the King of England, and from that time it ha^ 
been usual for their King or Chieftain to repair to Jamaica, to render 
homage at the hands of the Governor of that Island.'" 

We shall dispute very little with them here; but shall merely 
assert that the trade was carried on between " not only Jamaica and 
the Spanish Main, but between Jamaica, North-America, and the 
Spanish Main." They next proceed to say, " that the Mosquito In<* 
dians are a barbarous and cruel people, and are in the lowest state 
of civilisation, and are under the most abject submission to their 
King and Chiefs, a state directly opposed to that of all the other In- 
dian Nations." 

This we contradict, and declare that the Mosquito Indians are a 
liardy, mild, and peaceful race, except when they are roused in de-^ 
^ence of their Country's rights : they then assume a warlike attitude* 
They arej it is true, in a low state of civilisation, but more advanced 
than the neighbouring tribes: neither are they under that abject 
fiiibmission (as the Board of Commissioners represent) to their King^ 
jand Chiefs : these they cheerfully obey when called upon in danger, 
And they chiefly live in large families, similar to the neighbouring 
tribes. 

They next declare that ^' the Mosquito Indians pay considerable 
attention to the raising of cattle, while the oUier Indian Nations sub- 
sist by hunting. Differences so striking between Nations of the 
4i»ame Continent, and divided by no inaccessible barriers, have given 

* See Report, Appendix, No. 21. 
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fise to a conjecture, by no means improbable, that tlietr origin hks 
been different; and that this conjecture is confirmed by a ctir* 
rent tradition, prevalent' among themselves and neighbours, that 
si. ship, laden with Negroes from Africa, was at some very remote 
period wrecked on the Mosquito Shore ; that these Negroes revolted^ 
seized upon the male Inhabitants of the sea-coast, and massacred 
them/' 

Now we assert, from ^thorough knowledge, that the Mosquito In- 
dians pay very little attention to the raising of cattle, and they pos- 
sess but few. They chiefly subsist by fishing slnd hunting, similarly 
to the other Indian tribes, and their habits and customs are nearly 
the same. Tradition* does say, that a ship from Africa, with Ne- 
groes, at some very remote period was wrecked on that coast ; and 
it would appear, if so, that they must have intermixed with these In^ 
dians on the Western coast, which altered the race, inasmuch as 
their personal appearance indicates the mixture between Neg^o and 
Indian; but there is not any certain knowledge that the Negroes put 
the male Indians to death : that is merely founded on conjecture-, 
and it is a thing impossible in itself from the immense extent of sea- 
coast possessed by the Mosquito Indians. The impossibility of this 
not being a fact is also clearly shewn by another circumstance, 
which is, that, on the Southern part of the Mosquito Shore, taking 
Cape Gracias k Dios as an intermediate boundary, these Indians are 
generally found of the olive color, and but few of the mixed race, as 
they are to the Westward of the Cape : consequently the Inhabitants 
of the sea-coast could 'not all have been massacred, for, as the Report 
reads', it would imply that the whole had been destroyed. A similar 
mixture to the Mosquito Indians is also found amongst the Poyais 
Indians : these cohabit and unite with the Mosquito Indians on this 
part of the coast. 

The next paragraph in the Report of the Commissioners is cer- 
tainly without exception unwairrantable,- and most truly dishonora- 
ble. — ^They at once condemn the English Inhabitants of the Mosquito 
Shore as the most detestable of wretches ! They work upon the feel- 
ings of their reader ! They offer him ** high probabilities." Such are 
their words, and then modestly descend and say, that they are not 
fully authorised by evidence to thus blast a highly respectable Colo- 
ny, such as the Mosquito Shore was. 

The conclusions, drawn by the Commissioners, in this paragraph 
aire illiberal and most unjust; but we shall repeat their words^-- 
** They say the English Settlers on the Mosquito Shore employed 
the Mosquito Indians in fishing, collecting tortoiseshell, sarsaparilla, 
&c. &c. and paid them in Oznaburghs, knives, gunpowder, shot, iron 
pots, &c. It appears also that, when these Mosquito Indians had 
made inroads into the territories of their neighbours, and taken any 
of them prisoners, they found ready purchasers for them in the En- 
glish, who paid for them in some trifling articles ; and, indeed, it is 
highly probable that these poor, ignorant Indians were instigated by 
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their emplojeiv |q viake fireouent ineiirtioM of this detcfff^tion^^ im' 
onler to kidnab and enslave the unhappy inhabitants of ibt iiit^ioi> 
alUiough the ooard is not fully authorised by the evidence before 
ti^fim to conclude posi^Tely that such was the case* It is, however, 
certain that the number of Indians so obtained must have been c9ii->- 
siderable, if, as Mrs. Robinson says in her evidence, almost the 
whole of the labor of the Southern part of the Mosquito Shore wa» 
performed by Indian Slaves. 

Such is die Commissioners' statement. We shall now finake a 
ouch sim9ler> and, we trust it will be found, one far more correct 
a|ut liberaL 

. The Indian Nations of the interior often made incursions on the 
Mosquito Nation, partly encouraged by the Spaniards, that are esta* 
Uished at the heaa of several of the Rivers in that country. In these 
eg^peditions they generally were unsuccessful. The resalt was reta-*> 
li^tion on the part of Mos<]^uito Indians, who made war in their turn 
on these invaders, and, being better prepared, were generally suc- 
cessful : consequently prisoners were made^ and, if females, they 
were treated with every kindness, and usually taken for tbev wives : 
others were disposed of to the English Settlers on that Coast, and 
from whom have sprung the great bulk of the Colored Free Popular- 
tion of this Settlement, many of whom are respectable, and all above 
want, which was a fact well known to the Commissioners, and also 
to Colonel Arthur ; but no acts of cruelty have to our knowledge 
ever been established as having been exercised, by the Mosquito Ln- 
dians over these people, when they became their prisoners. 

. ,The English Settlers, on the. Mosquito Shore employed many of 
the Mosquito- men in fishing and hunting, and encouraged them tii 
a^^ of industry in the collecting of tortoiseshell, sarsaparilla, and 
gums, &c. and for which they were paid in articles of necessity and 
ofuan^ent, suitable to their wants and condition; but it does not 
appear in evidence, taken before the Board of Commissioners, that 
t$ese Mqsquito Indians were either instigated by the English, or by 
t]^^ir own restless disposition, to make inroads into the territories of 
their neighbours, for the purpose of kidnapping and enslaving tks ' 
unhappy inhabitants pf the interior ; nor is there the least trace of 
any record, document, or even tradition, to warrant the Commis«> 
sioners' declaration. Well, then, might the Commissioners say, that 
tbey are not fully authorised by the evidence before them to conclude 
positively that such was the case. The fact is, they had no evidence 
before them to wajrrant such an assertion ; but it was liecessary for 
thjB promoter of the investigation (if we are to judge from his letters 
to William Bullock, Esq. and to Earl Bathurst), that they should 
make out a, strong case, and, if it could not be founded on evidence, 
tQ.dp it by assertion, so far as it had the effect of degrading the Enr 
gUsh Settlers on the. Mosquito Shore. In this part of their Report 

they avail themselves of Mrs. Robinson's testimony, for, in adverting 

to it, they s?^y, </ It is» however, certain that the number of Indiana 
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so^ dbtained must have beea cQptuderaJbl^, if» as Mrs. Robioson sajt 
in her evidence, almost the whole of the labor of the Southern pari 
of the Mosquito Shore was performed by the Indian Slaves." \ 

The extent of the . Southern part of the Mosquito Shore, taking 
Cape Qtacias i, Dios as the western boundary^ will be found nearly 
2T)6 miles of sea-coast, and in depth from the sea about 100 miles. 
. From the Commissioners' Report the reader would conclude that 
in this extensive Country a large English Settlement must have 1>eei4 
formed, as a large Indian population is said to have performed nearly 
the y^hQle of the labor; and this is founded on the evidence of Mrs* 
Robinson, who never was on that part of the Coast, nor probably 
within 180 miles of the Cape, for she was born at Black-River^ and 
remained there until the evacuation in 1787 : consequently hereri-^ 
dence could only at best be hearsay; but, as it may carr^ with H 
great weight, she has b^en since re-examined on the subject, and 
her evidence is completely at variance with her former testimonyi 
contains a clear explanation of how far her knowledge extended, and 
is in direct potitradiction to the conclusions of the Commissioners: 
It also shews the general treatment of those Indian Slaves; but we 
shall insert her examination as follows : 



EXAMINATION BEFORE THE MAGISTRATES OF 
HONDURAS, NOVEMBER 19th, 1823. 

Catherine Robinson sworn. 

Q. In your evidence before the Commissioners on the 24th Janar 
ary, 1822, you state positively, '< that almo^ the whole of the labor 
on the Southern part of the Mosquito Shore was executed by Indian 
Slaves? 

A. By my former testimony it appears I have spoken positively! 
now I must declare they misunderstood me entirely, as I never coiud 
have spoken positively to what I did not positively know ; and, as I 
was never in the Soythern part of the Shore, all I know about it was 
from hearsay, and I CQuld. not have so replied ; and I never heard of 
any other labor being performed there by Indians but as domestie 
servants. 

Q. Does it come within your own knowledge, that the Slaves, of 
Indian descent, on the Mosquito Shore were treated with kindness 
and humanity ? 

A. I ever heard so, and knew it was the case where I was myself^ 
as I was born there, married there in the year 1775, and remained 
thece iintil the evacuation in 1787. 

Here also it may be well to offer some farther observations on tfa^ 
extent of the population in the Southern part of this Country, which 
does not appear at any- period to have exceeded forty families, the 
majority of whom were of Color, the descendants of Indian Slaves^ 
who claimed or owned the greater part of the Indians in question)^ 
and as to the labor performed by these Indians, which wm of two 
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kinds : That done .by the men was fishing, hantinff, collecting sarsa-* 
panlla, and raising proyisions for themselves and families^ which in 
these Countries does not require much exertion ; the females were 
employed in domestic services about the house ; and those who were 
acquamted with that country know full well it was merely the sha- 
dow of service without the substance. In proof of this we annex the 
evidence of James Gladding and Dorinda Fotts, and in doing so we 
cannot but again remark on the evidence of Dorinda Potts, as taken 
before the Commissioners, relative to Indians being smoked out of . 
holes, and the use Col. Arthur has made of it : In his Letter to Lord 
Bathurst, 28th February, 1822, he says, '* Your Lordship will observe 
that these poor Indians were hunted down in all quarters, and abso- 
lutely smoked out of holes and caves, in which they had taken refuge 
from their rapacious and merciless pursuers.^ Good God! that a 
man, apparently so just, so strenuous for right, should assert this ; 
and "^ayi moreover, that it was on the affidavit of the most respectable 
evidences, whereas he knew it was only two persons, viz. Dorinda 
Potts and one Negro woman, who had so declared : but we shall 
give the evidence on re-examin&tion, and leave an impartial World to 
judge. 

EXAMINATION BEFORE THE MAGISTRATES OF 
HONDURAS NOVEMBER, 20th, 1823. 

Dorinda Potts, a Buceatoro Indian, caiied and sworn, 
Q. It appears by the Report of certain Commissioners, appointed 
by Colonel Arthur, his Majesty's late Superintendent, to investigate 
the claims of Indians or their descendants to freedom, that you were 
examined on that matter on the 2lst of January, 1^2? 
A. Yes. ^ ^ S 

Q. Was it from your own knowledge, that you stated before thd 
Commissioners, in your evidence at that time, that the Indians were 
smoked out of the holes by the Mosquito Indians ? 

A. I do not know it from my own knowledge, but I merely heard 
so, that it once took place, and the circumstance attending it was this, 
that an English schooner had arrived on the ■ Southern part of the 
Mosquito Shore, at a place named Cherokee Point, near a small 
Island, called Buceatoro ; that some of the Indians came out, attacked 
the .schooner, and killed all the people but one woman ; that, when 
the old Mosquito Indian King Jeremy heard of it, he sent a large 
number of his people, and made war on those Indians, and beat theni, 
and took a number prisoners, and killed all the men he could get, and 
saved the women and children. It was in taking these prisoners that 
I heard that the Mosquito Indians had smoked a number out of a 
cave that was in the Island. I never heard of it having occurred but 
once. ^ 

Q. How was the man Mercury, whom you have spoken of in your 
evidence, and who was then a boy, and who lately belonged to the 
estate of John Potts, but was left free by his Master, taken? 

A. There is at the head of the Wanks River, on the Mosquito Shore, 
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a town called Megolpho, inhabited by Indians : These Indians came 
down from Megolpho to a town called La-Boo, inhabited by the Mos* 
quito Indians, to fight them ; they did so and beat them, and drove 
them from La-Boo ; those that escaped went to complain to the Mos- 
quito Indian Governor, who lived not far from there ; his name was 
Bedford ; that he directly fitted out a large party, who went up to Me- 
golpho, fought the Indians there, beat them, took some prisoners, and 
amongst the number was Mercury, who was then a very little child, 
about three years old. 

Q. Were the Indian Slaves, that were held by British subjects on 
the Mosquito Shore, used with any harshness or severity, or what la- 
bor did they generally perform ? , 

A. They were used very kindly, and the labor they performed was, 
that ,the men in general made provision-grounds, and the women spun 
cotton, and were household servants. 

Q. Was there not a number of descendants of Indians on the Mos« 
quito Shore, such as Mestees and others, who possessed considerable 
property in Indian Slaves ? 

A. A great many, and atnong them there they lived an idle life ; 
and sometimes it could scarcely be told who was Master or who wa» 
Slave. 

EXAMINATION BEFORE THE MAGISTRATES OF 
HONDURAS, NOVEMBER 2 1st, 1823. 

James Gladding sworn, 

Q. As you were examined before the Commissioners appointed by 
Colonel Arthur, his Majesty's late Superintendent, to investigate the 
claims of Indians or their descendants to freedom, you caii perhaps 
give the Magistrates somd information relative to the Shore, where 
you lived many years ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Pray, what do you consider was the number of White People 
living on the southern part of the Mosquito Shore, say from Cape 
Gracias k Dios southerly to River Metina, near to the River Saint 
Juan's ? 

A. There were very few, not a dozen families. 

Q. Were the Indian Slaves, that were he^ld by British subjects on 
the Mosquito Shore, used with any harshness or severity, and what 
labor did they generally perform ? 

' A. They were very kindly treated, indeed, were like their children, 
and the labor usually performed was, the men cutting ground-provi- 
sions, and the women and children spinning, and they were used also 
as servants in the houses. 

Q. How did the Mosquito Indians act toward the Indian Slaves 
they took ? 

A. Very kindly, and they generally employed them in the same 
manner as the English. 

Q. Were there not a great many families on the Southern part of 
the MosqQito Inhere Colored People^ such as Mestees and Mestifinas, 
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who were descendants of Indians tfaemselres, and who hdd a const-' 
derable number of Indian Slaves as their property? 
• A. There were. 

Q. How long did you live on the Mosquito Shore ? 
■ A. Twenty-eight years, and I left it at the evacuation in 1787. 

Q. Were not the Mosquito Indians always considered as a kind 
and friendly people to the English ? 

A. They were always friendly to the English. 

Q. Did you ever hear the Mosquito Indians were a barbarous or 
truel people ? : 

A; No : I never heard so, or ever knew them such, while I lived 
there. 

Q. Were the Indian Slaves on the Mosquito Shore ever employed 
in catting Mahogany ? 

A. No: The Mosquito Indians cut the Mahogany, which they 
brought down and sold to the English, who then employed their Ne- 
gro Slaves to manufacture it. 

We shall now again return to the Report. The Gentlemen who 
composed the Board of Commissioners snould have possessed more 
eandor in their Report, and availed themselves of documents not only 
to establish, but also to detail, the truth ; but it appears too evident 
that they have compiled a mass of matter, manifestly intended to de- 
base the former Inhabitants of the Mosquito Shore, and throw an 
odium on the possessors of the descendants of the Indians at present 
in Honduras, without adducing one solitary instance favorable to that 
class of Society. 

The Commissioners in their Report next proceed to animadvert oik 
the Act of the Legislature of Jamaica, passed in the year 1741, and 
they say, " It is highly probable that considerable numbers of these 
kidnapped Indians must have been sent to Jamaica by the Engfish 
Settlers, for sale in that island, and which caused the Act of the Le- 
l^islature of Jamaica, J 4 Geo. II. cap 6, to be passed." 

Without making farther comment on this part of the Report, wt 
shall merely state, that their assertions as regards the Act are unffait 
and unfounded, as that Act was positively made to restrain the traffic 
on the Coast of Darien and San Bias, where the Traders from Jamaica 
'Carried on a considerable intercourse with these Indians, in mules, 
horses, and other commodities, which traffic was opposed to the in* 
terest of Spain. 

We do not find that there were any direct complaints made by the 
Mosquito Indians of the kidnapping and carrying away of Indians 
from the countries contiguous to their own, until about the year 177^, 
when several of the Mosquito Chieftains went to London, to make 
their remonstrance and complaint of trading vessels from Jamaica 
and North-America coming on their Coasts, and obtaining native In- 
dians, whom they carried away with them ; nor are there any traces* 
by oral or documentary evidence, that the English Settlers on the 
Mosquito Shore bartered Indians with these Traders. 

Hie result of thb embassy of the Mosqui to Chieftains to I^ondon, a% 
, we have before described, caused his Majesty's Government to di- 
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reCt Sir Basii Keith^ Governor of Jamaica, to take ihe^Ures for die 
preventing of this traffic in future. Sir Basil Keith, in coasequence 
thereof, sent down John Fergusson, Esq. with his Proclamation to 
that effect, and ake appointed him Superintendent in that Settl0- 
ment. Therefore it is evident that the Act of the Legislature pf 
Jamaica, of the year 1741, was made without retrospect to the Mos-> 
quito Shore, as no measures were adopted by Sir Basil- Keith until 
the year 1775, a period of thirty-four years, subsequent to the passing 
of the Act of 1741 : therefore the assertions of the Commissioners 
on this important point, as well as all others, are merely the effect of 
Imagination, and not of fact* 

The Commissioners then proceed to state, that on the 28th of Fe-* 
l^ruary, 1777, Sir Basil Keith wrote to Captain Laurie as follows : 
** As you will be answerable to the Ministry for your conduct on the 
Shore, it behoves you to prevent the perpetration of such horrid mur- 
ders as have been committed by the Mosquito men on the Wolwa In- 
dians, and you ought to exert yourself to bring the offenders to jus- 
tice, and thereby shew the several Indian Nations on the Shore in 
what abhorrence the English hold such villains, and how ready they- 
are to punish them, and protect those who are peaceable and friendly 
to us." TJhere are not any traces to be found on the Records of the 
Mosquito Shore of the cause of this outrage ; neither could it at ^hat 
time have originated in any undue traffic of Indians, as, since the Pro- 
clamation of 1776, there is not any proof that the practice had existed, 
or of any complaint made of the English Settlers on the Shor^ ; but it 
is a well-known fact, that the Wolwa Indians were the enemies of >the> 
Mosquito Indians, and -in alliance with the Spaniards, and it is not 
improbable that at this time they might have been instigated by the^ 
Spaniards to attack the Mosquito men, as it is well known that the 
Spaniards became the determined enemies of the Mosquitor Indians, 
in consequence of the latter allowing the English to settle in their 
Country, and forming an alliance with them ; and farther it is right 
to notice, that the extract made by the Commissioners is not correct. 
They say, on the Wolwa Indians. On reference to the Record, the 
words are " on three Wolwa Indians," a wonderful difference ! The 
extirpation^ of a whole Nation might be inferred from this paragraph, 
instead of three individuals; a quotation strikingly calculated- to 
impress on the. minds of his Mjsyesty's Miiusters,- die cruelty and: 
injustice exercised by the English Settlers on the Mosquito Shores 
in the continuance of the iniquitous traffic. 

. . The savage Nations of America have equally a disposition ibrv war 
M .the more polished Nations' of Europe. The Wolwa Nation^ in 
ainity with their neighbours the Spaniards, were full five hundred 
mUfis from the Ses^t of the British Government established a^ Black- 
Hiver, and in a Country without roads, without troops, or even a 
▼esse! of war. How was it possible for Superintendent Lauriq to 
prevent acts of atrocity being committed amongst hostile savage 
tribes, when probably he might remain igqorant of the circumstance 
ik whole year, as. it. seldom occurred that any communication was 

H 
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made to Black-River from that part of the Coast, and between the 
two extremes the whole Coontry was nearly a wilderness. And here 
we must again remark that the Superintendent had no control over 
the Mosquito Indians, except that of remonstrating, which was nerer 
omitted by him when necessary; nor was it possible for him to 
know when trading vessels were on that part of the Coast, as few 
of them went so hi to leeward as Black-River. It is also more 
reasonable to conclude that the Governor of Jamaica would have 
much earlier and better information from that part of the Coast, 
bein^ to windward of Black-River, than that which it was possible 
for nie Superintendent to obtain ; and it is not improbable that the 
Traders from Jamaica at that time might have caused such infor- 
mation to have been made to jthe Governor. It is, moreover, certain 
that the Settlers on the Shore never cloaked themselves under this' 
Act of 1741 ; and it is equally so that Superintendent Arthur excited 
in the present Proprietors of these people alarm, as, by holding 
diese Indians or their descendants in Slavery, they would be made 
liable for the penalty recited in that Act ; but they supposed, and 
that with great truth, that a similar Act to the one of Jamaica must 
have been passed on the Mosquito Shore, and their supposition hae 
since been fully realized. Colonel Arthur, who often examined 
these Records, could hardly be ignorant of its existence ; but on this 
we have already had occasion strongly to animadvert. 

The next object that draws, our attention is, that ''the Board beg 
leave to observe that they have found in the Mosquito Shore Records 
a partial and imperfect Registry of IndiGuis, ]\6\d in Slavery in that 
Country, made in the year 1777; but, though they have perused 
with the greatest attention the instructions of Sir Basil Keith to John 
Fergusson, Esq. in sending him to the Shore as Superiotendentt 
Sir Basil Keith's Letter to the Conncii at Black-River, dated the 
39th December, 1775, and the Letter from that Board in answer 
thereto, together with their Minutes from their first formation to the 
evacuation of the Shore, so far at least as those Minutes have been 
preserved on the Records, yet they have not been able to discover 
the least intimation by which they might judge in whom, and by 
whose authority, that measure originated.^ 

From this quotation from the Report of the Commissioners, it 
would appear that they employed themselves more for the object of 
eriminating the Settiers of the Mosquito Shore than for the substan- 
tial ends of justice, or why make such an assertion ? Had they any 
evidence before them to establish that it was not a true and faithful 
Registry ? Or that they were not enabled to find out in whom, or 
by whose authority, the measure of holding Indians in Slavery ori- 
ginated. Did these Commissioners examine Colonel Arthur on oath, 
or their own Clerk, who was also Assistant Keeper of the Record s» 
or even the late Major Coatquelvin, one of their Board, as to the 
existence of documents, by which the Inhabitants held the descend- 
ants of these Indians in Slavery ? They did not! Had they done 
so, it is probable they would have ascertained the existence of the 
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Act of the Sufjerintendent in Council, passed the 22d day of August, 
1776. That a document of such v^st importance was not to be 
found is most singular ! and stranger to say, that a few months 
afterwards, when a search was made for the existence of any such 
document, it was the first Record discovered ! Shall we be satisfied 
then to hear it said it could not be found, or that justice has been 
impartially done to the Proprietors ? — ^We cannot ! but it might be 
said that Colonel Arthur, from his situation as Superintendent, could 
not be called upon. In the 4th Article of his Instructions it is said — 

" You are hereby empowered and invested with authority to call 
upon the Public Officers, and all other Individuals, in the Settle- 
ment, for full and satisfactory explanation, on examination of all 
Papers, Records, or Documents, of whatever denomination, con- 
nected with the subject of your Commission ; and all such persons 
are hereby enjoined and required to afford all possible information, 
and to aniwer on oath such interrogations as the Commissioners may 
deem it necessary to put." Therefore, had these three individuals 
been examined, it is probable that the labors of the Commissioner^ 
wovdd have become a nullity, and the Owners of these people been 
freed firond persecution. 

These Commissioners had the power of investigating on oath J 
That this Act was a Record in the Record-OfiGice of Honduras, and 
then existed in these very Records, is most certain ! ! They had the 
power of examining ; and, if any undue measures had been adopted, 
they were invested with sufficient power to sift out the truth ; and 
they would then have proved to the World that their deliberations 
were founded on British Justice. 

Thus have we endeavoured, as succinctly as drcumstances^ would 
admit, to follow Colonel Arthur through a series of charges, most 
artful and intricate in their combination. With talents Worthy of a 
better cause, our Traducer has clothed his assertions in so specious 
U form, that, whilst they are eminently calculated to mislead the 
inind, it is most difficult to unravel their intricacy, or expose their 
falsehood. We possess one advantage, however, over the more 
labored composition of our Antagonist, that this simple detail of 
the oppression we have suffered, and the grievances we have endured, 
contains no violation of truths, no exaggeration of circiimstancies^ 
no traiismutation of facts ! As the general feeling and indigndnt 
voice of an injured and insulted People, we give it to ttie candor of 
bur Countrymen, and trust we shall stand acquitted before them and 
the World of the disgraceful charges which have been preferred 
against us ! 
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A. 

Egtmci of a Letter from Lieutenant'Ck>hn€l Arthur to the Right Hon. Earl 

Bathurst, doled October 7th, 1820. 

la the DUpatcheSy which I bad the honor to address to your Lordship 
shortly after my arrival in this Settlement, it afforded me the greatest plea- 
sure to bear testimony to the humanity, which I observed generally exer- 
cised by the Wood-cutters towards their Slaves. 

On the necessitv I was under, however, in my Dispatch of the Slst* 
October, 1816, of detailing to your Lordship the Cruelty which has been 
exercised by a Settler named Michael Carty, I was called upon to make 
some observations upon the extreme inhumanityof many of the lower class 
of Settlers residing in the Town of Belize towards their Slaves ; and, as it 
appeared to be an evil greatly increasing, I submitted at the same time the 
total inadequacy of the Courts of this Settlement to check this vicious dis- 
position. 

In my Report to your Lordship, of the 16th May last, No. 27, upon the 
insurreciion which had taJcen place in the interior of the Colony, I repre« 
sented that it had originated from the harshness with which some of the 
Slaves had been treated, and that I was not without hope the conseq^uences 
on that occasion would have had the beneficial tendency of exciting a 

§reater degree of humanity towards these unfortunate people : I am much 
istressed, my Lord, that my expectations have not been answered ; and 
such is the increasing severity and cruelty which is now practised with im- 

£ unity, that although I am very conscious of the dlmculty, which has 
itherto presented itself to his Majesty's Government, upon ^ the general 
question of the administration of justice in Honduras, I am most reluctant- 
Ij constrained to bring the subject again under your Lordshi{>*s considera- 
tion. The result of a trial, which was instituted on the 6th inst. against 
an inhabitant for excessive cruelty towards a poor Slave, absolutely excludes 
every hope, under the present system of jurisprudence, of bringing offenders 
pa pupishment when guilty of the most flagrant acts of inhumanity and op- 
pression. The trial to which I allude was instituted against a free woman of 
color, named Duncanette Campbell, under a bench-warrant, ** for*punish- 
iDg her Slave named Kitty in an illegal, cruel, and severe manner, by 
chaining her and repeatedly whipping her, and for confining her for a con- 
siderable time in the said chains in the loft of her house." 

As the sufferings of this poor Slave deeply excited my commiseration, I 
made it a point to attend the Court : The femsde Slave appeared covenMl 
with wounds and stripes. The Medical Gentleman, who had examined her 
by order of the Magistrates as soon as she was taken into custody, deposed : 
** I examined the Slave Kitty, and observed the scores of several wounds, 
which appeared to have been recently inflicted with a whip or cowskin ; 
they were chiefly upon the shoulders, but there was also a considerable 
number on the left arm, the neck, and face ; tho^e on the face had pro- 
duced considerable swelling and other symptoms of inflammation ; one of 
the stripes had divided the ala of the Mt ear; another had wounded the left 
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c^c-ball; both eyes were much swelled and inHamed, and her whole coun- 
lenance was so much disfigured that il was aonie tiaie before I could re^ 
" connive her." The PoUce-Officet deposed, " On proceeding to tlie dwelling 
orMiss Duncanette Campbell, I fouod Ihe slave Kilty at ihc fool of a bed, 
with a pair of handcuffs on, and chained round the legs with a double 
padlock i the chain was bound rouod so close (hat she could not stand or 
move, i saw a cut upon the left ear, and many stripes upon the back : her 
face also bore visible marks of whipping, and there was a bruise under her 
eye, I tried to lift h«r up, but she could not stand ; she informed me that 
she had been in this situation for sijt weeks." In fact every charge stated 
in the warrant was most fully proved. 

To deny the punishment which had been so cruelly ioDicted was of 
course impossible ; and therefors the only defence which the prisoner at- 
tempted lu set up was, that the Gentlemau, with whom she had cohabited 
and lived for many years, had instigated the Slave to neglect her business, 
disobey her orders, and to behave with the greatest insubordination ; that 
the Slave was her own property, and that therefore ^he had a right to punish 
her as she thought proper. The prisuner admitted, indeed voluntarily 
bore testimony lo, the uniform excellent conduct of the poor Stave for many 
years, and stated that the circumstance, for which she had now chastised 
her, was the only misconduct of which she had ever been guilty. 

The Bench, which was composed of four Magistrates, in charging the 
Jury, in no way whatever adverted to the dreadful instrument with which 
ibe nunishniem hod been inflicted ; to the poor Slave's ear having been 
cut tlirough ; tv the frightful blows on her face, or to the conJineniEnt in 
chains (every part of which is illegal by the Consolidated Slave Act in Ja- 
maica, which is by the Law professed to be acknowledged In the Courts of 
this Settlement, althou|h the Act is not in Ihe Country), but brieDy observ- 
ed, that by Law every Owner was jusli6ed in punishing to the extent of 
£9 lashes ; and therefore the only point for the consideration of the Jury 
was, Whether a greater number of laches had been inflicted in the present 
case i Wiihoui tive minutes' hesitation the prisoner was acquitted ! ! 
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B. 

net Anliur lolhe Earl Bathw^tt, K. G. dated Hon- 

■aifiOthSeplemUT, 1891. 

lived the enclosed Report, No. I, from the Officer 

iahmenc he had been required by Mr. 

one of hi s Slaves; and also detailing a 

f which beta|M^|^i carried into effect at the 

with tha ^^^^^^[utLon of which he hesitated 

Immediately on receiv- 

, informing them I was 

y trial or evidence wbat- 

on four Slaves, and, inli- 

vas vested in the Bench to 

requested some explana- 

< over the matter as well as 
t \\y Jury was a heavy ex- 
iio iuieniionuf infringing 
SUves ; that uoder a heavy 
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pemlty, whether comp^lelit or not, tbey were obliged to ftct as Magji»- 
Uitte9» Vid i^osei^^ueDUyy their Fellow-Settlers always viewed their coo* 
iu€!L when not strictly tespfiar, with every iodul^mice. 

Although their proceecnng was io direct violation of the Law, I animadr 
verted MPon it in milder terms than I should otherwise have been disposed 
Ip have done, from the impression that two of the Magistrates (it beiog 
their first year in office), might have acted without consideration, under 
the influence of Mr. Bowen, who, as an older Magistrate, was well ac- 
quainted with the laws and customs of the Court ; Sad to whom, from his 
well-known character, I cpuld have no hesitation in referring the whole 
matter, although it was difficult in such a case oiBciaUy to attach the blame 
where I. felt it ought to have rested ; I did so^ however, as far as I oould with 
propriety, and also directed all the poor Slaves to be instantly liberated and 
deilivered up to th^ir respective Owners. 

In the course of investigating this flagrant attempt upon the dghtsof the 
Sli^ves, I was led to the knowled^ of Mr. Bowen having confiq^ the poor 
Slave in chaios in his own premises, whom the PolicshOffiteer had refused 
to pl^e in that sitiiation in the Jail ; and an affidavit made before one of 
'the Majgistrates of his general cruelty and inhumanity was at the same 
time laid before me. Having fully ascertained the uuexceptionabl^ cha- 
racter of the complainant, and made every investigation which prudence 
could suggest, I determined to issue a search-warrant, and your Lordship 
will perceive, by the return of the Officer of Police on the back of the 
warrant, that the Slaves were found chained in the manner described ia 
the affidavit. 

The warrant having been examined on the following morning by the 
Bench, Mr. Bowen was ordered for trial on the 25tb inst. ; but I must here 
observe, that although the evidence on the examination was most clear 
and distinct, the majority of the three Maeistrates deemed it so very doul^ 
ful whether the offence could be considered a breach of any Law, or whether 
there had been any farther punishment inflicted by Mr. Bowen than an 
Owner was justified in giving his Slave, that they were much disposed to 
question the propriety of any prosecution : This, of course, convinced me 
of the feeling and disposition of the Bench. 

In order that I might be under no error from misrepresentation, I attend- 
ed the trial, and the following circumstances were most clearly and dis- 
tinctly proved, indeed not denied ;>that on the bare suspicion of having 
made away with some handkerchiefs, committed to her care to dispose o^ 
a poor female Slave was tied up by order of her Owner and severely nogged-, 
. and then handcuffed and shackled, placed in an old store, infested with ver- 
min and the noisome flies of this country ; after being in this sitiiation for 
five days and nights. Sergeant Rush, a military pensioner, interceded with 
Mr, Bowen for her release, and having pledged himself, if the handkerchieft 
were not found, to pay the exorbitant sum-jdemanded, the poor creature 
was liberated on Sunday ^bout mid-day ; on the following morning she 
left her Owner's house to make her complaint and seek redress. For thisi 
and no other grounds whatever, she was again seized upon, tied down on 
her belly to the ground, her arms and le^s being stretched out, and secured 
to four stakes witti sharp cords, and in this shocking attitude, in the heat of 
the sun, exposed before the men in a perfect state of nature, she was again 
severely flogged, in presence of her iunuman Master and his brother, upon 
her back and posteriors, and then sent back to her place of torment, and 
there, again confined in handcufls and chains, subsisted on the wretched 
pittance of twenty plantains and two mackarel per week for above four* 
teen days. Occasionally, indeed,. it appeared, the miserable being waa 
led out by day, and chained to a tree m.tbe yard^and there compeU^d to 
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wash.^Thb, mj Lord, was &n oiFence, for which the Mftgis^aM^ i«oltM 
find no Law on which to charge the Jury, nor the Jilr^^ any a^^st which! 
to find the prisoner gufity! Most truly, indeed, was it observed Vy thief 
Advocate, in open Court, that if they rejected the Consolidated Slave Iaw 
of Jamaica, which bv custom and usage had been considered fbryedrs as* 
the Law of the Settlement, he shuddered to remind them that theitt wtai 
the 21st Act ofGreo. III. chap. 67, which protected even brutes froth inhti^ 
manity. 

The case of the male Slaves actually apprehended by the Officer of Police^ 
haiidcufFed, shackled, and loaded with an enormous eattle-chain, in the' 
very dwelling of this 'Magistrate^ I need not in this Dispatch enlarge upoh. 
If the enormity against the poor female was n6 violafkm of the Diw, thiar 
of course could not be deemed illegal. 

The Slaves in this country have, for some thne past, appeared to require 
no incentive to agitate their already irritated minds; and therefore to quiet 
in some degree the alarm, which will no doubt quickly spread amongst 
them, of their being thus deprived of all protection, I have, after assem- 
bling the Members of the Supreme Court as a Coinncil, IhiflL day issued a 
Proclamation in bis Majesty's name, declaring the Consolidated Slave Law 
of Jamaica to be in force until others are enacted, copy of which, with my 
Letter to the Magistrates, I beg to submit, and of which I trust your Lord^ 
ship will approve. The measure will no doubt be offensive enough to Mr. 
Bowen and his partisans, and to many others, who have always manifested 
the most violent opposition to any interference with the -dealing^ of 
Owners with their Slaves; bat I regard them with indifference in comparison 
to the manifest injustice and cruelty of abandoning all the Slaves to the 
mercy of their Proprietors, although I still hope there are many who treat 
them with all the kindness and humanity, consistent with their state of 
'l>ondage. 

Enclosure^ No, 1, in Colonel ArthUf^s of^Qtk September , 1821. 

Belize, jkondmoi, lith September, 18tl. 

SlE, . 

I beg leave to acquaint you that on the 4th inst. it was reported to me 

^hat M. W. Bow^n, Esq. a Magistrate, had sent a Slave of his, by the name 

^3f Guy, to the common jail, with orders to the Constable that he, Guy^' 

should be worked on the public works with the convicts in chains. Con- 

«:eiving that the order was irregular, coming from only one Magistrate, and' 

1)8 being the Proprietor of the Slave, I gave direction to the Constable not 

to pay any attention to the order until I saw the Gentlerh'an myself, M 

l>eine my intention to state my reason for not complying with his ordel*;' 

Ijut, oeing unfortunately unwell, I did not see him nnti? the toth indt. 

when a Meeting of the Magistrates took place at the Court-House, where,' 

in the presence of two other Magistrates, M. W. Bowen, Esq. told me that* 

he had taken his slave out of jail, in consequence of directions given by 

me for his not being worked in chains on the public works. Upon mr 

replying to him that, without the sanction of the Bench, I did not think 

myself authorized to punish a Slave in that manner at the instance of htar 

Master, he said that he conceived that an order from an^ Magistrate' 

was sufficient authority for me. To this the other two Magistrates made 

no kind of observation, and consequently I am left in the very delicate 

situation of questioning the orders of a Magistrate, or violating what 1 

conceive to be the LawQ of the Settlement. 

I beg also to state that four runaway Slaves were delivered into the charge 
of the Constable on the 3d inst, two of which, named Hero and Marrbtt, 
^long to the estate of the late S. Burnaham, John, to George aqd Jalmes' 
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Hyde, and Glaagowi to Mr* John Young. . The Ihree formerwere brought 
fein the Northward by. some Spaoiards t the latter was delirered by Mr. 
fiarrison, a clerk to Messrs. Young and Wright, requesting that he might 
be kept in jail untU Mr. Wright came down the River : That on the 5th 
lost, tney were brought by an order of the Magistrates before the Bench, 
and, without any tnSi whatever, they (the four) were ordered to be im- 
prisoned and worked in chains on the public works for two months, and to 
receive a corporal pimishment of 128 lashes each, at four separate times, a 
parjt of which sentence has been carried into execution ; but I feel so un- 
comfortable in proceeding with the farther punishment of those people, 
under the impression that they have not been regularly tried, that I must 
beg with great submission to bring this representation under your con- 
si^ration. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 
Your most obedient and humble servant, 

William S. Eve, O^tfro/'Po/ice. 
To Colonel Arthur, hU Majetty*s 
Superintendent f Hondurat, 



c. 

Enchture in Colonel Arthw^ty ^Qth September ^ 18S1, to Lord BatJmrU. 

Government-House f BelizCf ^Qih September, 1821. 
Gentlemen, 

I enclose, for your information, his Majesty's Proclamation of this date^ 
by which you will observe that the Consolidated Slave Law of Jamaica, of 
which Honduras is a dependency, is declared to be in force in this Settle- 
ment until other laws shall be enacted, and I have accordingly to require 
you wUl be guided thereby in all proceedings in your Court until his 
Majesty's farther pleasure herein is duly promiiT^ted. 

I am deeply grieved that the influence of a few ill-disposed persons should 
compel me thus publicly, by Proclamation, to cast the disgraceful, imputa- 
tion upon this community, that it has hitherto left the Slave Population 
whollv unprotected by law, and tliat every punishment, which has been in- 
filcted iipon the Slaves bv the Bench, either by trial or otherwise, has been 
altogether illegal ; for if oy custom and usage the Slave Law of Jamaica has 
not bieen considered in force here, as far as it would apply to the local cir- 
cumstances of the country, then there has been no law, and, if it has been 
so recognized, the Bench, in declining the admission of the 25th and 29th 
Articles of that Law, on the recent trial of Mr. Bowen, has violated the 
sacred obligation, by which every Magistrate is bound on his admission into 
office. 

Is it. Gentlemen, to be tolerated that an inhuman and exasperated Pro- 
prietor has the power to cause a wretched female to be laid prostrate on the 
ground in a state of nature, having her arms and legs extended by cords 
to four stakes, and after being thus, in the presence of men, severely lashed 
over the back and buttocks in the burning heat of the sun, in a tropical cli- 
mate, placed in confinement, handcuffed and chained, tormented by flies 
and vermin, and fed upon the miserable pittance of two mackarel and 
twenty plantains per week, and shall it be said there is ilo law in a British 
Colony to punish such inhumanity ? Is this an offence of so light a nature 
that one of your body thought it scarcely worthy of notice, and would net 
proceed even to the trial of it without my interference ? Our Sovereign i^id 
our country, believe me, will think very differently ! 

r have only in conclusion to observe, that eight days have now elapsed 
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%tn(Be I transmitted to theBench the petition of a poor fiftmily, who teive 
been in Slavery illegally for fifty years. You have, Gentlemen, before Veil 
the original manumission of this family. You have also on the public 
books of the country in your^ Court^^HouSe this deed duly entered and re- 
corded, and surely you will no longer defer to assert the claim of theM 
people to their freedom, and place them in a condition to establish the 
jume before a Jury. 

I have the honor to be, Gentlemen^ 

Your most obedient hunible servant, 
(Signed) Geo. Arthur, Cohnel, SHperirUendef^ 

and ComtHandant. 
The MagUtrateif 6fC, Sfc. Sfc. 

Enclosure, No, 5, in Colonel Arthitr^s Letter, 2Sth September, 1891. 

HONDUBAS, ss. 

BY THE KING.— A PROCLAMATION. 

(Seal.) 
Whereas it has appeared to us on an occasion of a late trial at a Special 
Court, held at Belize^River's Mouth on the 25th inst. that doubts have 
arisen in the minds of several of our Subjects settled in Honduras, whether 
an Act of the Legislature of our island of Jamaica, commonly called '* the 
Consolidated Slave Law," is considered in force in our Settlement of Hon- 
duras : And whereas there are no other laws whatever for the nrotection of 
the Slave Population known or promulgated in our said Settlement, and 
deeming it to be absolutely necessary that the Slaves should not be deprived 
of that protection which humanity dictates, and the very existence of the 
country demands^ We, by and with the advice of the Commissioners of our 
Supreme Court, now at Belize as a Council assembled, have issued this our 
Royal Proclamation, commanding that the Consolidated Slave Law now m 
force in our island of Jamaica, of which Honduras is a dependencv, shall be 
the Law of our Settlement of Honduras, until other laws approved by us, or 
by any having authority from us, shall be enacted for the protection of the 
£lave Population. 

Witness George Arthur, Esquire, Colonel, commanding our Troops in 
the Bay of Honduras, first Commissioner of our Supreme Court, and 
Superintendent in and over our Subjects settled at Honduras, this 
twenty-eishth day of September, Annoque Domini one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty -one, and in the second year of our reigo. 

(Signed) Geo. Arthur. 

By command, 

(Signed) B. Willis, Secretary^ 

GOD SAVE. THE KING. 



D. 

JExtrnei <ifa Letter from Colonel Arthur to Earl Bathur$t, JK. G., dated Hondw 

ra$, 10th January, 1822. 

I did myself the honor to report to your Lordship, in my dispatch of th^ 
S8th September last, the circumstances under which fhad felt myself called 
upon to enforce by Proclamation the Consolidated Slave Law of Jamaica, as* 
wr as it would~apply in thb Settlement, for tie protecUon of the Slave po- 
pulation. 

Although my dispatches will have apprised your Lordship I had ascer- 
iMDed b^pnd all doubt that, in many cases, the Slaves were severely op- 
pressed, 1 had certainly hitherto formed no just idea ot- the extent of their 

" ■ I 



gri^anpes. Encouraged by th^ Proclamatipn (of the force and intent of 
)iiiiich they app^red to fprm at the moment an erroneous notion), the num* 
bera w^u> came forward in a few days filled me with no less astonishment^ 
than the fraiid and injustice which had so long been secretly practised tor 
wards them. Many of the representations 1 could well suppose were un- 
founded, and others exaggerated ; but those which bore the stamp and cha- 
lacter of plain truth, were still sufficient to create alarm for the consequen- 
ces of so much j^st excitement. 

The greater body of petitioners represented themselves to be native In- 
4iaas, or the descendants of Indian^, and supplicated for my protection on 
the grounds of their baviog been brought from the Mosquito Shore, and for 
many years illegally held in Slavery by the Wood-cutters. Qa investiga- 
tion I found that their claim had been set up at sundry times many years 
ago, and, its validity being denied by the Bench and Juries, the poor Indi- 
ans had since patiently submitted to a yoke they were unable to cast 6fF. 

The general history of this Continent, and ttfe principles which his Ma- 
jesty's Goyernment has invariably observed towards its native inhabitants, 
left no doubt on my tuind that the pretensionis of thesf^ claimants were 
founded no less in justice than in law ; but as in a confined com muni ty, 
such as this, the interest of one is the interest of all, and, as the question of 
mht had been positively negatived by the Court, I considered it wonld be 
achrisable to suspend any measures until I had referred the point for the advice 
of some competent professional Gentleman. Submitting, therefore, the case 
of the Indians for the opinion of his Majesty's Attorney-General at Jamaica, 
J determiaed in the mean ti,rae that the issue of one or two of those suits 
ahould'be tried, which related to the freedom of whole families of African 
Kegrpes. 

, After considerable hesitation and delay the Bench consented that writs of 
ICH>levin should be issued to the descendants of two Slaves, named ''Rhode- 
buatid'' and ** PhilUs," who claimed tlieir freedom by virtue of the manu- 
mission of their faster, Mr. Cahoon, who died in the year 1768 ; but as 
bonds, amounting to the enormous Sum of 4000/. were necessary to be en- 
tered into before the writs could be taken up, a difficulty still presented it- 
self, which would have been insurmountable tp these poor people without 
ny assistance. The bonds, however, being executed, the case came on at 
the October Grand Court, and by the verdict of a Jury a family of eighteen 
1K>or creatures, who had been unjustly held in Slavery for fifty^three years, 
wfir^ set at liberty. The Slavery of this family was mainly insisted upon by 
Mr. Bowen, who held six of them in servitude, and whose inhuman conduct 
formed the subject of my last dispatch. 

The second case which came on was unsuccessful, although the grounds 
vere the same with those which had beei^ favorably disposed of only the 
day before. At this trial no less than three of the Magistrates left their 
seats as parties interested to defend the suit against the Slaves; but, not- 
^ivithstanding the effect of this (which your Lordship may well conceive in 
^such a community), the first Jury sat the day and night without agreeing 
in a verdict, and it was not until a new trial with another Jury was ordered 
that the Slaves were nonsuited. 

The result of this trial,' and the evident spirit of opposition to the poor 
Slaves, determined m^ never again to seek redress for them in the Court as 
it is at present constituted ; and, on receiving, therefore, the opinion of his 
Majesty^s Attorney-General respecting the poor Indians, it became neces- 
sary to resort to other means, and I trust the plan to which I have had re- 
course will ineet your Lordship's approbation. 

On the Slst ult. I assembled the Commissioners of the Supreme Court 
aftd the Magistrates, with the principal Inhabitants (all being parties con- 
cerned), at the Government-House, apd, having laid before them the ippi- 
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Dioo of his Majesty's Attorney-General, that it was illegal to hold'tbe lil^ 
dians or their descendants in Slavery, and having read to them the extract 
of the Consolidated Slave Law upon the Subject, I proposed the appoiHtmeitt 
of Commissioners to investigate into the descent of the reputed Indians, \fho 
should also award fair and reasonable reparation to such as had been illto^ 
gaily held in slavery. 

Conviction of the injury done these wretched people, and alarm for thii 
consequences of a criminal prosecution, whilst the opinion of the Attorneys 
General left no room to doubt the issue 'before any Court, which might b« 
established by his Majesty, led the Meeting to close immediately with my 
proposition, and I now do myself the honor to lay before your Lordship my 
Proclamation, asserting the right of all Indians and their desce'ndants to 
th^ir freedom, with copies of my letter to the Magistrates, and the warrant 
by which the Commission is constituted. 

Having first proposed the measure to the principal Wood-cutters aiid In^ 
' habitants, and leaving it now optional on either side, after the descent ii 
proved, to submit to the award of the Commissioners, or abide the cense* 
quences, I hope your Lordship will not consider that I havcf acted arbitralHljf 
in thus indirectly taking the matter out of the hands of the Magistrates; 
and, if I have rather exceeded the restricted limits of my authority as Super- 
. imendent by this interference, I must rest my excuse in the great necessity 
of doing justice to so many poor, oppressed, ind much-injured people. The 
descent of these Indians, in many cases, can alone be established by the 
evidence of very aged people: conseque'ntly the delay of only a few months, 
In appealing to yoiir Lordship, might have irrecoverably fijted matiy in Sift- 
very for ever ! 

Major-General Pye, having just arrived from Jamaica, attended the meet- 
ing on the 8l8t ult. and has kindly offered me the benefit of his rank and ex- 
perience by acting as President of the Commission, a&d, as the cases appear 
generally to be exceedingly clear, the labors of the Commissioners will nety 
I trustj be of long duration. 



E. 

Copy of a Letter from Colonel Arthur to the Earl Bathurst, K, G., dated ^Zd 

February f 1822. 

I Government-House, Selizdf'Horidiirtif^ 

My Lord, ^^ February, 1^^, 

I have the honor to report to your Lordship that at the close of the (nil 
on the 31st of December last, for the election of seven Magistrates to serve 
for the year 1832, Mr. Manfield William Bowen, whose character and con-» 
duct I have so freqaently been under the painful necessity of bringing under 
your Lordship's notice, was of the number returned; and on the Provost* 
Marshal-General's waiting upon me, agreeable to use, with the return of 
ttie poll for my approval or disapproval, I objected to his person. 

As Mr. Bowen, I understand, petitions, through some Solicitor in Lon-« 
don, your Lordship for redress, I beg, by submitting a copy of my letter to the 
Magistrates at the moment of. his disqualification, with copies annexed of 
the documents to which that letter refers, to place your Lordship in the full 
possession of the circumstances which have governed my conduct' towaidi 
this individual ; and to those documents I would earnestly beg to draw your 
Lordship's particular attention, as an additional evidence of the total and 
absolute impossibility of protecting the Slave Population under the present 
system of jurisprudence in the colony. 

My avowed motive for diaseoting to the return of Mr. hoWtia was to pa« 
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ralyse tbii capacity of a person so disposed to treat the Sbvif Fopiilatidtf' 
with severity and cruelty, and how far subsequent events have coDfircned 
the necessity of such a measure your Lordship will judge on the perusal of 
the accompanying examination, taken on oath before the Commissionera 
appointed to investigate into the claims of reputed Indians. 

The flagrant conduct of Mr. Bowen and Clarissa Paslow tojurards the 
poor female Indian, wbotfe complaint forms the matter of examination; and 
who is hfld in Slavery by Clarissa Paslow^ it is impossible ta pass over, and 
no less impossible to punish in this country; and I therefore beg to submit 
the case to your Lordship's consideration and judgment. 

' X have,&c. 

(Signed) Cteo. Arthub* ' 

P. & In the body of my dispatch I have aJready entreated your Lord^ 
ship's attention to the enclosures. la my letter of. the S4th of October, 
your Lordship will observe that X called most earnestly upon the Magis- 
trates to interfere in behalf of the Slaves under the management of Dr. 
Bowen. My intercession has been totally disregarded, and it is now re- 
ported to me that a large body of these Slaves have taken to the woods. 

G. A, 

TAe "RigU Hon^ Earl Batbukst, Sfc» Sfc, Sfc. 



F. 

Extract frdm the Minuter of the Proceedings of the InhubitantSf in Public 
Meeting anembled^ Mondmf the Sd Ju/y, 1&15, wherein they pasted a vote, 
discontinuing their Agent in Britain^ 

ReiolvedfThtLt in consequence of the communication made this day to 
the Public by Major Qeorge Arthur, his Majesty's Su|)erintendeiit, in future 
the office of Agent for the Public of Honduras be done away, and it is here- 
by annulled accordingly; and that all representations, deemed necessary to 
be made to his Majesty's Government in future, shall be through the me- 
dium of his Majesty's Superintendent. 



G. ' 

Extmct of a Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Arthur to the Earl Bat hunt, Jf-O,, 
dated Honduras, 5th^arch, 1829, enclosing copies of Addresses to hm. 

On the arrival of Major-General Pye in December last, before the offen- 
sive matter of the Indians was investigated, and when it was supposed I was 
on the eve of my departure for England, the accompanying Addresses from 
the Inhabitants were presented to me through the Magistrates/ being some 
of those very individuals'who are now most angry and most violent. 

The sentiments conveyed in the Address o^the White Inhabitants, when 
compared with the present feeling, is no fe^le confirmation [of the accounel 
of the vacillating disposition which I have always given of the public; and, 
although, indeed, I was well aware that it did not speak the real sentiments 
of many, such testimony,, as to the line of proceeding by which I haveuni- 
foirmly been guided, is perhaps the strongest I could possibly lay before your 
Lordship, and may help by comparison to illustrate any obscurity in the 
representations which now may go forth. 

The Address of the Free People of Color comprehends, I believe, without> 
exception, the name of every Male Inhabitant of that class of any reputa«» 
tion in the Colony, and, althoiigh its language is lees ardent^ it is infinitely^ 
more wx^ptMc to me, being minded ia the sincere resist and gratitude 
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•f UuMS iinfortufiftte people, who have been rather the objects of suspkion 
and dread in every other colooy^ 

No. I. 

Extract from the Minutei of ike Proceedings of a General Meeting of the Jaibi- 
bitants, held at the Court-House, Belize, in Honduras, on Monday the 19th 
day of November, 18S1. 

ColoDel Arthur obseryed, '' From the agitation which has been already 
excited, not only various petitions are now before me from African Negroesy 
but a large body of persons have remonstrated upon their being, as descend- 
ants of Native Indians, illegally* and unjustly held in Slavery. By firm and 
prudent measure^ on your part this day, in disposioe of the Resolution to 
which I have adverted, some confidence I trust will be restored in the Slave 
Population, and time thereby afforded for a dispassionate consideration of 
the case of the -Indians. 

** My wish is to decline givio^ any opinion whatever at present upon the 
merits of the petition of the Indians. Many individuals, I can well believe, 
who are represented to hold them, have been unconscious of their descent; 
and whilst,, therefore, I desire to afford relief to the complainants, I would 
on no accpuqt be hurried into the smallest act of injustice. . Tbe plan I 
propose pursuing is (and J, hope it will satisfy all. parties) to call upon a 
Committee of the most intelligent persons concerned to state the grounds, 
on which they defend their riglit to the servitude of these people, and then 
to transmit the same, with the petitions, to his Majesty's Government for 
instructions upon the several questions." 

No. II. 

At a Meeting, assembled at the Govemment-'Housey Belige, in Honduroi, 

Monday the Slst of December f 18t21 : 

Present:— His Mitjesty's^ Superintendent, Major General Pye, the Judges 
of the Supreme Court, the Magistrates of the Settlement, the Reverend 
John Armstrong, the principal Officers of the Garrison* the Field-Officers of 
the Prince Regent's Royal Honduras Militia, the Secretary and Assistant 
Secretary of his Majesty*s Superintendent, the King's Advocate, p.t. the 
Keeper of Public Records, p.t. the Proyost-Marshal-General, the Officer of 
Police, the Crown-Surveyor, the Paynaaster of the Prince Regent's Royal 
Honduras Militia: — 

His Majesty's Superintendent addressed the Meeting on the subject of 
the Indians as follows : 

'^ At the opening of the late Public Meeting, Gentlemen, I alluded to the 
state of Slavery, in which several Indians and their descendants were held 
by some of the Inhabitants of this Settlement ; and I also suggested mea- 
sures which I proposed adopting upon the subject, trusting it would have 
met with general approbation. 

^ The circumstance, however, passed without the smallest attention, and 
I am left in ignorance, to the present moment, whether the proposition was 
satisfactory, or otherwise, to the community. 

** The Pompey having, since the Public Meeting, presented me with an 
opportunity of referring the case for the opinion of the Attorney-General at 
Jamaica, I shall beg to read to you the answer I received from WUIiam 
Bullock, Esq.'' 

Km^s House, Jamaica, 12th December, 1841. 
Sir, 
X.have received and laid before the lieutenant* Governor your letter to me 
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9i the d6tb of November Idst, with its t^o eDclosureS) aod now enclose foi 
yout information, the Attorney-General's opinion upon the seTeral points 
referred to him. 

His Honor is glad to find that the opinion of Mr. Burge coincides so com- 
pletely with yours, and that you will be able to persevere in your humane 
and consideriite endeavours to rtelieve the poor Indians, who appear to have 
been unjustly detained in bondage, from their present unhappy state; and 
he hopes you will omit no means of doing these perdons ^mple justice. 

I Uiay not prolmbty be able to satisfy your inquiries as to the manumis- 
skin MtpposoQ tb.be un recotd h^re by the present opportunity, as the searcll 
may occupy tom'^ time; but I will -send you all tho informjition on this 
point thkt oan bd obtained bel'e as-soon as possible. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Bclloce. 

SpanUh-Town, lltk December , 1821. 
Si A, 
I have th6 honor to ackUovirledge the receipt of your lettei" of this dtiy^ 
4late, enclosing a letter from his Majesty's Superintendent at Honduras, to- 
gethet with two documents which accompanied it. Having perused and 
considered thetn, I beg leave to report to you, for the information of hi^ 
Hbnor the Lieutenant-Governor, my opinion on the four questions proposed 
in the Superintendent's letter, as follows : 

first.-^British subjects cannot, under any circumstances, hold in Sla- 
- very the Native Indians of the Continent of America, or their descend* 
ants. • . ' . 

Second. — British subjects (whether the original importers, or others 
who have since become possessed of them) cannot legally retain in Sla- 
very the Indians, brought into the Settlement of Honduras from, the' 
Mosc[uito Shore, or their descendants. 

Third. — British subjects, who knowingly persist in holding these In- 
dians in Slavery, are subject to a criminal prosecution. For tne purpose 
of removing such Indians from the control of those who hold them ia 
Slaveiy, writs of homine replegiando should be issued against such per* 
tons at the suit of thie Indians detained. * 

F6urth. — Such Indians would be entitled to damages from the persons 
who had knowingly detained them in Slavery. 
' 1 have to express ihy entire concurrence ini the opinion which the Super* 
intendent has formed of the effect of Sir Basil Keith's Proclamation, and of 
(he total inadmissibility of any title which can be alleged against the right 
of these persons to their freedom. • This right is so clear, and has been, 
front a very early period in the history of this island, so constantly protected 
by his Majesty's Government, that I strongly recommend that the Supertn* 
tendent should afford them every aid, which his official situation supplies, 
lii asserting and recovering it. 

I will direct the Solicitor of the Crown to make the requisite search in ihe 
Secretary's Office for the manumission referred to in the Postscript of the 
Superintendent's letter. 

I have thought it advisable not to delay my report until it has been 
found* 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) William Burce. 

William Bullock, Esq, King's House. 

His Majesty's Superintendent then referred the Meeting to the Consoli- 
dated Slave Law of Jamaica^ cap. 28, cl. 1 ; and having expressed that, 
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although it was his fixed determination to do justice to the Indians held in 
Slavery, he still desired to excite the least possible commotion in the 
community, or prejudice to those who unknowingly held these people in 
Slavery ; and suggested, whether the appointment of a Commission tQ he%f 
the evidence in proof of Indian descent, and of the arguments opposed by 
their Propdetorsi would be satisfactory ; requesting the Geatlemen would 
j>ropose any plan by which justice could be dope to the Indians without 
reference to legal prosecutions ; 

The Meeting linanimoiisly expressed it sis their opinion, th^t if his 
^^esty's Superintendent would a))point a Cdmnii8.sian» with adequa^ 

Sowers, for the purpose of investigating the claims of the Indians, or tb^ 
escendants, on th^ one hand^ and of the Proprietors op the Qtl>Qr, it w^i|14 
be the means of affording justice to all parties, as incUyiduals would t^ben 
have an opportunity of either emancipating persons proving themselves tf) 
be Indians, or pf standing ^ prosecution for holding them in Slavery^ 



No. m. 

V 

JMterfrom Colonel Arthur, his Majesty's^ Sup^rint^ndent^ to the M(4^tratef, 

enchnn^ ProQlamation — subject lndim9* 

Government' House, Belize 9 
Gentlemen, '6th January, 1822. 

Referring to the proceedings at the Government-House, on the 3 1st ult., 
finding a number of Indians are on the eve of being sent into the interior, 
I have this day issued a Proclamation, asserting the right of all Indians 
and their descendants to their freedom,^nd pointing out the means pro- 
vided, by which they may establish their descent. 

. As I am desirous that no unnecessary unpleasant sensation may ke sx* 
cited at this season, whilst ao many African Negr^ies are in the town, I 
beg to enclose the Proclamation to the Bench, that it may be prmnnlgated 
in such manner as may be considered most advisable by the Magistrates ; 
taking care, of course, that all parties concerned are duly apprised thereof. 

The. duty which wiil be imposed on the Coiqmisaioner?, aHhough it ma^ 
be of short duration, will necessarily be^^ as far as regards the Inhabitants, 
of an unpleasant nature, and it is not to be expected that their services 
ibould be gratuitous : I would therefore propose one half of the expense 
incurred should be defrayed by his Majesty's Goyernment in behaif of the 
Indians, and the other moiety, as the communily at large are so generally 
concerned, by the Public Treasurer. 

The right of the Indians and their descendants being now so iRcentpo- 
vertibly established, you will, I am persuaded, be eonvinoed, that it is n»^ 
duty |o afford them all the protection in my power; bat in vindicating 
their rights, and looicing for a just and reasonable indemnifioatton for the 
injury they have sustained, I would desire to act with the utmost forbear- 
ance towards those Inhabitants who have, unconscious of those right^i held 
them in a^tate of Slavery. 

I have the honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

Geo. Arthur. 

Th^ Magistrates, 4-c, 4-c. 4-c. : 
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No. IV. 
Colond ArtkurU Proclamation. — Indiam. 

HOSDUBAS^ S8. 

A PROCLAMATION. 
By George' Arthur, Esquire, Cdonely his Majesty's Supenn*- 
(sxAi.) tendent and Commander-in-Chief of all his Majesty's 
Subjects settled in Honduras, &c. &6. &c. 
Whekeas it appears by sundry Petitions, which have been presented to 
" me, that a great number of Native Indians or their descendants are held ia 
Slavery in this Colony ; and whereas the same is illegal : I do hereby in 
bis Majesty's name assert the right of all such Indians or their descendants 
to their freedom. And, in order that these persons may have the means of 
fully establishing their descent, a Board of Commissioners ^U be forth- 
with constituted and appointed, with ample powers to investigate into the 
iame ; and all persons who, under any pretensions whatsoever, hold these 
Indians or their descendants i% servitude, are hereby required and enjoined 
to a£rord them every facility in appearing before the said Commissioners. 
Given under my Hand and Seal at Arms, at the Government-Houss^ 
Belize, Honduras, this the fifth day of January, in the second year of 
his Majesty's Reign, Annoque Domini one tbou^d eight hundred 
and twenty-two. 

Geo* Arthur. 
By command of his Majesty's Superintendent, 

B. Willis. Sec« 
GOD SAVE THE XiNG. 

No. V. 

Extract of a Letter from Colonel Arthur to Emrl Bdtkurtty K, O., dated 
Honduras^ tOth January , 1822, encUmng copy of Letter to Mr. Bullock^ 
and which mil be found under Later D ^ tku Appendix^ page 65. 

Enclosure in theforegoing Letter, 

Colonel Arthur to Wm, Bullock, Esq. Secretas^ to the lAeutenant-Govemor of 

Jainaica, 

Crooemimeni^House, Belize, HondurmM^ 
8iUf S6M Nooemberf 1621. 

I do myself the honor to communicate to you, that in ccmseqtience -of 
some proceedings in the Courts of this Setjtlement about ^iz weeks since, it 
was developed^ that a large number of persons were most unjustly held in 
Slavery ; a prosecution was in consequence instituted by the acting King^s- 
Advocate (Major Coatquelvin), and, notwithstanding the greatest opposi-^ 
tion, the freedom of eighteen was established by a Bench and Jury. 

The petitions from persons representing themselves to be unjusdy held 
. in Slavery, which have since been laid Jberare me, are so numerous, and ^e 
injustice which has for years been practised is so extensive^ that I feel it 
necessary to proceed with the greatest circumspection. . 

Amongst other applicants, a very large body of persons claim their 
freedom from Indian descent. 

After a strict search into the old Mosquito Shore Records, the enclosed 
Proclamation by Sir Basil Keith has been discovered with an advertiseiQent 
hy Colvil Briton, by which it appears the Governor of Jamaica had ob- 
tained information that several Native Indians had been enslaved at the 
Mosquito Shore|_and, after noticing the illegality and inhumanity of |he 



measure, tbe Prochiination most strictly prohibited the practiee. This Pro- 
daniatitMi was forwarded to Mr. LaMrrie^ the then acting Superinleudent, 
iwfao, beins :bimself deeply implicated- in this inbuinan transaction, seems 
to have snuffled over the difficulty by calling for a return of the Indian 
Slaves in possession of British subjects, and prohibiting the enslaving of any 
inoce^ ^irtiout taking any ^teps towards the emancipation of those wno were 
wAXIm time held, in Slav/ery ; the consequence was, that on the evacuatfon 
of the Shore, these f>oor creatures, with their children^ were shipped oiTfer 
Honduras, where, with their descendants, they have ever since been conti- 
nued in bondage. 

These Indians have of course, in some cases, passed by. sale from their 
original importers into other hands; and such proprietors refuse to admit 
tbeur right to freedom on the grounds of their having (as they consider) 
fiudy purchased them ; others maintain, that although Sir Basil Keith's Pro- 
clamation prohibited the further Slavery of Indians, ne did not require those 
tb be given up who were already in Slavery, Both arguments appeal to me 
equally weak and untenable ; .Sir. Basil/ Keith's Proclamation can never be 
considered to sanction an act, which, I believe, has ever been deemed ille- 

£; and althoujgh his Proclamation did not ""specificalJy require the imme- 
te emancipation of the Indians then in Slavery, it is very probable in- 
4i4n]ctiQn0 to th^^t.e&ct accompanied the Proclamation : Besidei^, itexpressly 
interdicts any more Indians being shipped off from the Shore, and of course, 
without an infraction of that part of the Proclamation, they could hot have 
ibeen brought to Honduras; but, as I am unassisted by any Professional Ad- 
jviser, I beg to entreat you will have the goodness to lay this Dispatch be- 
fore his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, who, in compassion to these 
nuoh injured people, will, I am sure, permit their case to be referred for 
the opinion of his Majesty's Law-Ofiicers at Jamaica, in order to my being 
advised upon the following points : 

First.-'-X^an British Subjects, under any circumstances, hold in Slavery 
Native Indians of the Continent of America, or their descendants ? 

Second. — If so, can his Majesty's Subjects, whether the original import- 
ers or others (who have since blecome possessed of them), legally retain 
in Slavery the Indians, brought into this Settlement from the Mosquito 
{Ihore, or their descendants ? 

Third. — Is there any4)enalty attached to British Subjects persisting in 
holding these Indians in Slavery; and can they only be compelled^o give 
them iip by a legal process? This is very essen|iai, because there is no 
hope of ohUining a verdict in the Courts of the Settlement in favor of the 
Inaiaos. 

Fourth.— Are the Indians (many being advanced in years) entitled to 
- damages for the injury they, have sustained f 

If any record of ^r Basil Kei.th's instructions, which accompanied thp 
Proclamation, can be found, his Excellency General Conran will probably 
;a'liow me to be furnished with a copy, toother with apy other documents, 
'Which may throw light upon this interesting subject. 

The schooner Pompey^ by which I transijait this- Dispatch, will return 
immediately to Belize; and as, in consequence of the death of one of the 
old Mosauito Shore Settlers, a large body of these Indians are on the eve of 
bang disposed of, I very earnestly beg, if it is possible, to be favored with 
ihe {Mivice, of which I stand so greatly in need. 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. &ow 

fSigned) Geo. Arthur. 

P. S.— There is a very large family of poor Slaves, who were brouehjt up 
from the Mosquito Shore, on ilve evacuation, by the widow of a Mr.'WitHam 

• K 
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CtfyooB, geserliny kno^Q by the DM$e 9i Captain CdboOa. TImm peopk 
^ve.ever mawtaioed, that they were freed from Slavery by their Master 
previous to bla deatli^aild that the mamiiiussion of their, grandmother! 
named Rose or Rosetta, is on record in Jamuca. 

There are papers. which give the strongest appearance of truth to their 
statements, and the manumission will be most probably dated in thf year 
167d ; but it might not have been recorded lor ^ome years after. Is it po»f 
sible to trace wbether there is on record any manumission of Slaves by thke 
5i»id Mr. William Cahoon? . . , ^ 

(Signed) Ofio. AaTstrR. 

Wwh BulMh Esq. 4fe. ^c. ^u 

No. VI. 

I%e Magistrates cf Honduras to hit Majesty's Superintendent, Ucutenant" 

Colonel Arthur, 

Court^House^ Belize^ Honduras^ Jatuutt^Jth, 1833* • 

Sib, • > 

We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Otfa 

inst. enclosing your Proclamation, giving notice that a Board of Cornmis* 

sion^s will be constituted for the purpose of investigating into the* claims 

of the Indians and their descendants. 

In reply, we beg leave to inform you, tiiat we have directed tibe said- Pro^ 
clam'ation to be posted up in different ^arts of the Cown> for the informatM 
and guidance of thpse concerned. And we beg leave further to state^ that 
in our opinion no pei!W>ns need reiiise to serve gratuitously on such a busi*> 
ness ; but, should ezpence be unavoidable, we would prefer its being altoge*- 
ther defrayed by tbe^eUlement. 

We have the honor to be. Sir, 
... Your most obedient humltle;8ervants, . 

Geo. Gibsov, 

JOHK W. Wai^HT. 

Wm. G^njle. 
George jAxthWy Esq. (Jolonely his M^^ty's St^erintendent, 
Commandant, Sfc, SfC, S^c. 

No. VIL 

Colonel Arthur to the Magistrates of Honduras, naming Commissioners. 

Government-House, Belige, Qth January, 1892. 
Gestlembit, 
I beg to acquaint you that I have this ddy constituted a Board of Com- 
jnission, and appointed Major-Generai Pye, James iiyde, Esq. and John 
Coatquelvin, Esq. to be' his Majesty's Commissioners for the purpose of 
investigating into the claims, of those persons in the Settlement, who repre- 
sent themselves to be of Indian descent, and are consequently illegally held 
in a state of servitude. 

The Board, will open their Commission at the (!!ourt-Hou8e, on the morn- 
ing of Wednesday next, at ten o^dock, and, after the Members are duly 
sworn, will at once . proceed on the important business confided to their 
charge. . ' 

I have the honor to be, Gentlen^, 

Your most obedient hiunble servant, 

Geo. AnTHuir. 
The Magistrates, 4rc. 4'^. SfC. 



/■ 
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» 

Cofondl Arthftr*s Warrant to take the Indium from tkeir Proprietors, 

Honour ASf ss. ^ . 

By George Arthur, Esq. Coldnel, his Majesty's Superintendent 
i. « - and Coinmander in Chief of all his Majesty's Subjects aet^ 

tied in Honduras, &c. &c. &t. 
To A. H. Pye, Major*G^Beral in his Majesty's Toree^ Japnes Hyde, Esq* 
one of the Judges of the Supreme Cpurt, and John Coatquelvin, Esq. 
Major in his Majesty's Forces, and acting King's Advocate, his Majes- 
ty's Commissioners for investigating the descent of reputed Indians and 
their descendants. 
Wheeeas it appears by the representation you have made to me this day, 
touching the punishment which has been inflicted on -^ Bess Meighan/' a 
reputed Indian (held in Slavery by Clarissa Paslow, a mulatto woman, coha« 
biting with and living in the house of an inhabitant named Manfield William 
Bowen, commonly called Doctor Bowen), as well as by other complaints 
which have been personally made to me, that these reputed Indians are 
•lqp«fiad to much severe treatment by the prejudice excited against them in 
coDseiMBnce of your ii^estigation : 

Aaa. whereas it is my-boiuiden duty, during the inquiry of the Commis* 
sbners, to afford these poor people all the protection in my power, I do 
hereby authorise and require you,- in his Majesty's name, to take all the 
lepdtswli Indians under your especial charge^ and to afibrd them the like 
potection which they would enjoy^ in case writs of homne repkgtando had 
beenissued firom any of his Majesty's Courts at their suit; 

And you are hereby further empowered to investigate, inquire, and esa- 
mine on oath, into the complaints of these people, especiaHy mto that which 
is the subject of your representation, touching any ill usage they may have 
received from the persons who hold them in Slavery, or others, in order 
that you may fully report to me thereon. 

Given under, my Hand and Seal at the Government House, Belize, 
Honduras, this 32d day of January, 1822. 

(Signed) Gbo. Aethcr. 

No. IX. 

Commissioner/ Warrant to the Frovost^MarshaUGeneraL 

UONDUBAS, ss. 

By A. H, Pye, Esq. Major*General of his Majesty's Forces, 
. James Hyde, Esq. one of the Judges of the Supreme Court, 
^d John Coatquelvin, Esq. Msyor in his Majesty's Forces^ 
and acting King's Advocate, his Majesty's Commissioners 
tor investigating the descent of reputed Indians and their 
descendants, &c. &c. &c. 
To Richard Davies Bull, Esa. Provost-Marsbal^Geneniil' of this Settlement 
By virtue of the power ana authority vested in us by a lyarrant, issued by 
his Majesty's Superintendent this day, wherein we are authorised and re- 
quired to take, all the irep|ited' Indians under our especial charge, and to 
afford them the like prptection, which they would enjoy in case writs of 
homine replegiundo had been issued from any of his M^esty's Courts at their 

suit : 

These are therefore in his Majesty's name to require and command you 
to cari^y into.JTull f^ect the intent and iheaning of the said warrant to us 
issued, and that yo\i do inform the present possessor or possessors of al^ 
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reputed Indians, whose dainiB to freedom liave been laid before us, of the 

same, for their guidance. 

Gitr€fn under our Itands and Seals at Belize, in Honduras, this tSbd day 
of January* 1823. . . 

(Sigii^) A. H. Pye, Major^Oeneral, President, (Seal.) 

J AS. Htdk, (SeaL) 

J. CojiTQUELviN. (Seal.) 

By commaiid, 

(Signed) J as. A. CUrmicbabl, 

Clerk to tbe.Board of Indian Ci&ims. 

No. X. 

. . , • 1. • • < ■ ■ . . ■ ■ 

Cohmel Arthur , hit Majesty*s Superintendent^ to the Magfstratei, — Has 

Narrative'^ Indian Business, 

Gwemmeni'Hotise, "BeUte^ 88/A Janmryj tWti^ 
Gentlemen, 

At the Meeting held at the Government-House, on the 31st Denember 
laist, after laying before the Gentlemen assembled the opinion of theKhi|^ 
yVttorney-General at Jamaica, upon the subject of the claim of certaiD pett« 
troners, who asserted their right to freedom, on the grounds of their oeiog 
native Indians or the descendants of Indians, and having read m extnHtt 
from the Laws of Jamaica thereon, it seemed to be -unanimously admitted 
that such clahnants, if they proved their descent, could not be legally held 
in Slavery. With this understanding, in place of agitating the question in 
a Court of Law, I -suggested the appointment of Commissioners to invest!^ , 
gate into the descent of the reputed Indians, and to propose such reparation 
as they might consider these people entitled to for the mjtnry they had sus-^ 
tained ; declaring it was my intentidn, after receiving the Report of the 
Commissioners, notto compel either party to submit to their decision^ but 
to make it optional to accede thereto, or abide the consequence of proceed* 
inga l)«fore siVch tribunals as his Msyesty iu his pleasure might be pleased 
to establish. 

ThtH proposition being unanimously approved, on the 3d inst. I issued a 
Proclamation, declaring in general terms the freedom of the native Indians 
and their descendants, and on the 8th mst. a Board was constituted by 
Commission, to investigate the cla>m»of such individuals as asserted them- 
selves to be of Indian descent. . 

This arrangement I then believed (and am now confirmed in the suppo-* 
sitiony to be mo^t calculated to do justicp to the reputed' Indians, with the 
least possible prejudide to that part of the community, who might unknow- 
ingly hold suCn persons in Slavery; and although I foresaw that much irri- 
tation was alpiost unavoidable, as soon as the Indians should discover that 
their rights would be protected, I still depended that the personal responsi- 
bility of those, who had illegally held them in Slavery, would be sumcient 
to prevent any very violent proceedings. 

It was'i^itn deep'regtetl found myself disappointed in this expectation; 
in place of making 'dCie allowance for the situation and feelings of thiese 
much-injured people, such a spiHt of resentment has been manifested to- 
wards them in several instances, that I have been constrained, upon the 
representation of the Commissioners, to enlarge their powers for the protec* 
tion of the Indians, and they have very prudently placed them under the 
charge of the Provost- Marshad-General- 

This, Gentlemen, is the actual state of the case up to the present mo- 
ment, and, in place of any attempt to intimidate the Provost-Marsbal-Ge- 
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n€raV in the exeewtioir of his ^liity, I am persuaded it will bethe wMom. of 
all parties concerned quietly to acquiesce therein until the Commissionera 
have ooneluded and laid their report before me,, when' every ca9€L which can 
be adjusted here, will be referred to the persons interested for theur iiUowance 
or disallowance. I am induced to nuLka this full communication in the 
hope that the Bench will use its influence (and' much may certainly be done 
by .explanation and persuasion) to prevent unnecessary irritation. At the 
same time I nhist frankly declare, that I have takenMhe fixed determination 
to allow no compromise or accommodation on behalf of tlios^ who shall ex- 
cite further commotion ) but^ placing the Indians under thd |p>tection of 
the Provost-^arshal-General, I shall^ by the earliest opporttmtty, refer idl 
such cases to his Majesty's Government^ praying that a mamdanna from the 
Court of King's Bench may be issued to remove stich parties to England 
for trial at the suit of the Indians^ 

The present excitement appears to me to be founded in tbe very iiyurious 
and erroneous notion^ entertained upon this important question by the par- 
ties who hold the Indians in Slavery i they seem to consider that.their inte- 
feat and their ^convenience are the^primary objects to be consulted ; whereas, 
by every unprejudiced mind, any loss they n|ay sustain, or anv privation 
they may endure, must be regarded as a very secondary consiaeration, ia 
compariium to the <lver«ruliog necessity of doing justice to the iiyured and * 
ilegcsided Indians. 

I have the hoaor to be, Grentlemen, . 

Your obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) Geo. Arthur. 

■' • - ■ ■ ^ . ■ -No. XI. ■ • • • 

The Magiitratd' to Colonel Arthur. 
'^ '■ ' ■ ' Court'Housey BelUie, Honduras, Te^ruary Bth, 1882. ' 

Sir, 
We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter, of date the' 
28th ult., being a narrative of your proceedings in asserting the claims of ' 
Indians, and the descendants of Indians, to tneir freedom. In reply, we 
solicit you will cause to be laid before us for our guidance all the documents 
on which the Attorney- General of Jamaica has grounded his opinion. 

We have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your mosft obedient humble servants, 
' John W. Wrjght. D. Wilsov. 

Edward MEioHAKt Thos. Iles, 

Thos. Frain. * 

Geo. Arthur, Esq, Cohmel^his Majesty s Superintendent, 
Commandant, Sfc, Sfc, 4'C. 

No. XII. 
At a Mjseting assembled at the Government-House, Beliu, Honduras, on 

Monday the ilth of February, 1822 : 
Present : — His Majesty's Superintendent 
Major-General Pye, The Rev. John Armstrong, 

James. Hyde, ' "N /^William Maskall, 

Thomas lies, / ;* % William S. Eve, 

David Betson, f § 1 R. D. Boll, 

Browne Willis, Vs < William U^her, 

John S. August, ( ? iThomas Pickstock, 

John Coatquelvin, % ^ r lUchard Ward, 

Archd. Colquhoun, J V, George Sproat. • 

James Alexander Carmichael, Assistant Keeper of Re-i 
cords,' ais Clefk to the Meeting. 
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His Msjcsifs SuperiBtcnclent then addresHsed the MMtisg &t fellows s 

** In tbeibllowiDg Lettflr,- whkb I addressed to the Magistrates on the 
S8th ulCi, I have detailed niy proceediogs resnecting the clainis of the reputed 
Indians, and their descendants^up t» that oate,'' 

For Letter^ tee No. X. in tii$ AppencUs. 

^ In addition to the observations contained in this Letter, it escaped am 
to remark, that after hanring suggested the appointment of Commissioners^ 
1 proposed your taking some little time to consider the measure, and tliat 
the Meeting might be again convened in the course of a few days.- 

** This precaution, you will recollect, was deemed unnecessary; and I am 
persUadcQ it was a^ that time the deliberate judgment of the Meeting that 
the Attbrney-Generars opinion was so dear sud decisive, that any legal 
prosecution ia behalf 6f the Indians should by all means, if possible^ be 
avoided. •. 

'< Thus much I have thought it necessary to premise before I enferupoa 
the Report of the Commissioners, because, on a perusal of it, I find that 
pretensions have been since set up to establish the right of holding these 
Indians in Slavery, which certainly were not thought of at the Meetmg^. 

** lam not weighing the strength of. these pretensions, nor am Iii}ttestioii^ 
ing the propriety of any individuals subsequently bringing forward argu- 
ments, which did not .present themselves to his mind, or more probably did. 
not come within his knowledge, at the Meeting of the 31st of December t 
My only desire is, that it should be strictly borne in remembrance how the 
question stood on that day, as it was the foundation on which I have since 
proceeded. 

'*. The Clerk of- the Board of Commissioners will not read the Report of 
the Commissioners. 

Report read: See thUAppendiai, No, XXIL 

''Siicb, Gentlemen, is the deliberate judgment which the Commission 
nets, on their oath, have formed upon this important case ; and I cannot 
avoid this public opportunity of expressing the ereat obligation I feel for the 
compreheissive view they have afforded me of this very mterestin^ subject; 
and of bearing my testimony to the strict intejgrity of principle, which is ap- 
parent throughout the whole of their proceedmgs, as well towards the poor 
Indiai^ as U^eir asserted proprietors. 

** As I stated at the former Meeting, I shall not tak§ upon myself to give 
freedom to one single Indjan ; but the temporary protection, which I have 
been constrained to k£brd them, must now be continued until their fate is 
finally determined ; and it appears to me so just, and so reasonable, and so^ 
equitable, that this protection should be afforded them, (and which you must 
be ^osible would be extended to them by every Court of Law iU the West 
Indies), that with a perfect knowledge of its having excited much dissatis- 
faction, I cannot t^esitate one moment in taking alithe responsibility upon 
myself. But, having done thus much in bel^uf of the Indians, I am very 
far from being desirous to. burry the proprietors to any hasty decision ; if, 
either to gain further information, to obtain legal advice, to search the Re- 
cords here or at Jamaica, or, as I have understood some are desirous of 
doing, to petition his Majesty's .Giovernment, more time is desired, all that 
is reasonable w^ be fully and readily allowed -, and the petition, I do assure 
you, I will most cheerfully forward, even though it contains a representation 
ofyour alleged grievances op my having taken these people from under 
your coiHreT; .for I can most truly and consdentiou^y affirm it is my sin- 
cere desire,' as I have expressed: in the main article of the instructions to the 



APPENDIX 79 

CommUsunieiii, to dojastioe to the PetitioDers' with the least pesnble ii^ury 
to the inhabitaots. ^ > . 

^^:There are cases which admit of no arrangement but the decision of a 
Court of Law ; but eincereljr advising yoo, generally and dispassionately^ to 
weigh the consequences of legal prosecutions^ it now only remains forme 
to propose (aereeably to my original declaration) to the decision of the par* 
ties concerned, as well the Indians as their asserted owners, whether they 
will acquiesce or not in the Report of the Oommissionersy which fully Sub* 
stantiates, with the exception of one family, the Indian descent of all the 
Petitioners who have appeared before them r and it most be remembered, 
that of this descent you -cannot plead ignorance from this day.*^ 

After much conversation, his Majesty's Superintendent stated, ** that he was 
sorry to perceive that transmitting the whole of the documents to his Ma^ 
jesty's Government was the only alternative ', but begged all the parties cooi- 
cerned to understand, that if they had any petition or case which they d^ 
sired to transmit, he would be most ready to forward it with the Report of 
the Commissioners.'* 

No. XIII. 

Egirnt of a Letter from Colonel Arthur to Earl Bathunty K» G., dattli 
Oovemment fibasf, BelixCf HonduroB, February U8thy 1823. 

The dispatch, which I did myself the honor to address to your Lordship 
on the 10th of January last, will have iuformed your Lordship, that a num- 
ber of j>ersons had petitioned in this Colony, representing themselves to be 
Indians br descendants of Indians ; that his Majestyfs Attorney-General at 
Jamaica had given his unqualified opinion, that these people could not be 
held in Slavery ; that from some difficulties it was not possible to follow any 
mode of proceeding by Law ; and that, therefore, at the most respectable 
general Meeting it was in my power to convene, { had proposed the inves- 
tigation of the descent of these petitioners by Commissioners, who s|iould 
also be empowered to award reasonable reparation for the injuiy they faa^ 
sustained, which proposition having met the unanimous concurrience of the 
Meeting, Major-General Pye, James Hyde, and John Coatque'lvin^ Esqrs; 
had been appointed Commissioners. 

It is now my duty to report, that the Board opened their Commission an4 
proceeded to business the 9th of January, and matters went oh in a satisfac- 
tory manner for some days, wtien it was discovered by some of the asserted 
Proprietors, that a law had been passed, by the Legislature of Jamaica, in 
the year 1741, upon the subject of enslaved IndianSyXy a provision of which 
Act, although the practice was strongly reprobated and strictly prohibited^ 
the Owners of such Indians, were continued in possession of their proper^, 
and were only required to register their Indian Slaves. 

It was insisted, therefore, that a partial registry of Indians, which took 
place upon the Mosquito Shore in the year 1777, equally justified the Bri- 
tish subjects settled there in rets^ining such property; and that the Petitio- 
ners, who now claim their freedom, must for the most part have been the 
Indians then registered^ or their descendants ; or that at 'least it was for them 
to prove the negative. ^ 

^ This discovery was no sooner made, and the inference drawn from it pro- 
mulgated, than much excitement manifested itself-amongst the Proprietors, 
who, considering they had now found plausible grounds, on which they might 
make a stand for hofdiDg the Indians in Slavery, suddenly changed the opi- 
they had fornied at the Meeting on the 31st of December, and seemed to 
entertain a very general determination not to give up the reputed Indians, 
however clearly thieir descent might be pvoved.' The poor Petitioners in 
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maoy cases sqon experieiited the sad effects of this aheration of sentiment, 
and one instance of inhumanity and severity so greatly excited the cotnoit- 
seration of the Board of Commissioners, that they made it the subject of a 
abecial examination and re]H>rt, submitting at the same time that theautho* 
nty, vrith which they were invested, was not adequate to the effectual pro- 
tection of the reputed Indians. After an interview and consultation With 
the Commissioners, I issued a warrant, enlarging their powers, ^o as to 
enable them to afiford tliesepoor oeople the same protection, as they would 
enjoy in case writs of homine reptegiando had been issued at their suits from 
ant of his Miyesty's Courts. 

The Board having closed its Report on Friday the 8th, I requested the 
Magistrates to summons for Monday'the 11th inst. the Meeting, which had 
been before convened, and beg to lay before your Lordship copy of the mi- 
nute of the proceedings, the result of whichf your Lordship will perceive^ 
bais left me no alternative, but submitting the Report of the Commissioners, 
with the Appendix, for the consideration and decision of his Majesty's Go- 
vernment. Wholly disregarding the arbitration of the Commissioners, the 
general determination is not to give up the Indians, whose descent, with the 
exception of one family, has been clearly proved, but by compulsion ! 

,No other plea was offered at the Meeting for this determination but. the 
Act of 1741, which, whilst it branded the practice of enslaving the poot In- 
dians as ^* unfair, barbarous, and pernicious," most unaccounUibly adisiitted 
a clause, dooming the wretched beings, who alrea(fy had been torn from the 
Imsom of their families, and introduced into Jamaica, to the misery of SIbt 
very ; and it is within this extraordinary provision of the Act that the pro- 
prietors now entrench themselves. 

Unacqqainted with all the circumstances, under which this Act of 1741 
was passed, it may be harsh to stigmatise it as a disgrace to the Statute^Book 
of Jamaica ; but it appears most preposterous to contend that it ever could 
huve any force upon the Continent of America, much less that any provi- 
sion it contains can convey a right to the servitude of those Indians and 
their descendants, who were registered on the Mosquito Shore thirty-six 
jrears after the Act was passed. The authority of the Legislature of Jamaica 
indeed never extended over that Colony ; it was subject only to the control 
of the Governor^ who, it is most clearly substantiated by the document 
comprehended in the Report, repeatedly sent down Orders and Proclama- 
tions, strictly prohibiting the enslaving of lodiaiis. The instructions also 
recited in the Report, which were sent out by his Majesty's Government, 
breathe nothing but kindness and humanity towards the poor Indians, and 
uniformly manifest the mgst tender concern to secure the mildest treatment 
towards this inoffensive race of men ; in place of which, b^ the affidavit of 
some of the most respectable evidences, your Lordship will observe, these 
poor Indians were hunted down in all quarters, and absolutely smoked out 
of the holes and caves, in whidi they had taken refuge from their rapa- 
cious and merciless pursuers. * 

But the whole subject, my Lord, is so deeply considered in the Report of 
the Commissioners, that it is unnecessar^r for me to pursue it to any greater 
lensth. Every argument, which it was in my power to advance, I strenu- 
ously urged at the Meeting, to induce the parties concerned to submit to the 
arbitration of the Commissioners. 

The protection which I have from necessity caused to be extended to' the 
poor Indians, by placing them under the care of the Provost-Marshal- Gene- 
ral, although in strict conformity to the proceeding of the Council of Pro- 
tection in Jamaica (being deemed exceedingly arbitrary), has givep great 

* On this Letter sec Defence, pages 38 and 54. 
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•fbocf^M^ stfong pieafiufos are jthre^tened to be pursued »gaii»t me itn- 
liie(liiue^ on my arrival ia England; biit; even.if^frphi the ^pgrenensioii'of 
fKBCflfMaial consequences, 1 cpuld now wis^ fo abandon tbese poor peopjle at 
tuich a mo^ent^I have gone too far to retract; and it aloe e remajins'for me 
|o ^ul^mit the case tu tt^e wisdom of his Majest^'a Government,, in the con- 
fident hope>it will be coqsidered that I Iiave done nothing niore than iq^ 
duty ; aod Ihat eome authority will be constituted with ample powers, to 
fiOiapcipate tliese poiur India]^)jB from Slavery, and to award them just and- 
liberal reparation for the injury tbey .have sustained. 

I have, &e, 
(Signed) Geo. Arthur, 

Colonel, Superintendent and Commandants 

XIV. 

iSir Basil Keith to the Inhabitants of the Mosquito Shore, 

29th Decembery 1775* 

Gentlemen, . . : *. 

Captain Hodgson, the Superintendent, being ordered to go to England ta 
lay before his Majesty information of the st and curidition of the Settle- 
ment upon the M quito Shore, aud of the sev 1 matters t which the 
complaints against h ref ,.1 have, in consequence of the Kin^>. Co 
i , signified to nie by the Earl of Dartmo . of his Mi^tj^s 

Principal Secretaries State, in his Letter of the 3d August last, appointed 
ioihn Fergusson, Esq. a Gentleman, in whose judgment and discretion I can 
rely, to superintend the Settlement in the absence of Captain Hodgsonyor 
until his Msyesty's further pleasure be known. . 1 

With the advice and assistance of his Majesty ^s Councilt^here, I have fur 
Mr. Fergusson with Instr trust will be pro- 

ductive of the Settlement, as in f 

. m have been actuated by the most earnest des to make you 

partakers of every blessing attend g our happy Constitution. 

These instructions will be submitted to the consideration of his Majesty 
and his Ministers in the mean tim&; I hope they will er with a 

Proclamation, drawn up in directed by Lord Dartmouth's Letter,, 

hich Mr. Fergusson •will directly issue at least tQ restore order and 

tranauillity your Settlement, the prosperity of which will ever afford 

9ie the greatest satisfaction. - 

I am, Gentlemen, 
*"■'■'■■ Your most obedient humble strt^aot, 

Basil Keitb. 
cm HIS MAJESTY'S SERVICE. 
' Inhajbitants at Black-River^ ko Shorei 

XV. 

JamaicOf^Olh DeoMter, 1775« 

SibJ 
I take the first opportunity, of tradsnritting you the Earl of Dartmouth's 
JLetter of the 2d of August, wbiclTTfiH, be. delivered to.you by Mr. Fergusson, 
the Gentleman I have api)ointed,*agreeablc| to his Majesty's pleasure, signi- 
fied to me by his Lordship'shJLett^r oTthe sJEime date, ^o superintend the Set- 
'tloment upon the Mosquito Shore, 'during your absence, or until his Majes- 
ty's farther pleastire be known. 
I will be obliged to you for sUny information you give Mr* Fergussoa- 

■ L 



/ 



i 



8ft A^ENDilK 

lelative to the Superibtencleiicyy and shall be extremely. |;rateili^forevef^ 
kindness and civihty^you-^hew him, as he is a person vin whose weHaie 
I am much interested. He mll^ I am sure, be happy to be of use or Mrvice 
to you in your absence. 

Your last Dispatch to the Secretary of State shall be forwarded by the 
next Packet. It came to my hands two days after the last one sailed. 

In your Letter to Lord Dartmouth, you seem anxiously to wish to have 
leave to make a voyage to England. I hope it will be a pleasant one^ and 
productive of the best consequences to you. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) Basil Keith. 

Rolfert Hodgionf Esq, 

No. XVI. 

Whitehall^ ^d August^ 1775. 
Sir, 
Having laid before the King a State of his Majesty's Affairs upon the 
Mosquito Shore, and also the Complaints exhibited against you, with your 
answer thereto, I am commanded to signify to you his Majesty's pleasure, 
that you do immediately return to England, in order to lay before his 
Majesty such information of the state and condition of the Settlement on 
that Shore, and of the several matters to which the complaints against you 
i^er, sks may enable his Majestv to take such steps and make such arrange* 
inentS'in regard thereto, as sbau be adjudged necessary. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) Dartmouth. 

Robert Hodgson, Esq. 

No. XVII. 

Sir Basil Keithh Proclaimation. 
Jamaica, ss. 

BY THE KING.— A PROCLAMATION. 

Recorded hy Order of John Fergusson^ £sq. Superintendent of the 

Mosquito Shore. 

Whereas many of our Subjects at Blaek-River, on the Mosquito Shore, 
i&isled by ill-designing people, and forgetting the allegiance which they 
owe to us, have lately presumed to form and establish a Constitution of 
Civil Government among themselves^ and to elect Officers and Magistrates 
for the Administration ofthe same, without any powers or authority derived 
from us for that purpose, which proceedings are against our Peace, Crown, 
and Dignity : 

V. And whereas many of our said Subjects, through an ungoverned and 
insatiable desire of lawless gain, have made Slaves of several Native 
Indians of the said Shore, or the parts a^acent, and shipped them off, for 
sale, in violation of the common feelings and rights of huqpatiity, and also 
of the obvious principles of sound policy : To the end, therefore, that none 
of our Subjects may, for the future,, violate their duty in the particulars 
jibove-recited. We have thought fit to issue this our Royal Proclamation, 
hereby declaring our just displeasure at such insults offered to our 
Authority, and that all such proceedings are acts of usurpation against our 



Hoyal Prerogative, aod against the personal rights of the said Native 
Indiaos, and hereby strictly forbidding all our loyal Subjects on the said 
Mosquito Shore to offend in the like instances, under the pains and penal* 
lies that will fall thereon. 

Witnites his £]iceliency Sir Basil Keith, Knight, Captain-General and 
Governor in Chief of our said Island of Jamaica».and other territories 
thereon depending in Amerlpa, Chancellor and Vice-^Admiral of the 
same,: at Saint Jago de la Vega, the twenty-ninth day of December^ 
in the sixteenth year of our Reign, Annoq» Domini one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-fivct 

Basil Keith. 
By his Excellency's C^ommand, 

Richard Lewing, Sec. 

(SEAL.) 

GOD SAVE THE KING. 

No. XVIII. 

Extract from the Instmctions delivered to John Fergussorif Esq, by Sir Basil 

Keithf Governor ofJamaka* 

Jamaica, ss. L. S. ^ 

Instructions for John Fergusson, Esquire, appointed by me to superintend 

the Affairs of the Mosquito Shore during the absence of Captain Hodgson, 
., or until his Majesty's further pleasure be known, agreeable to the King's 

Command, signified to me by the Right Honorable the Earl of Dart«A 

mouth, one of his Majesty's Principsd Secretaries of State, in his Letter 

of the 2d August, 1775. 

*' 1. In consequence of the authorities given to you, as the King's Super^^ 
intendentoh the Mosquito Shore, which is subject only to the controul of the 
Governor or Commander in Chief of Jamaica, you are to proceed, by the 
first opportunity, to that Settlement ; and, upon your arrival there, you are 
to deliver the Earl of Dartmouth's letter to Captain Hodgson, bv which his 
Majesty orders him immediately to return to England : You will then take 
upon you the charge of the Superintendent, and forthwith issue and pub- 
lish the Proclamation herewith given you, which is drawn in the tenns 
directed by the Earl of Dartmouui's Letter to me» of the. 2d of February, 
1775. 

'' 2. You are to lose no time in issuing a Writ for the Election of twelve 
Members to compose a Council, at Black-River, on the Mosquito Shore : 
And in order that the said Election may be similar to those in this Island, 
you are furnished with Writs out of the Court of Chancery, properly attested 
by me, and directed to the person appointed to execute the same, who 
has powers granted to him for the express purpose of making the Election 
mpre regular. 

'' 8. You are to take care that the Election be carried on by the Poll, and 
the Return made by Indenture between the above-mentioned Officers and 
the Electors, in the same manner «s Writs of Election for Members to 
serve in the Assembly of this Island. 

'^4. When the Return, is made to you, you are to administer to each 
Member returned the several Oaths directed to be taken by Act of* Par- 
liament. 

V " 6. You are to be President of the Council, but are only to -have a cast- 
ing voice in case of an equal division of opinion in the Council, either to 
make Regulations or determine Appeals; 
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<< 6. you are emppwered to suspend the Council, sending Jf our reasdtis 
for so doing to the Goviernor or Commander in Chief of Jamaica ; who, if 
lie approves of such reasons, may order you to dissolve the said CbunciL 
and ibsue a new Writ for electing another. And, in case he disapproves or 
the reasons so transmitted by you, he may order you to take off sucn suspen- 
sion ; but you are not in any wise empowered to suspend one or any Member 
of the Council less than the whole. 

** 7. You are to take care that no Indented Servant, Indian, Mulatto, 
Negro, or any one of mixed blood, shall sit in the Council, or have any 
Vote for electing the Members to serve therein, nor shall hold or enjuy any 
Commission whatsoever, either Civil or Military, or be Jurors ; and that 
every Member of the said Council shall be a Freeholder, or an Independent 
Man of Property. 

*' 8. You are to observe, that no less than seven Members, besides the 
President, shall constitute a Board to proceed to business. 

" 9. This Council shalFhave power to make Regulations for the interna! 
Police of the Settlement ; such Regulations to be in force till rejected by 
the Governor or Commander in Chief of Jamaica*^ 

No. XIX. 

' Froelamatian of John Fergustdn^ E$q, his Majest^s Superintendenij 

. Mosquito Sh&re. 

ys • Recorded by Order of John Fergussotif Esq. Superintendeni of the 

Mosquito Shore, 

Mosquito Shore, ss. 

(sEAX.) By John Fergusson, Esq. Superintendent of the Mosqtiito 

Shore. 

Whereas the Inhabitants of this Settlement are empowered to elect from 

among themselves tW^ve Members, whereof to compose a Council for the 

Regulation of the said Settlement: These are therefore to require that all 

the White Inhabitants, thereunto belonging, will assemble at the Public 

Building on Black'-River Bank^ on the first day of March next ensuing the 

date hereof, then and there to proceed to a fair and unbiassed Election. 

Given under my Hand and Seal at Arms, at Black-River, on the said 

Shore, thi9 twenty-sei>ond day of January, in the sixteenth year of 

his Majesty^s Reign, Anno^iue Domini one thousand seven hundred 

and seventy-six. 

JoBN Ferousson. 
By the Superintendent's Command, 

James Usher, Sec. 

No. XX. 

An Act of the Superintendent and Council of the Mosquito Shore^ 

relative to Indians, ' 

An Act for Recovering and Extending the Trade with the Indian Tribes, 
and preventing for the future some evil practices formerly committed in. 
that Trade. — Passed the 29^ day of August, 1770. 

Whereas great advanta^s might be derived to his Majesty's Subjects in 
general, and more particularly to the Inhabitants of this Colony, if a gocid 
Correspondence and open Commerce were established betweeoi them and 
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the Indians : And whereas the evil practices of several Traders, who have 
frequebtly taken Indians from their Settlements clandestinely, and have 
also encouraged the Mosquito Indians to commit the like practices, and 
sold them for Slaves in this Country and many other parts, have occasioned 
many of the Indian Tribes, with whom his Majesty's Subjects held a friendly 
intercourse, and carried on a beneficial Trade, particularly the Woolwas 
and Cookaras to withdraw their friendship from his Msyesty's Subjects, and 
to enter into an alliance and friendship with the Spaniards, and have not 
only discouraged those Tribes from continuing, but many others of the In- 
dians (it may be presumed) from engaging, in any Commerce with us : 
In order, therefore, to prevent for the' future such unfair, barbarous, and 
pernicious practices, and to remove the ill effects of those already commits 
ted, By virtue of the Power and Authority to us given by his Majesty's G<^ 
vernor of the Island of Jamaica, We, the Superintendent and Council of the 
Mosquito Shore, do hereby enact, and be it therefore enacted by the autho* 
tity aforesaid, That all Indians, who shall be offered for sale in any part 
of this Colony, from and after the twent^y-second day of October, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, shall be free 
to all intents and purposes, as any other Aliens or Foreigners are, and that 
all sales made in this Colony to any person or persons residing, or that shall 
reside or belong to this Colony, of any Indian or Indians, from and after 
the twenty-second day of October, in the said year one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-six, shall be absolutely null and .void; and that if any 
person or persons shall, from and after the said twenty-second day of 
October, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy* 
six, sell or buy any Indian or Indians, every such person- or persons shall J 
forfeit, for every such offence, the sum of fifty pounds, Jamaica Currency, 
to be recovered on conviction before any two Magistrates in this Colony, ' 
one moiety whereof shall be to the informer, or him or thetn who ^ball 
SjUe for the same, and the other moiety to the use of this Colony. 

2d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all Owners 
9f Indian Slaves in this Colony, their Agents'^of Attornies, shall, on or 
before the first day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-seven, give in the Names and Sexes of all Indians,* 
which belong to them respectively, to any Magistrate, to be by him trans- 
mitted to the Secretary of this Colony to be registered in this Office, and 
tha^ all and every Indian or Indians, whose Name or Naraes^ Sex or Sexes, 
shall not be given in as aforesaid, shall be free to all intents and purposes. 

3d. Provided always, and it is the true intent and meaning of this Act, 
That all and every person or persons, who is or are already seized of any 
Indian Slave or Slaves, shall have power to sell, and otherwise dispose of, 
all and every such Indian or Indians in as fall and ample manner as he 
or they might have done before the making of this Act. 

Passed the Council, this 29d day of August, 1770. 

John Barry, Clerk of the CounciL 

No. XXI. 

The Council and Magistrates of the Mosquito Shore to Sir Basil Keith. 

Mat it ase r Excellency, 
We, the Council and Magistra of the Mosquito Shore, for ourselves 
and in behalf of the other Inhabitants, beg leav by this opportunity to ac- 
knowledge having received your Excellency's Letter, directed to the princi- 
pal Inhabitants of this Colony, by John Fergusson, Esquire, our present 
Superintendent ; and permit us to assure your Excellency, that we retain in 
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our mrods the roost grateful sense of your Excellency's gqodness in be8to#» 
ing so liiuch care and attention upon the concerns of this infant Colony^ 
particularly by appointing Mr. Fergusson to succeed Mr. Uodgsoo, wfad, by 
his illegal and unconstitutional proceedings siike his arrival here as Super-^ 
intendeot, has drawn upon himself the contempt tL - indignation of all the 
Inh itants Settlement, and we flat when your 

Excellency our conduct has been repre d by S 

Hodgson to Lord Dartm uth, late Secretary for American affairs, that 
you will use your interest to prevent his ever returning to this country in 
any public capacity whatever. 

At present we have the fairest prospect of enjoying iuternal peace aiid 
quiet, in consequence of the harmony and good understanding which sub- 
sists between Mr. Fergusson, the present Superintendent, and his Majesty's 
loyal Subjeittts settled here; and we shall esteem his continuance amongst 
us in that character as a singular happiness. With respect to what hath 
happened relative to the Colony, since Mr. Fergusson's arrival here, we 
lea^e entirely to him, who will no doubt acquaint your Excellency with 
eirery material occurrence since that period ; but, before we> conclude, we 
cannot in^ your Excellency, that we rest 

most eheerfiilly obey his Majesty's co ands that may be trana ed 't» 
tis by your Excellency, or any other of his Majesty's Governors; and, so 
^ are we from wishing to Uve in the lawless manner as represented by Mr. 
Hodgson, we now think ourselves particularly fortunate in having a re- 
gular form of Government established amongst us, which has in a great 
measu been the means of restoring that peace- and tranquillity we ha"^ 
^90 long been strangers to. 

We have the honor to be, 
With the greatest respect. 

Your Excellency's most obedient and most humble servants^ 

John Bourke* James Howe. 

John Lauhie. Philip Bogle. 

Dan. Hewlett. John Orrett. 

^ William Reid. Joshua Stoddart. 
John Gallen. 

ON HIS MAJESTY'S SERVICE. 



To His Estcellency Sir Basil Keith, Governor y'\ 
Commander in Chiefs Sfc, Sfc, SfC, of his > 
Mqjegty*s Island of Jamaica, j 

Black-River; Motqm ^(Hh April, VT 
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The Report of Cdlonel Arthur's Commiiiioners, 

the Board of Commissioners, appointed by virtue of a Warrant and 
Commission of his Majesty's Superintendent at Honduras, dated the 8tli 
<|ay of January, 1822, to investigate and inquire into the Petitions of such 
persons as claim their freedom from their being native Indians of this 
Continent, or their descendants, having met from time to time, and re- 
ceived all the information and evidence, which tjbey could collect by tes- 
timony upon oath, by such of the Records of the Mosquito Shore as have 
been preserved, and by all other means in their power, have agreed upon 
the following Report : ^ 

Before they enter immediately upon their task, the Board deem it pro- 
fer to premise two things — 

The first is, that the Records of the Mosquito Shore, which have been 
preserved in the Record-Office of this Settlement, are in a very mutilated 
-condition ; that it appears probable a part of them may have been sent to 
Jamaica, and consequently that considerable additional information might 
be obtained, if deemed necessary, by inquiry at the proper offices of that 
Island. 

^ The second is, that, in consequence of the great length of time elapsed 
since the nefarious practice of enslaving the Indians in the neighbourhood 
of the Mosquito Shore has been, abrogated,' the living witnesses, who per- 
iionally knew the native Indians, from whom have lineally descended the 
present claimants, are few in number, very old and infirm, and, being 
mostly Negroes, are illiterate, and unable to form a correct Idea of dates, 
or to answer any questions but as to matter of fact. Their evidence, how- 
ever, has appeared to the Board to have been given fairly and honestly, 
-and, as far as their knowledge goes, entirely to be depended upon. 

The establishment of the English upon the Mosquito Shore appears to 
have taken place at an early period : First by the Buccaneers, and after- 
wards by men employed in the contraband trade carried on between Ja- 
maica and the Spanish Main. 

As early as the year 1671 Sir Thomas Lynch, the Governor of Ja- 
maica, transmitted to King Charles the Second, in consequence of his 
Majesty's instructions, a full account of the right by which his Majesty's 
subjects were settled on thc^ Mosquito Shore, as well as of his Majesty's 
subjects settled on the Coast of Yucatan, as appears by a Report made in 
the year 1717 by the Board of Trade and Plantations. 

On the 31st of July, 1741,^ Colonel Edward Trelawny, then Governor of 
Jamaica, appointed Robert Hodgson and William Pitt, Esqrs. the for- 
mer Captain, and the latter Captain-Lieutenant, of all the Forces raised, 
or to be raised, within the Islands of Rattan, Bonares, and the Bay of 
Honduras, and, by his Warrant and Commission of the same date, did 
appoint tliose two Gentlemen Justices for the keeping of the peace within 
the said territories ; and authorizing them to hold Sessions for the trial 
'and punishment of murder, burglary, felonies, and all other ofifences com- 
mitted in the said territories.^ 

The English settled on the Mosquito Shore very early contracted an 
intimate acquaintance and connection with the Mosquito Indians, a na- 

* About 1776 or 1777. * Mosquito Shore Records. ^ Geo. II. 

in addition to his usual titles, is. called in that Commission, *' of Rattan, Bonacca, 
and the Honduras, Lord." 
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tion at that, time very populous, and of a warlike disposition. They 
boast of never having been Conquered by the Spaniards, and their at- 
tachment to the English Nation has been carried so far by means of the 
English Settlers, that, under the Government of the Duke of Albemarle 
over Jamaica, they made a formal cession of their territory to the Kih^ of 
Edgland, and .from that time it has been usual for their Kinga upon their 
accession to rejpan^ to Jamaica to rentier homage at the hands of the Go- 
vernor of that island. 

The Mosquito Indiiiins are a barbarous and cruel people. They are ie^ 
the lowest state of civiliaa[tiqn, and are under the most abject subjection 
to their King and Chiefs, a state directly opposed to that of all other In- 
dian nations, whose inhaibitants are a mild, timid, and peaceful race, and 
who appear 16 live under patriarchal government. 

The Mosquito Indians pay considerable attention to the raising of cat- 
tle, while the other Indian nations seem to subsist by hunting. Differ- 
ences so striking between nations of the same Continent, and divided by 
no inaccessible barriers, have given rise to a conjecture by no means im- 

Srobable, that their origin has been different ; abd this conjecture is con-, 
rmed by a current tradition, prevalent both among themselves and their 
neighbours, viz. that a ship, loaded with Negro men from Africa, was, al 
isome very remote period, wrecked upon the Mosquito Shore ; that those 
Negroes revolted, seized upon the tnale inhabitants of the sea-coast, and 
massacred them, and that, by intermixing with the Indian females, they 
bave altered the race and habits of that nation. This conjecture also, re- 
ceives a further confirmation from the Mosquito Indians themselves^ 
whose personal appearance strongly indicates this mixture of race between 
the Negro and the IndiaU. 

It may, therefore, be inferred, from what has been said, as well as from 
matter of fact, that the Mosquito Indians kept the other Indian iiationa 
around them in a state of subjection, several of whom paid, and still con<- 
tinue to pay, tribute to the Mosquito King. 

The English Settlers on the Mosquito Shore employed the Mosquito- 
Indians in fishing, collecting tortoiseshell, sarsaparilla, &c. &c. and paict 
them in Oznaburghs, knives, gunpowder, shot, iron pots, &c. It appeara. 
also that when these Mosquito Indians had made any inroads into the 
territories of their neighbours, and taken any of them prisoners, they found 
ready purchasers for them in the English, who paid for them in the same 
trifling articles ; and, indeed, it is highly probable that these poor ignorant 
Indians were instigated by their employers to make frequent incursioiif^ 
of this description, in order to kidnap and enslave the unhappy inhabitants, 
of the interior, although the Board is not fully authorized by the evidence 
before them to conclude positively that such was the case. It is, however, 
certain that the number of Indians so obtained must have been consider^ 
able, if) as Mrs. Robinson says in her evidence, that almost the whole of 
the labor of the Southern part of the Mosquito Shore was performed bjr 
the Indian Slaves. 

It is also highly probable that considerable numbers of these kidna{l^ 
ped Indians must have been sent to Jamaica by the English Settlers for 
sale in that island, and which caused the Act of the Legislature of Jamaica 
14 Geo. II. c. 6, to be passed, an Ai^ which, by its preamble and 
different clauses, is a disgrace to the SUtiote-Book of that Colony ; md 
so great is the alteration in the feeling of men in the Colonies^ that 
the Board feel convinced such an Act, at this period, would not 
find a single Member of the Assembly hardy enough to move, but 
which, even as it exists, is so far from being a ground of right to the 
English Settlers on the. Mosquito Shore to retain in Slavery the In- 
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dianSy ti'hoin they obtained in the manner already deseribcd, that it con- 
veys the greatest censure upon their cruel and iniquitous transactions. 
Besides, the Legislature of Jamaica neyer possessed any share in the 
Government of the Mosquito Shore, which, from the earliest time, was 
placed nnder the direction of the Governor and Council of that island 
only, and consequently the influence of the Act alluded to could not ex- 
tend beyond, the island itself: It could have no force upon the Mosquito 
Shore, and all sanction and confirmation thereof of the servitude of those 
Indians enslaved before 1741, derived from that Act, must be entirely void 
and groundless. 

In the year 1749 Captain Robert Hodgson was appointed the first Su- 
perintendent of the Mosquito Shore. 

The Letter of his Grace the Duke of Bedford, then his Majesty *s Prin-^ 
ctpal Secretary of State for the Home Department, to Governor Trelaw- 
ny, is too much to the purpose of this Report not to be inserted here at 
length. It is as follows : 
Sir, 

I have the satisfaction of being able to acquaint you that his Majesty 
has resolved to send Captain Hodgson to the Mosquito Shore, in order to 
regulate and superintend the Settlement there, and likewise to cultivate 
such an union and friendship with the Indians in those parts as may in- 
duce thiem to prefer his Majesty's alliance and protection to that of any 
other Power, which must, at all events, be of advantage to this nation, but 
especially in case of any rupture with, the Crown of Spain. 

On the death of Captain Hodgson, in the year 1758, Engineer Richard 
Jones was;commissioned by Henry Moore, Esq. then Lieutenant-Governor 
of Jamaica, to succeed him as Superintendent, who (remarks Mr. White, 
the Agent for the Mosquito Shore Settlers) kept the same line of duty as 
bis predecessor in cultivating the affection, friendship, and fidelity of the 
Indians. 

' In the year 1760 Governor Lyttleton, on his arrival in Jamaica, ap- 
pointed Captain Joseph Otway Superintendent on the Mosquito Shore, 
' ftnperseding Engineer Jones. This Gentleman (observes Mr. White again) 
hltariably pursued the same track of duty in attending to his Ministerial 
and political functions of keeping the Indians affectionately attached to 
the interests of England . 

In the year 1767 Robert Hodgson, Esq. the son of Captain Hodgson, the 
first Superintendent, was appointed to succeed Captain Otway, who died 
^rly in that year ; and in the Ministerial letter of Lord Hillsborough, his 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State, dated the 20th February, 1768, 
ai^uainting him witli that nomination, ho is directed to apply himself with 
lall seal and diligence, amongst other duties, to cultivate a strict union and 
Inendship with the Indians in those parts. 

In the year 1775 Mr. Hodgson was recalled by Lord Dartmouth, in 
consequence of complaints preferred against him by the Settlers, and Sir 
Basil Keith, then Governor of Jamaica, appointed John Fergusson, Esq. 
to act as his Majesty's Superintendent upon the Mosquito Shore for the 
time being, furnishing him with instructions for the better government of 
that Country, and ordered him on his arrival to publish a Proclamation, 
drawn up in the terms directed by the Earl of Dartmouth's letter to Sir 
Bftsil Keith, dated 2d August, 1775. 

On the 17th May, 1776, Captain Lawrie was appointed his Majesty's 
Superintendent by Lord George Germain, bis Migesty's Secretary of 
Stale ; and, as appears by his Lordship*s letter of instructions of that 
date to Captain Lawrie, one of his principal duties as Superintendent was 

M 
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to cnltivatea strict niiioii and friendship with the Indians in those 
parts. 

On the 29th day of Angast, 1770, Captain Lawrie arrived at Bkok-Riyer 
upon the Mosquito Shore, and took upon himself the Superintendency of 
the Settlement, according to his instrnctions from home, and the Commis- 
sion given him by Sir Basil Keith, dated the 19th of August, 1776. 

On the 28th of February, 1777, Sir Basil Keith wrote to Captain Lawrie 
as follows : 

*' As you will be answerable to the Ministry for your conduct on the 
Shore, it behoves you to prevent the perpetration of such horrid murders 
as have been committed by the Mosquito Men on the Wolwa Indians ; 
and you ought to exert yourself to the utmost to bring the offenders to 
justice, and thereby show the several Indian nations on the Shore in what 
abhorrence the English hold such villains, and how ready they are to 
punish them, and protect those, who are peaceable and friendly to us/' 

" My predecessors and myself have repeatedly sent down Orders, and 
issued Proclamations, against the making Slaves of any Indians. Last 
Sessions the Legislature of this island have, I trust, effectually struck the 
axe to the root of that mischief by passing a Law, a copy of which I en^ 
close for your particular information and guidance/' 

Captain Lawrie remained Superintendent until the evacuation of the 
Mosquito Shore in the year 1787, agreeably to the Convention Treaty with 
Spain of 1786. 

The Board have been thus particular in referring to and quoting the 
above extracts from the Records of the Mosquito Shore, in order to ena- 
ble his Majesty's Superintendent to judge bow far his Majesty's Govern* 
ment at home, or the Governors of Jamaica from the first moment of their 
assuming any authority or control over the Mosquito Shore, have been 
anxious to protect the native Indians, and to secure their friendship and 
union ; and also to judge whether that country has ever been considered 
an appendage of the Jamaica Legislature, or solely subject to the direc- 
tions of the Governor and Council of that Island; and, consequently^ 
whether the Act of 1741, (the I4th Geo, IL c, 6), already referred to, or 
any other Act explanatory thereof, can have any bearing whaterer upon 
the subject of Indian Slavery on the Mosquito Shore. 

The Board beg leave to observe, that they have found in the Mos* 
quite Shore Records a partial and imperfect Registry of Indians held in 
Slavery in that country, made in the year 1777 ; but though they have pe^ 
rased with the greatest attention the instructions of Sir Basil Keith to 
John Fergusson, Esq. in sending him to the Shore as Superintendent, Sir 
Basil Keith's Letter to the Council at Black-River, dated the 29th De- 
cember, 1775, and the Letter from that Board in answer thereto, together 
with their Minutes from their first formation to the evacuation of the 
Shore, so far at least as those Minutes have been preserved on the Re- 
cords, yet they have not been able to discover the least intimation by 
which they might judge in whom, and by whose authority, that measure 
originated : They think it proper, however, to remark, that Superintend 
dents Fergusson and Lawrie's Letters to Sir Basil Keith, reporting to him 
their arrival, and what measures they had adopted to carry into execution 
his instructions and Proclamations, do not appear upon the Records, and 
the Board consider it very likely that this correspondence might throw 
considerable light upon the transaction ; but it is not at all probable that 
it would strengthen and support in the smallest degree the argument of 
those Gentlemen who have appeared before them ; and who^ with a view 
to retain the Petitioners in Slavery, have assumed that an Aot, similar to 
that passed in Jamaica in the year 1741, must have been passed at the Mos- 
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^aila SlM»re in the year 1777; and which, as they further presume^ reoeifed 
the sanction and approval of bis Majesty's Govern nrent, or the Governor 
of Jamaica. This correspcHidence, however, may easily be procured if 
re|quired. . 

In reference to another objection advanced, the Board feel no diffioulty 
whatever in deciding that the demandi urged by some of the defendants, 
that the burthn of proof o( such an Act not having been passed, and that 
the ancestors of the Petitioners were not registered in Jamaica in the year 
1741, pursuant to the Act of that year, already alluded to, Uesonthe Pett- 
turners, is totally inadmissible, and entirely opposed to all justice and 
equity. 

■ The Board have examined with the greatest care the evidence adduced 
by the Petitioners who have appeared before them, in support of their 
claims to freedom, by proving their descent from native Indians ; and, as 
the result of their inquiries, they have annexed to this Report three dif- 
ferent Schedules* 

The Schedule marked (A.) includes the names of all those who have 
proved their lineal descent from native Indians to the satisfaction of the 
Board. 

The Schedule marked (B.) includes the names of a family, who, though 
they have not satisfactorily proved their descent, have left a strong impres- 
sion upon the mind of the Board that they may succeed in finding sufficient 
evidence in Jamaica, from whence tbeir ancestor, a Sambo woman, was 
brought to the Mosquito Shore. The Board have been very particular in 
their inquiries into this case, in order to enable the Law-Officer of the 
Crown in Jamaica to discover a sister of the Petitioners, and by her means 
to obtain better proof of their ancestor, who was brought from Jamaica, 
being descended from an Indian woman. 

' The Schedule marked (C.) includes the names (already inserted in the 
Schedule marked A.) of those against whom, though they have clearly 
proved their descent from native Indians, it is urged by the defendants 
that their ancestors were in a state of Slavery prior to the year 1741. 

The Board beg to observe, that in consequence of one of the Petition- 
mSf named Hector, having inserted in hi» petition the circumstance of his 
having been a soldier in the 6th West-India Regiment, from which he had 
been returned hy his Commanding Officer to bis former Owner, they 
have allowed Mr. John W. Wright, who claims him as his property, to 
adduce, and to enter into their Minutes, evidence tending to prove that 
the said Hector was a Runaway Slave at the time of his enlisting, although 
that enrolment took place in England ; but the Board deem it incumbent 
on them to declare, that they have not taken this part of the Petitioners' 
case under their consideration, conceiving it their duty to be entirely con- 
fined to the one object of ascertaining the lineal descent of the Petitioners, 
and which in this case has been most satisfactorily proved to be from In* 
diana of North- America* 

In reference to that part of his Majesty's Superintendent's warrant, 
which directs the Commissioners to assess damages in behalf of such of 
the Petitioners as shall satisfactorily prove their descent from the native 
Indians of the Mosquito Shore, the Board, having most maturely delibe- 
rated thereon, do feel no difficulty in declaring that such persons would be 
entitled to damages as could be proved to have been kept unjustly and 
knowingly in Slavery ; and therefore they have prepared and annexed to 
this Report a scale of remuneration, which in their judgment they deem 
would be a fair and equitable recompense. 

The Commissioners, however, notwithstanding this explicit declaration 
in farrorol the claims of the Indians, do feel themselves bound to declare. 
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that siieh ore the extoQUAtioff circamstaDceSiiitider which it appear84liejF 
ba^fe long been held in bondage, as greatly, if not entirely, to cxoalpate 
Kieir present possessors ; and, therefore, that it would be unjust, except 
in some few cases, wherein it might be both just and proper, to charge 
Upon them what might be considered as adequate and equitable indemnifi- 
cations. 

The following are some of the circumstances, which the Board deem it 
but just to state on behalf of the. present possessors of the Petitioners : 
. That, by the Records of the Mosquito Shore, it appears Indians were 
held and publicly registered in that country as Slaves, not only, by the 
Judges, the Magistrates, and the Settlers in general, but also by the Offi- 
cers representing his Majesty on the Shore, and whose very Commissions 
directed them to afford them all possible protection: and they were, 
moreover, openly levied upon and sold under the Writs of the Courts duly 
authorised. 

That since the removal of tie present Petitioners, or their parents, from 
the Mosquito Shore, upon the evacuation thereof in the year 1787, they, 
or some of them, have, as the Commissioners understand, petitioned every 
Superintendent in succession to assist and protect them in establishing 
their claims and recovering their freedo^ ; and that, with the exception 
of two cases only, which have come within the knowledge of the Board, 
they have invariably been referred to the Magistrates for the time being. 

The two cases alluded to were. 

First, that which occurred during the Superintendency of Colonel Ed- 
ward Marcus Despard, who actually released one family of Spanish tri- 
butary Indians ; and the other took place during the time of the last Su- 
perintendent, Colonel John Nugent Smyth, who, upon a Petition from a 
family of Indian extraction, instituted a process in the Court of the Set- 
tlement for the establishment and recovery of their freedom ; but the issue 
of the trial was, although the India\i descent of the family was both clearly 
proved and admitted, that the Jury, notwithstanding, returned a verdict 
which confirmed the Slavery of the parties. 

That it has been the constant practice of this country, as it was on the 
Mosquito Shore, to levy upon all Slaves, whether Indians or of Indian 
descent, under writs of execution for debt, and to sell them publicly in 
the presence of, and under the authority of, the Courts in all respects as 
Negro Slaves. 

That many of the Petitioners who have appeared before the Board, from 
their repeated admixtures with the African race, have so lost the appear- 
ance of their Indian origin as not to be distinguished from Negro Slaves ; ' 
and in many cases have been bought and sold as such, without the least 
suspicion to the contrary ; and the present possessors will now, many of 
them, necessarily become heavy sufferers in the loss of property, which 
they considered they legally held. 

Under, therefore, all the circumstances of the case, the Commissioners 
consider it would be unjust, in addition to the actual loss of property 
which many of them must sustain, to burthen the present possessors with 
damages and penalties for crimes, which did not originate with them, and 
for holding property, which until now, they have considered themselves 
entitled to, both under the Legal Authorities of the Mosquito Shore for 
nearly a century past, and of this country since the removal of the Set- 
tlers and their properties hither in the year 1787. 

In conclusion, the Board would, moreover, remark, that in consequence 
of the great length of time which the Petitioners have been considered as 
Slaves, they have passed through the hands of many persons, whose es- 
tates, as well as many of those of the importers of the Indians from the 
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Mosquito Shore, are either insolvent or without representatives ; and 
therefore that attempts to recover damages would not only ereate much 
paijifni and tedious litigation and re-action, but that, if the Petitioners 
should substantiate any claim to indemnification, the damages thereof 
must necessarily, in roost cases, fall upon the last purchasers, it being 
highly improbable that they could recover them from the holders prior to 
themselves, which the Board, upon the best of their judgment, have al- 
ready deemed unjust, and, more especially when the loss of the principal 
or purchase-money, which such persons will sustain, be taken into consi- 
deration. 

Finally, therefore, the Board conceive, that although, if the complain- 
ants -or Petitioners be free, their freedom is an inherent or unalienable 
right, of which no consideration can deprive them, yet, with respect to 
any damages which may be their due, their claims should only attach in 
equity unto those who have unjustly brought or held them in bondage ; 
and that, in the event of the estates of such persons being insolvent, un- 
represented, or extinct, the Petitioners* claim should be considered in the 
light ef private debts ; and consequently subject, like other debts, to tho 
contingency of insolvency. 

Court'Hotise, Belize, Honduras^ 
Sth February, 1822. 



AN ACCOUNT 



OF 

THE DESCENT MADE BY THE SPANIARDS 

ON 

THE SETTLEMENT OF HONDURAS 

IN THE YEAR 1798. 



[Mention having been made in the preceding pages of the good conduct 
of the Negroes of Honduras in resisting the attacl( of the Spaniards on 
that Settlement in the year 1798, the Printer of this *' Defence" cannot 
forego the pleasure he feels in extracting from the columns of the 
Royal Gazette of that year the account, which was then published, of 
this gallant affair; and, although it is without the knowlege and 
sanction of tlie Magistrates, he trusts that it will notwithstanding- meet 
with their approbation. He is the more induced to do this, from the 
consideration that this Book will fall into the hands of many who are 
unacquainted with the circumstances; and ho conceives that so ho- 
norable a testimony, not only to the gallantry of the small band of White 
Settlers, but alsp to the devotion and zeal of the Negroes in the defence 
of their Masters' lives and properties, ought to be rescued from oblivioD, 
and brought before the view of the Members of the Imperial Parliament, 
Lords and Commons, the People of Great-Britain, and their Fellow- 
Colonists in these climes.] 

KINGSTON, JAMAICA, Nov. 3, 1798. 

Capt. Edwards, of the sloop Happy Return, which arrived at Black- 
River on Saturday last from Honduras, with Dispatches for Lord Bal- 
carres, came to this town on Thursday, and brought with him Letters, 
containing accounts of an unsuccessful attack made by the Spaniards on 
our possession there, which our readers will find amply detailed below. 

Capt, Edwards arrived at Honduras from this island on the 12th ulL 
two days after the defeat of the enemy, who were still, however, upon the 
Coast ; but upon their perceiving an augmentation of the British force,, 
consisting of .the Happy Return, a ship, and two other vessels, together 
with the North seasons having set in, which rendered it less practicable 
for them to gain their own ports in case of defeat, should they risk another 
attack, they made oflf, and were dogged bv some of our craft to their 
posts on the coast. They afterwards visited Koy-Chappel, where the 
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Spaniards had rendezvoused, and foand it covered with graves ; but whe- 
ther they contained the bodies of those who fell in the attack, or of those 
who had fallen victims to the flux (which, some prisoners that were taken 
said, was raging amongst them,) could not be ascertained. Although fears 
are expressed by the Inhabitants of another attack, we are assured by 
Capt. Edwards, that at this time of the year nothing is to be feared from 
them. From the time of collecting the Spanish troops, and the putting in 
execution their intentions, desertion had been general, and the people had 
openly expressed their aversion to the expulsion of the British from Hon- 
duras. 

Capt. Edwards also, mentions the gallant conduct of Capt. Osmar, an 
Amerjcan, who had lost his vessel op a reef. W.ben th^ attack . was 
threatened, he solicited and obtained the command of a flat, and in a 
creek he' sustained at one time an action against five of the Spanish gun- 
boats, and at another time against seven, in both of which he succeeded 
in beating them off. 



Extract of a letter from Honduras^ dated the 20th September , 1798. 

'' Soota after the date of my last, it was discovered that the enemy 
meant to direct their first attack upon the Merlin, and in aid of her a 
flotilla of gun-boats, some of which mounted nine and others eighteen 
pounders, were hastily prepared, with which Capt. Moss took his station 
at St. George's Key, where the navigation suited his operations better 
than at Belize. On the dd inst. the enemy attempted to force a passage 
over the shoals, but was repulsed ; on the 6th a similar attempt was made, 
with equal disappointment; and on the 10th they came down with thirteen 
of the heaviest vessels, to attack our little fleet, by another and deeper 
channel : The Spaniards approached with spirit, and their appearance 
was confident. As soon as Capt. Moss thought them within reach of onr 
gun-boats, he made the signal to fire on the enemy, which was done with 
great effect. The contest was short ; for the Dons, unable to stand our fire, 
cut their cables and retreated in the utmost confusion, and four of them 
would have fallen into our hands had not the approach of night saved 
them. On the 15^, seven of the Campeachy vessels stole off, and were 
then supposed to have returned to that port, and the remainder, being 23, 
were seen standing to the Northward, supposed to be bound to Baocalar. 
This retreat gave us all much pleasure, and we expected a small relaxation 
from military duty ; but a scout-boat last night brought information that 
the enemy are again collecting at Bazil Jones's Channel, the same place 
where they were at the date of my last. We do not know the exact loss 
of the enemy, but it must have been considerable ; we did not lose a man. 
Capt. Moss gives credit to the spirit and conduct of our little fleet, which 
was manned by a very few white men, of little or no experience, the rest 
all negroes. 1 observe the exact state of the enemy's fleet, as collected at 
Cape Catouche, detailed in your Gazettes ; and it appears strange, if that 
account be credited, that no attention was paid to us, nor even a vessel 
sent to inquire whether we had fallen to so superior a force or not. The 
two frigates mentioned in that account approached no nearer than Corun* 
oel, from whence, we learui they returned to La Vera Cruz. I cannot 
conclude without observing, that if we do not soon receive further foroo 
' and supplies of all sorts from Jamaica, we must inevitably fall.'' 
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Extract of another Utter, dated Sept. 26, 1798. 

*' We have been for two months under arms and martial law, with a 
powerfal force of the enemy in onr neighbourhood ; several of their armed 
vessels were seen from our bouses many days cannonading our armied 
craft — this armament first were heard of on our coast, a little to the 
Northward, on the 18th of July. Their heaviest gun-boats and armed 
vessels came from Campeachy with a considerable number of troops. 
When the Yucatan forces under Captain-General O'Neil were ready, a 
junction was formed, and the whole approached near the Key-Chappel ; 
we had reason to suppose they intended to possess themselves of St. 
George's Key, and throw up works there to harass us at leisure. Onr 
first step, therefore^was to destroy all the houses on it ; we then armed 
^ve of our country sloops and schooners with 9 and 18 pounders in the 
prows and smaller guns in the waste, with seven of our logwood flats, 
secured with additional timbers, manned with 16 or 20 men each, and 
mounting a nine-pounder ; these were fitted and equipped as well as the 
shortness of the time would admit, and that small force, with the Merlin 
sloop of war, took their station in the channel at St. Goorge^s Key, in 
order to dispute that passage with the enemy : We knew it was the only 
way they could come to attack the town, without going round by sea to 
English Key ; and in attempting that, they would be seen by onr little 
fleet, who coirid have come in before them by the inside channel, except 
the Merlin, that must have followed them, and had an advantage af sea. 
In this station our craft remained in sight of, and very near to, the enemy's 
force for several days ; some of our vessels occasionally approached and 
eannonaded the enemy without receiving injury, or, I believe, doing much 
to then^ until Monday the 10th of this month, when several of their armed 
Tessels, under full sail, came forward very boldly to attack our little 
fleet; nine of their largest gun- vessels (mounting each two 24-pounders, 
besides smaller cannon,) commenced the engagement, and continued « 
Tery brisk and heavy cannonade for about an hour and a half— onr craft 
kept up a constant and well-directed fire during that \\me — from the tops 
of our houses those who remained there could see the smoke and fire — 
the atmosphere appeared in a blaze. The Merlin discharged several 
broadirides, and each of the guns in onr flats fired twenty-two shots ; our 
sloops and schooners were very active : it was at length clearly seen that 
the enemy were in contusion, four of their vessels aground, and their fire 
slackened. You will be astonished to hear that our Negro men (who 
manned the fleets) gave a hearty cheer, and in the midst of a firing of 
grape, kept np upon them from the Spanish vessels that covered those 
which were aground, those Negroes in an undaunted manner rowed their 
boats, and used every exertion to board the enemy : but Capt. Moss, who 
directed every thing, called back the flats (from motives of prudence), 
first by signal, snd then by sending a boat. The enemy with some diffi- 
culty got off* the vessels, but they must have suffered very considerably ; 
the whole of them . instantly retired, and, after remaining in sight two 
days, returned to their own ports. We lost no men, and we are upW 
again in a state of quiet for the present. The Spaniards had about 2000 
land-troops ; and from some prisoners, captured in a small vessel since 
the engagement, wo find they had 3000 more men that' were to come from 
Baccalar, when the first part could efiect a landing at St. George's Key, 
and send back vessels to bring them. 

*\We expect another visit soon ; and if we do not receive some support 
of vessels of war, ammunition, and cannon, 1 much fear we shall fall at 
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last : Troops we do not so much want, allHongh a few w<»ild be neces- 
sary. Itttbese two montfis of Martial Law j the Militia* has dono all the 
diity, taken the night-guards, repaired the works* and thrown op new 
ones, &c. ; and our Negro men are embodied, and there has not been one 
instance of the smallest misconduct on their part*'' 

So confident were the inhabitants of Baccalar of the success of the 
expedition, that the letters/ intercepted with the above prisoners, were 
directed to the Officers, &c. at Honduras, requesting some articles of ^li* 
tish manufaeture that they stood in need »f. . 



FROM THE LONDON OAZETTE. 



Whitehall, January 22, 1709. 

Letters, of which the foHowing are copies, were yesterday received 
from the Karl of Balcarres by his Grace the Duke of Portland, one of his- 
Majesty's Mncipal Secretariisa of States 

Jamaiea, Nov. 7, 1708. 
My Lord, 

0h the 31st of October I received a dispatch from the Bay of Hondurar. 

Lieutenaitt..GoloneI Barrow ihfbrms me, that the Settlers had been 
attacked by a'flb^la, consisting of thirty-one vessels, hiEivinff on board two 
thousand laind-troops and five hundred seamen : Arflmr O^eil, Governor- 
General of Yucatan, and a Field-MarshaV in the service of Spain^ com- 
manded in person. I have great satisfaction in transmitting the letter of 
the Lieutenant^CoTonel, by whioh your Grace will be informed, that this 
aitaament has been repulsed, and the expedition entirely frustrated. 

The Lieutenant-Colonel speaks in tli« handsomest^'manner of the coit<^ 
duct of Capt Moss, of his Majesty's ship Merlin, and of the wonderful 
^ertions 01 the Settlers and their Negro oi^avei,. who ,xniiiuied tfad gun^ 
boats. 

The conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Barrow, and of the Settlers^ in 
putting the port of Honduras Bay into a respectable state of defence^ as 
well as the gallant manner in which it was maintained, gives me entire 
satisfaction, and it is with pleasure that I report their services to your 
€nM;e. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

BALCARRES; 

To his Graee the Duke of Portland. 

Honduras, Sept 23, 1798. 
Mv Lord, 

After the date of my last dispatch: of ihe 11^; 14th, and 21st August, by 
the express boat Swift| I continued'fo.^stcengthen our flotilla^ which now 
uensistsof 

No. 1. Towser, 1 gun, eighteen^jKUikidn; 

'Ko. 2. Tickler; 1 gun, eighteenHbbmiBr. 
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No. 3. Mermaid, 1 gun, aine-pounder. 

Ifo. 4. Swinger, 4 guns, nx-poanders, and 2 gOBs, fonr<*poimdafa« 

No. 5. Teazer, 6 guns, four-pounders. 

Besides eight flat gun-boats, carrying each a nine-poonder in the proir. 

Nos. 1 and' 2 are comoianded by Bfr* Gelston and Mr. Hosmer, Mastem 
of merchant-vessels, who, with some of their osewsi volunteered the hmi- 
ness in a very handsome manner: To those Gentlemen-! am mucii 
indebted for their able and active services. The Masters and crews of ^U 
the other vessels consist entirely of volunteers from the Colonial troopi^ 
and together amount to 354 men now on float The enemy was so well 
Watched by scout-boats and canoes, that not a single movement could be 
made by him without our knowledge ; and, finding that he aimed at the 
possession of St. George's Key, the armed vessels* Nos. I, 4, and 5, were 
sent to that place, to guard the narrow channels^leading to that qommo- 
dious harbour. 

On the 3d of September, the enemy endeavoured to force a passage over 
Montego-Key Shoal with ive vessels, two of Which carried heavy metal, 
but was repulsed : He renewed his attempt on the following day ; bat 
our little squadron, being now reinforced by six gun-boats, beat ihm off 
with great ease, and the five vessels returned to the main body of Hn^ 
fleet, then at anchor about two leagues to the Northwards Thia 
movement gave our people an opportunity of drawing and destroying all 
the beacons and stakes, which the enemy had placed in this narrow and 
crooked channel, and without the use of which nothing but vessels of a 
very easy draught of water can pass. On the 5th, the same vessels, ac- 
companied by two others, and a number of launcbes, endeavoured, to ^9t 
over the shoal by another passage, but were repulsed, apparently with 
loss. On this, as well as on the two preceding days^tbo- Spaniards ex- 
pended an immense quantity of ammunition to no manner of purpose $ 
while our people fired {MunparaMvely little, hut with a.steadinpas whioh 
surpasised my most sanguine hopes. . . 

Capt. Moss, in his Majesty's ship Merlin, left his anchorage at Beli^ 
on the evening of the 6th, and arrived At St. Gjeoige's Key abodt nooa oo 
th^ 6th, of September. The Spaniards, having found a pas^i^e through 
the leeward channels impracticable, had got under weigh ou the morniiis 
of that day Tvith their wbofe fleet, seemingly with a view of forcing a 
passage tbroiigli'th'e wibd ward (a sand-bore) passage, to the Eastward of 
JLong-Key; but on seeing the Merlin beating into the harbour of St. 

george's Key, and that our fleet was reinforced by the armed vessels 
OS. 2 and 3, and a -large gun-boat, they Tetucned to their lormeT; anc|ior- 
age between Long-Key and K^ey-Obappel. . , . / 

I was now of opinion that the enemy would alter his mode of attack, 
and endeavour to make a landing on the main, land to -the Northward of 
our posts, at the Haul-over. tJnder this idea- 1 began to prepare amaU 
vessels and gun-bbats, in which I meant to embark with 200 men, inclu- 
ding detachments of his Majesty's •'63d and ^th Westhlndia ^regiments, 
and of the Royal Artillery, with one howitzer and two field-pieces, six- 
pounders: With this force it was ray intention to block up the channel 
between the Main and the Western point of Hicks's Keys, and to obstruct as 
much as possible a landing in that Quarter ; or, if foiled in both of these 
ol^ects, to throw the whele sti^ngth into the works at the Hauji-fover. and 
to defend that post to the last ;extremity ; while a bo4y of lexperieaQed 
bush-men, all good shots, and under orders for that purpose, should haiig 
on the flanks and rear of the enemy. * i . , 

On the morning of Monday the lOtfa of Soptenber, foucteeu of the 
largest vessels of the Spanish fleet weighed anchor, and at nine o'clock 
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fcroaffH4o tikont. a nile and a half distanLfrom our fleet. Capt. Moss 
was wen of opinion that tliey ikieant to delay the attack till the follpwing 
di^; but nine of them got under weigh about noon : These oarried each 
two twentj-fonr-ponnders in the bow, and. two eighteen-pounders in the 
stem ; one schooner carried twenty-two^i and all the rest from eight to 
fourteen guns 'in their waist; and e^ery one of them, besides being 
i^vowded with men, towed a iarge launqh, full of sohliers. The other fivti^ 
Yessels, with several large launches, all full of men, remained at this last 
anchorage at the distance of a mile and a half. 

* Our fleet was drawn up with his Majesty's ship Merlin in the centre, 
and directly abreast of the channel: The sloops with heavy guns, and the 
gun-boats in some advance to the Northward, were on her Eastern and 
Western flahks. . • ; . 

The enemy came down in a very handsome maimer, and with a good 
oountenanoe, in a line abreast, using both sails and oars. About half 
after two o'clock Capt; Moss made the signal to engage, which was 
ojbeyed with a cool and determined firmness, that, to use his own ex* 
pression to rae on the occasion, would have done credit to veterans. The 
action lasted about two hours 4ind a. half, when the Spaniards began to 
fall into confusion, and soon afterwards cut . their cables, and sailed and 
lowed ofi^^ assisted by a great number of launches, which took them iu 
tow. 

Capt. Moss, on seeing them retreat, made the signal for our vessels to 
chase ; but night coming on, and rendering a pursuit too dangerous in 
a Barrow channel and difficult navigation, they were soon after recalled. 

At half ttfter three in the aftomoon, I received a letter flronr Capt Mossf. 
stating that tlif> enemy was preparing to attack him, and requiring all 
the assistance which I could give* I immediately ordered as many men 
to embark and proceed to his assistance, as small craft to. carry iheni 
could be procured. The alacrity shewn on this occasion was great in- 
deed ; but, as a requisition of tills nature was by no means expected, the 
necessary arrangements had not -been made for so speedily embarking th^ 
troops, and of consequence some irregularity ensued ; for the qannonade 
being distinctly heard, and a certainty of an engagement having taken 
place, it became impossible to restrain the eagori^ess of the Colonial troops, 
^ho^ possessing canoes, dories, and pit-pans, wit^ut. thtwight or retro- 
spect of those left behind, hastened with impetuasity to join theijr/sompa- 
tttons, and* share thehr danger : HenCe arose difficulty and disappointment 
to the regular troopS| who being under arms, apd anxious to proceed with 
all expedition, suffered delay from want of 4he necessary boats and /craft to 
embark in. 

As soon as I saw seventeen craft of different descriptions, having on 
board two hundred men, set off with orders to rally ^und the Merlin, I 
immediately joined them in hopes of assisting Capt. Moss and hWassing 
the enemy ; but although we were only two hours in getting on board the 
Merlin, a distance of three leagues and a half in the wind's eye, we were 
too late to have any share in the action. But I am of opinion, that the 
sight of so many craft, full of men, coming up with velocity, hastened the 
return of the enemy, and that their appearance on the following day, as 
well as the junction of two armed ships, the Juba and Columbia, which I 
had ordered round to St George's Key on the 9th, induced the fleet to 
prepare for returning to their respective posts. The Spaniards remained 
under Key-Chappel until the 15th, on the morning of which they made 
various movements, and in the course of the day some of them anchored 
under Key-Caulker. On the morning of the 16th, it was discovered that 
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they had stolen off; eight of their laigcst Tessds got oat to «e«, ani 
stood to the Northward ; the lemaiiidery heii^ twenty-thiee in namber, 
shaped their course for Baccalar. 

We have every reason to bdieve tiiat the enemy soSered-flnidi hi tiio 
aetion of the 10th, as well in killed and wounded as in the hulls aad 
rigging of the Yesseb engaged ; and I am happy to inform yoor liordship 
that we had not a single man hurt, and that no injury was doae to any of 
our vessels, desenring of notice. 

It would be unjust, my Lord, to mention the names of any Officers, 
either of the Military or Militia, on account of any particniar s^rrice 
performed by them ; ibr, the conduct of all being such as to merit my 
pert thanks, no particniar distinction can be made. 

It is also unnecesssiy for me to say any thing reqMscting Capt Moss : 
His penetrati<m in disooTcring, and activity in defeating, tlM views of the 
enemy ; his coolness and steady conduct in action, pcnnt him out as an 
Officer of very great merit He first suggested to me the very great use, 
which might be made of gun-boats agaust the enemy, and gave me muck 
assistance by the artificers belo^^ing to his ship in fitting them out I 
am happy to say, that the most cor£al co-operation has always existed 
between us. On the 13th inst. I sent out two scout-canoes, well 
manned, with orders to pass the Spanish feet in the night; and, pro- 
oeeding to the Northward, to board the first snuD vessel they could foil 
in with. On the 16th, they captured a small packet4MMit with fhte hands, 
when, taking out the i»isoners, letters, Itc and destroying the boial^ they 
lelanied here cm the 17th. At day-light of that day the canoes, were 
entangled with the retreating Spanish fleet neac SavaBBa-Qnsy, and es- 
d^ed with difficulty. 

The expedition was comnwnded by Arthur O'Neil, n Field-Marshal 
In the anaies of Spain, and Captain-General of the Pkovfanie of Ynci^. 
The Campeachy fleet was commanded 1^ Capt. Boooo N^^ : Two 
thomnnd soldiers were embarked, and distributed in p ro po r ti on to the 
of the vessels, on board of the fleet, which rontistcd of 
The vessels which made the attack, in number ^ ^ 9 

Reserve of equal force -.-,•« 5 

A large sloop of eqnsl forte, and six schooners, not so larger 
lulawMwl Mi the same manner as those which nmr down 
to the attack, and, drawing too much water, nrmiinnd 
with tt» tiansports and victuallers - > - . 7 

TVunaports, victuallers, ^(c all canyingbow and mingnns 
of dMferent calibres .>>•-•- n 



Total ---«--« 

And nangutcd by five hundred seamen, piindpaDy firom the Havannn 

and Campeadqr* 

Iam,ficc 

THa BARROW, 



To the Etfl of BakancsL 

Cnne Copy.) 

RALCARRESw 



Admiralty-Officb, Ian. t21^ 1799. 

Extract ofn Letter from Yioe-Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, Knt Commanded 
of his Majesty's Ships and Vessels at Jamaica, to Evan Nepean, £sq«, 
dated on board his Miyesty's Ship Abergavenny, jui Port-Royal har« 
boiir^ the 6tb. Nov. IfOS. 

Sm, 
You -will be pleased to acquaint the Right Honorable the Lords Com« 
missioners of the Admiralty, that I have received dispatches from Capt. 
Moss, of his Majesty's sloop Merlin, dated Hondaras, 27th September, m 
Copy of which, describing the defeat of the Spanish flotilla, is herewith 
inclosed. 



Merlin, St George's Key, Sept. 27, 1798» 

Sir, 
My letters by the Swif( schooner, which sailed from Hondnraf express 
on the 21st of last Angtist, haVe informed you of the enemy's force 
intended for the reduction of this Settlement, and their situation at that 
time ; since which our look-out canoes have watched thera so closely, that 
all their movements were made known to me as they happened. On the 
4th of this month they were visible from our mast-heads at Belize, and 
the look-outs reported to me thirty-one sail of all descriptions ; but their 
exact force by no means certain. The next day six of their heaviest 
vessels attempted to force their passage over Montego-Key ShoaT, by put* 
ting their provisions and stores into other vessels : Had they effected 
this, it would have secured them all a passage to fielize over shoal water, 
where I could by no means act. I ordered three of our armed vessels to 
annoy them in their endeavours, which succeeded so far as to occasion 
their removal at dark, and a small channel they had marked by driving 
down stakes was also taken up by our canoes. I now clearly saw that 
their next effort would be to get possession of St. George's Key, from 
which place (only nine miles from Belize) they might go dowQ through 
the different channels leading to it, and cc^tinue to harass the Inhabitants 
and destroy the town at their leisure, and drive me from my anchoroge 
there : This determined me to gain the Key before them,^ if possible ; I 
therefore left Belize on the evening of the 5th, and secured this place, at 
the instant twelve of their heaviest vessels were attempting the same : 
they hauled their wind and returned to Long-Key, on my hauling my 
wind towards them. They continued working and anchoring among the 
shoals until the 11th, at the distance of three or four miles ; when having 
made their arrangements, at one P. M. nine sail of sloops and schoonerSy 
carrying from twelve to twenty guns, including two twenty-four and 
two elghteen-pounders each had in prow and stern, with a large launch 
astern of each, full of men, bore down through the channel leading to us 
in a very handsome cool manner ; five smaller vessels lay to windward, 
out of gun-shot, full of troops, and the remainder of their squadron at 
Long-Key-Spit, to wait the event ; each of which carried small prow 
guns, with swivels fore and aft. At half-past one P. M. seeing their in- 
tention to board the two sloops, and that they meant to come no nearer, 
but had anchored, I made the signal to engage, which began and con- 
tinued near two hours ; they then cut their cables, and rowed and towed 
off, by signal, in great confusion, over the shoals. I had placed the Merlin 
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as neAT the edge of them ^a possible, and nothing that I had was e(mal to 
follow them, unsupported dt the Merlin. At dark they regained l^eir 
other vessels, and continuea in sight till the 15th at night, when tk^ 
moved off with a light Southerly wind : Some are gone to pacoatar, and 
some prisoners taken report others to Campeachy. I am happy to add 
that the Service was performed iHthout a man killed on our side. l%e 
enemy, I think, must have suffered much from the g^eat number of men 
on board, and the precipitate manner they made their retreat. This 
armament was commanded by Gen. O'Neil, Governor of the Province: 
troops and saifors included, about two thousand five hundred men ; and 
so certain were the Spaniards of success, that the letters found in i| 
•anoe token were actuaJiy directed to Belize and St. George's Key. 

Hie behaviour of the OflScers and crew of his Majesty's ship gave mo 
great pleasure, and, had we had deep water to follow them in, I think 
many of them would* have fallen into our hands. The spirit of the Negro 
Slaves that manned our small crafts was wonderful, and the good manage- 
ment of tiie different Commanders does them great credit 
Our force, besides the Merlin, as follows : 

Two sloops, with one 19-pounder and 25 men. 

One sloop, with one short 9-pounder and 25 men. 

Two schooners, with six 4-pounders and 35 men each. 

Seven gun-flatS| with one 9-pounder and 16 men each. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, &c. 

JOHN R. MOSS. 



THE END. 



*■ * ■■ aM^^^i^M— ^M 



l^rmted hjf A, J. Vulpy^ Red Lion Court^ Fleet Streets 
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